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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   January 18, 2007  STUDY #540

Public Backs Democrats’ 100 Hours Agenda, But Asks Congress To Focus On Iraq

espite an overwhelming support for most of the slate of legislation congressional Democrats have
introduced, including raising the federal minimum wage, cutting student loan interest, and pushing
through an ethics package that would make legislators more accountable, Americans don’t feel the new
Democratically controlled Congress has formulated a clear direction for the country, according to the

latest Los Angeles Times / Bloomberg poll. There are signs, however, that the public may be taking a wait-and-
see approach at this early date.

The survey also found signs of increasing economic optimism in the country, perhaps fueled by lessening fears
of a dramatic pop in the housing bubble and lower energy prices. Public optimism about the economy has not
translated, however, into a bounce for President Bush, whose numbers declined in that area.

Congressional Priority

Part of the lack of public confidence in Democratic leadership may stem from the fact that while they have been
busy working to fulfill their campaign pledge to pass a series of popular domestic and ethical reforms in their
first 100 hours, Iraq has been dominating public concern. In addition, none of the legislation passed through the
House this week and last addresses any of the public’s top three concerns. More than two out of five
respondents in this survey mentioned the war in Iraq when asked, without prompting, what issue should be first
priority for the new Congress.  So far, Democrats have come out against the Bush administration’s plan to send
about 22,000 additional combat forces to Iraq, but have not yet presented a unified alternative plan to end the
conflict, and/or bring U.S. troops home.

In addition, while the survey found overwhelming support for legislation that will increase the federal minimum
wage, only 3% said that such a rise should be one of Congress’ top priorities. Similarly, cutting student loan
interest, another popular piece of legislation, was mentioned by virtually no one as a top priority for the new
Congress to address, and reforming the way Congress deals with lobbyists and pork barrel spending topped the
list of only 1%.

What was came up most often after Iraq were health care, mentioned by one out of five overall, as well as by
about one in four each of liberals, moderates, and independents. Strengthening immigration laws was the top
priority for one in ten nationwide and roughly one in six conservatives and Republicans.

Iraq, though, is clearly the public’s biggest concern. Fully 45% mentioned Iraq in some context.  One in five
specifically said Congress should set a timetable for withdrawal of troops from Iraq, including nearly three in 10
among both liberals and Democrats, and 12% of Republicans.  About one out of 10 overall including one out of
six Democrats and the same proportion of liberals volunteered that Congress’s top priority should be to find a
way to oppose President Bush’s “surge” of 21,500 new troops to Iraq. When asked the question directly, 51%
said that Congress should find a way to oppose the president’s plan, either through cuts in funding, or by
finding some other legislative means.

D
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What issue do you think should be the first priority for the newly elected Congress to address?

                                                                 All            Lib      Mod     Cons         Dem        Ind       Rep
Iraq mentions- (net of the following) 45 63 44 36 54 45 35

Timetable for troop withdrawal 20 29 24 12 27 21 12
Oppose G.W. Bush Iraq plan 9 16 9 5 16 8 2
Support G.W. Bush Iraq plan 5 3 3 9 2 3 12
Implement Iraq study group rec’s 7 9 6 8 7 9 5
Oversee Iraq spending 2 3 2 2 3 3 1
Iraq war (in general) 2 2 2 2 2 2 3

Health care 20 25 23 16 22 23 14
Stronger immigration laws 10 4 8 17 6 11 16

source: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 1/2007

George W. Bush and the 110th U.S. Congress

President Bush seems to be bearing the brunt of the public’s unhappiness over the situation in Iraq – his job
approval is near an all time low at 39% and public disapproval has intensified – fully 45% said that they
disapprove strongly of the job he’s been doing overall.  More than three out of five say the country is on the
wrong track, and nearly two out of three said that Bush’s policies have led the country in the wrong direction.
All of these indicators are at least incrementally more negative than they were when last measured.

Public unhappiness translated into action at the ballot box last November when voters put Democrats in charge
of both houses of Congress. However, they aren’t yet certain that the Democrats have something better to offer -
party leaders have yet to prove to more than 25% of the public that they have a clear alternative to Bush’s
unpopular policies.  More than six out of 10 independents and just about eight out 10 Republicans don’t see
clear Democratic leadership, and even Democrats were split 42% who say party leaders have a plan, to 40%
who do not.

The survey did find some measured optimism, as Americans wait to see what the newly sworn congressional
Democrats can do. Just over one in four said they haven’t heard enough or don’t know what to say when asked
if they have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of Democrats in Congress.  And compared to a November
Times/Bloomberg survey taken just before the mid-term election which found the public virtually split 40% to
41% about congressional Democrats and 42% to 43% about Republicans, more are feeling positive about the
Democrats and negative about their Republican counterparts than have in the past. Democrats’ favorability
rating rose to 10 points positive in this survey (42% to 32%), while at the same time the Republicans dropped to
an 11 point negative (35% to 44%).

Overall, only 36% said they approve of the job that Congress in general is doing. However unimpressive that
figure is, however, it is six points higher than the 30% the Times Poll measured one year ago, and there has
been an 11 point drop in congressional disapproval since then - from 55% a year ago to 44% today.  In another
possible indication of the public taking a wait-and-see attitude, one out of five said they weren’t sure how to
rate the job Congress is doing, a figure roughly twice as high as the usual percentage for that question.  Bush’s
drop in approval puts the congressional job approval within hailing distance of the president’s for the first time
in years.
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Bush and Congressional Job Approval for January 2007, 2006, 2005.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way ___ is handling his/their job?

                                        Now        1/06        1/05

George W. Bush
Approve 39 43 50

(strongly) 20 25 32
Disapprove 59 54 47

(strongly) 45 39 36
Don’t know 2 3 4

Congress
Approve 36 30 45

(strongly) 6 7 9
Disapprove 44 55 43

(strongly) 24 27 22
Don’t Know 20 10 11

sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A.Times Polls

While a 41% plurality nationwide did not know enough about the new Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif) to offer an opinion, awareness of her is growing – 50% didn’t know enough about her in December. So
far, she has made a generally positive impression, garnering a 13 point positive rating - 34% to 21% - among all
adults.

Pelosi has been Minority leader of the House Democrats since 2002, and after the November election left the
Democrats in charge, Pelosi became the first woman and the first Californian to hold the office of Speaker, a
position that puts her behind only Vice President Dick Cheney in the line of ascension to the presidency.

Those who give Pelosi a positive rating include 52% of Democrats and 54% of liberals. More than half of those
who identify as Republican don’t think much of her. More than half of independents didn’t know enough about
the new House Speaker to have an opinion one way or another.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Calif) who holds the lower profile position of Senate Majority Leader
remains an unknown quantity to a majority of the public, including more than six out of 10  Democrats.

The First 100 Hours

Before the mid-term election last November, Pelosi promised that in the first 100 hours of the new
congressional year, Democrats would introduce a slate of legislation that includes increasing the minimum
wage, cutting student loan interest by more than half, casting more light on the legislative process through
ethical reforms, and implementing the 9/11 commission’s recommendations for increasing homeland security.
The first 100 hours were up as of Thursday, after the survey field period was over, and Congress managed to
pass several bills in that time period, many with bipartisan support.

Ethics

More than seven in 10 said they support - with 59% supporting it strongly – a proposed House ethics rules
package that includes banning lobbyists gifts as well as making legislators fully disclose any pet projects or
earmarks they insert into spending measures.  Only 15% were opposed and 13% weren’t sure. There was strong
support among all major demographic groups. However, in a follow up question, possible cynicism about the
way business is conducted in Washington led only 27% to say that they believe that such a package will make a
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real difference in how business is conducted on Capitol Hill, while most - 60% - said that package or no
package, it will just be business as usual.  Most optimistic were liberals (33%) Democrats (32%) and women
(30%.)

Minimum Wage

The House easily passed legislation raising minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour last week, and they had
the backing of most of the public in doing so. Respondents were told that supporters say that a rise in minimum
wage is long overdue since it hasn’t been raised in more than a decade and that opponents say that it would hurt
small businesses. The public sided overwhelmingly with supporters, backing the Democrats’ proposal by 81%
to 16% with 3% not sure.  A whopping 92% of liberals, 86% of moderates and two-thirds of conservatives were
behind the idea.

Student Loan Interest Rates

Nearly four out of five backed the proposal, passed in the House on Wednesday, of cutting interest rates in half
on federally subsidized student loan from 6.8% to 3.4%, in an attempt to make education more affordable for
middle and lower income students. Nearly three out of five said they supported it strongly.  Opponents of the
bill argue that banks would be forced to raise other fees to compensate, and that it might also encourage
colleges to raise tuitions. However, only 14% found those arguments compelling and 7% weren’t sure. Even
two-thirds of Republicans and roughly seven out of 10 conservatives backed this proposal.

Prescription Drug Prices

Similarly popular is a proposal passed in the House last week which allows the federal government to choose
drugs for Medicare plans and negotiate with drug companies for better prices. Opponents say that the best way
to set a fair price for any particular drug is to allow millions of consumers on the open market to determine its
value, and that federal government negotiation would amount to price fixing.  When survey respondents were
told about the proposal and informed that opponents say that doing so would amount to federal price controls,
respondents sided with supporters and backed the plan by nearly six to one - 80% to 14% with 6% not sure.
Support did not drop much below three out of four across categories of age, gender, and political ideology.

Homeland Security

One of the 9/11 Commission’s recommendations is to screen all cargo on planes and U.S. bound ships for
weapons.  This recommendation has been opposed by those who say implementing such an extensive screening
process would be prohibitively expensive and would curtail commerce, creating bottlenecks at airports and in
the nation’s shipping ports.  Once again, however, the public agrees with supporters by 80% to 14% with 6%
not sure.  And once again, support is broad, coming from across every demographic spectrum.

Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Slightly more controversial but only by comparison to the overwhelming support of the previously mentioned
programs, increased funding for embryonic stem cell research was supported by about four out of five.
Supporters say that stem cell research could lead to breakthrough cures for diseases such as Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s.  Opponents say that stem cell research crosses an ethical boundary by using cells from potentially
viable human embryos.   Support among the public overall is 59%, with 31% opposed and 10% not sure.
Conservatives oppose increasing funding by twelve points - 52% to 40% while Republicans split 47% to 46%.
However, the intensity of opposition is strong among both of those groups, with roughly four in 10 in each case
saying they strongly oppose an increase.  By comparison, 50% of independents and 49% of Democrats
indicated strong support.



© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2007.  All rights reserved. page 5 540/Economy  2007

Tax Breaks to Oil Companies

Even faced with the specter of possible higher gas prices and reduced incentives for oil production that
opponents say that repealing some tax breaks and subsidies to oil companies could produce, the public backs the
proposal passed in the House on Thursday to cut back on government subsidies of an industry that has been
posting record profits. They support it by roughly two to one - 61% to 31% with 8% not sure.  Support drops
among Republicans and conservatives, but a majority of those groups still back the idea – 57% of the GOP and
52% of conservatives think it would be a good thing to do.

Pay-As-You-Go

Less popular, but still garnering a bare majority of support is the idea to introduce fiscal discipline in federal
spending by requiring that any bills which would result in an increase in spending or a reduction in federal
income must include specifics of how the change would be offset through taxes or cuts in existing programs.
Opponents of this legislation say that it will result in higher taxes.  The public supports the idea by nearly two to
one, but many aren’t sure - 51% to 26%, and 23% don’t know.  There is more support than opposition among
major demographic groups, reaching a high of 59% among independents, 57% among men, and roughly three
out of five of those living in households making $60K or more.

A Look Back In Time…  the 1994 Mid Term Election

In 1994, American voters frustrated with the way the country was headed and increasingly supportive of a
reduced government role in public life, elected a majority of Republicans to the House and Senate for the first
time in four decades.  A Times Poll taken in January 1995 found the mood of the country lifting a bit in the
wake of the change that put Newt Gingrich into the role of Speaker of the House. Despite the overwhelming
change, the public at that time gave the Republicans only a slim four point margin for having better ideas than
President Clinton did for guiding the country.  Gingrich and other Republicans had run on a campaign to carry
out their “contract with America,” a conservative legislative agenda to be enacted in the first 100 days of
Congress. The survey, taken in January after the election, just like this current survey,  found a mixed bag of
results – support for the new political order, but a preference for Clinton’s moderate social programs over the
more conservative agenda of the GOP.  As Ronald Brownstein wrote in the Los Angeles Times on January 24th,
1995:  “The poll results portray a conflicted and skeptical public – at once hopeful that the Republican
congressional takeover will improve the country, uncertain that the GOP can deliver real change, resolute in its
suspicion of Washington, worried about the nation’s moral fabric, and divided between broad anti-government
sentiments and continued support for an array of government programs.”

Both Newt Gingrich and the “contract with America” were much less popular with the public in 1995 than
Pelosi and the Democrats’ plate of bread and butter reform proposals are today… Not only that, but Gingrich’s
approval rating was more negative than positive with all but his own party, and his only enthusiastic supporters
inhabited the conservative wing of the GOP while Clinton’s approval ratings stayed high.  And while the public
backed such Republican ideas as requiring a three-fifths congressional approval for all tax increases and twelve
year limits for congressional terms, they opposed GOP efforts such as a repeal of the assault weapon ban, as
well as the Republican challenge to Clinton’s national service program which allowed young people to earn
college grants through community service.
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A comparison of the country’s mood after the midterm elections in 1995 and 2007

                                                                                      Jan ‘95        Jan ‘07
Are things in this country …

going in the right direction 35 31
seriously off on the wrong track 55 61

Do you ….of the job Clinton/Bush is doing?
Approve 54 39
Disapprove 40 59

What is your impression of Gingrich*/Pelosi? 
Favorable 26 34
Unfavorable 40 21
Haven’t heard enough/Don’t know 34 44

* Gingrich impression was asked of a half sample
  Sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and Los Angeles Times Polls

Public Economic Outlook for 2007

Americans are continuing to feel more positive about the economy, the survey found.  The upward trend in
economic optimism found in previous Times/Bloomberg polls has taken a seven point jump in the last month
alone, to reach a high of nearly seven in 10 who say the economy is doing well in this survey, compared to 31%
who say it is doing poorly.  This is the highest it has been since September, 2001.

Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly,
or very badly? (categories shown combine the very/fairly categories, “don’t know” left out)

                             Now         12/06           6/06        1/06        1/05        3/04        4/03        8/02        9/01
Well 68 61 50 55 60 49 50 54 71
Badly 31 38 47 44 39 49 47 45 25

sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A.Times Polls

In addition, the proportion who think it will be worse in the next six months has increased slightly, while more
than three out of five now think the economy won’t change much over that period of time. This may be fueled
by recent news that there has been no major housing market crash, or bubble burst, as nearly six in 10 said that
they don’t expect housing prices to either increase or decrease in their neighborhood over the next half year.

Six months from now, do you expect housing values to increase in your neighborhood, or to decrease, or do you
think housing values in your neighborhood will remain about the same?

                               Now        12/06          9/06          6/06          3/06          1/06
Increase 27 26 27 33 36 38
Decrease 14 15 19 15 14 13
Remain Same 57 57 53 49 49 48
Don’t Know 2 2 1 3 1 1

source: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Polls
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The public is not giving George W. Bush any credit for their increase in optimistim – his rating on the economy,
which had been slowly climbing from its low of 37% in a Times/Bloomberg poll last January to  reach the
highest marks of the year last month but has now gone slightly negative again  - 45% approve to 49%
disapprove in the current poll, down from the 48% to 48% split last December.  Bush’s negative rating on the
economy hit a low of 59% in a survey taken last August, following a run up in fuel costs that took prices at the
gasoline pump over $3.00 a gallon. His most recent high was two years ago - 49% in January 2005.

Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy?

                               Now        12/06          9/06          8/06          6/06          1/06          1/05          3/04          4/03
Approve 45 48 43 38 39 37 49 43 55
Disapprove 49 48 51 59 54 59 46 53 39

source: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A. Times Polls

Personal Financial Situation

More than seven in 10 in this survey describe their own personal financial situation as very (15%) or fairly
(56%) secure as opposed to very (12%) or fairly (16%) shaky.  This measure of economic financial health is
fairly steady –most people report their financial situation as being at least somewhat stable, no matter what is
going on with the economy.

Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly shaky,
or very shaky? (categories shown combine the very/fairly categories, “don’t know” left out)

                               Now        12/06          6/06          1/06          1/05          2/03          2/02          3/01          5/00
Secure 71 68 67 61 70 65 77 68 72
Shaky 28 31 31 38 29 34 22 30 27

sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A.Times Polls

Tax Cuts and Budget

Most Americans don’t see how George W. Bush could make good on his claim that it is possible to fund the
war and reconstruction projects in Iraq, make his tax cuts permanent, and balance the budget as well.  More than
three out of four said they thought it was an unrealistic goal, while 18%, including 37% of Republicans and
27% of conservatives, said they thought he could do it.  Critics of the presidents plan have claimed that it would
only be possible with deep cuts in government spending programs.

When it comes to tax cuts, 42% said that they are the best way to stimulate the nation’s economy, and 46%
picked the alternative of an economic agenda that focuses on paying down national debt and reducing the
deficit.   When the alternative is increasing government spending on such issues as health care and education,
cuts were even less popular – 36% chose tax cuts compared to 54% who picked spending on social issues.
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There were the usual partisan divides – Republicans and conservatives favor tax cuts as the best fuel for
economic growth, while Democrats tend to focus on fiscal housekeeping and spending on social programs.

Which do you think is more effective in stimulating the nation's economy: An economic agenda focused on returning
money to taxpayers through tax cuts, or an economic agenda focused on reducing the federal deficit and paying down
the national debt?

                                          All         Lib      Mod     Cons      Dem        Ind       Rep      Male  Female
Tax cuts 42 27 37 57 35 37 59 43 42
Reduce deficit, debt 46 62 53 30 51 50 34 50 41
Don’t Know 12 11 10 13 14 13 7 7 17

Which do you think is more effective in stimulating the nation's economy: An economic agenda focused on returning
money to taxpayers through tax cuts, or an economic agenda focused on spending on such issues as health care and
education?

                                          All         Lib      Mod     Cons      Dem        Ind       Rep      Male  Female
Tax cuts 36 17 33 54 25 31 57 42 32
Health care/education 54 75 57 39 64 59 36 48 59
Don’t Know 10 8 10 7 11 10 7 10 9

                                                                      Analysis by Jill Darling
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Results from the Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll
January 13-16, 2007

(National and personal economy, proposals in Congress)

Guide to Column Headings

ALL All adults
LIB Self-described liberals
MOD Self-described moderates
CONS Self-described conservatives
DEM Self-described Democrats
IND Self-described Independents
REP Self-described Republicans
MEN Males
WOM Females

Note:

- (vol.) indicates a volunteered response
- ‘–‘  indicates of less than 0.5%
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Q1. Do you think things in this country are generally going in the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong track?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Right direction 31 14 29 45 8 28 59 37 25
Wrong track 61 77 63 49 85 65 35 56 66
Don’t know 8 9 8 6 7 7 6 7 9

Q2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as president? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Approve (net) 39 17 33 59 10 33 82 46 33
   Approve strongly 20 7 15 34 2 14 50 24 17
   Approve somewhat 19 10 18 25 7 19 32 22 16
Disapprove (net) 59 82 65 40 89 65 17 53 65
   Disapprove somewhat 15 12 15 15 17 19 5 12 17
   Disapprove strongly 45 70 50 25 73 46 12 41 48
Don’t know 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2

Q3. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you
(approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Approve (net) 45 22 41 65 17 44 80 52 38
   Approve strongly 23 3 19 41 3 19 54 30 17
   Approve somewhat 22 19 22 24 14 26 26 22 21
Disapprove (net) 49 72 53 29 74 53 18 42 55
   Disapprove somewhat 18 26 18 11 23 17 13 17 19
   Disapprove strongly 31 46 35 18 51 35 5 25 36
Don’t know 6 6 6 6 9 3 2 6 7

Q6. Would you say the country is better off because of George W. Bush's policies and should proceed in the direction he set out, or do
you think the country is not better off and needs to move in a new direction?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Continue policies of
 G.W. Bush 32 8 25 52 6 26 71 38 26
Needs a new direction 64 90 71 43 91 70 25 58 69
Don’t know 4 2 4 5 3 4 4 4 5

Q8. In your opinion, have the Democrats in Congress formulated a clear direction for the country, or not?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Yes 25 30 29 19 42 21 13 18 32
No 58 48 53 71 40 62 79 69 48
Don’t know 17 22 18 10 18 17 8 13 20
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Q9. What issue do you think should be the first priority for the newly elected Congress to address?  Is there another issue that should
be a top priority? (UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED)

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Iraq-net  includes: 45 63 44 36 54 45 35 42 48
  -Oppose Bush Iraq plan 9 16 9 5 16 8 2 6 12
  -Oversight of spending in Iraq 2 3 2 2 3 3 1 2 3
  -Alternative Iraq plan /
    implement Iraq Study Group 7 9 6 8 7 9 5 8 6
  -Set a timetable in Iraq 20 29 24 12 27 21 12 18 22
  -Support  Bush Iraq plan 5 3 3 9 2 3 12 6 4
  -Iraq war (in general) 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 2
Universal health  care 20 25 23 16 22 23 14 22 19
Stronger immigration laws 10 4 8 17 6 11 16 13 8
Jobs/unemployment 7 8 7 6 10 6 5 7 7
Economic growth 6 5 8 6 7 5 7 7 6
Education 6 6 7 5 5 6 9 4 8
Gas prices/energy policy 5 5 5 3 3 6 7 6 3
Homeland security 5 1 7 5 3 6 6 7 2
Budget deficit 4 5 4 4 3 4 5 5 4
Medicare part D reform/
 lower prescription drug prices 4 6 3 3 4 2 5 1 6
Social security 4 1 4 7 3 5 4 4 4
Terrorism 4 6 2 4 3 3 6 4 5
Minimum wage increase 3 3 3 1 4 6 1 3 4
Tax reform in general 3 3 3 4 1 2 6 5 1
Poverty and homelessness 3 6 2 3 7 2 1 1 5
Environmental protections/global
 warming/clean water and air 2 6 – 1 3 2 1 2 2
Income gap 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 2 1
Allow stem cell research 2 3 3 1 1 3 2 2 2
Bi-partisanship/work with Bush 2 – 1 2 1 1 3 1 2
Congressional reforms 1 – 2 1 – 2 1 1 1
Impeachment hearings for Bush 1 2 – – – – 1 – 1
Investigate ethics violations
 (white house and congress) 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
Restore checks and balances
  in government 1 1 1 – – 1 1 1 1
Repeal provisions of patriot act 1 1 – – – 1 – 1 –
Iran/North Korea
  nuclear ambitions 1 1 1 – 1 – 1 1 –
Pass Bush admin tax cuts 1 – 1 3 – 1 3 2 1
Repeal Bush admin tax cuts 1 2 – – – 1 – 1 –
Abortion/pro-choice 1 – – 2 – – 3 1 1
Ban on gay marriage 1 – 1 3 1 1 2 1 1
Create guest worker
  program/path to citizenship 1 – 2 1 1 – 2 2 –
Gay rights, support for 1 2 – – 1 – – – 1
Peace between Israel/Palestine – 1 – – – 1 – 1 –
Decrease student loan rates – – 1 – 1 – – – –
Campaign finance reform – 2 – – 1 – – – 1
Nothing in particular 5 2 5 7 5 5 7 3 7
Other 8 8 7 9 6 8 7 10 6
Other (misc social issues) 2 1 3 2 1 3 2 1 3
Don’t know 4 – 5 5 4 3 2 2 6



© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2007.  All rights reserved. page 12 540/Economy  2007

 Do you support or oppose the following proposals that are currently being considered in Congress :

Q10. As you may know, Congress is considering a bill that would reduce interest rates on federally subsidized student loans from
6.8% to 3.4%. Supporters say this will make education more affordable for middle to poor income families. Opponents say the
decrease will make banks increase their other fees and encourage colleges to increase tuition. What do you think? Do you support or
oppose reducing interest rates on student loans? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) this strongly or only
somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 79 91 83 69 84 86 66 76 81
   Support strongly 58 66 65 48 65 59 45 55 61
   Support somewhat 21 25 19 21 19 27 21 21 20
Oppose (net) 14 5 9 25 10 9 26 18 12
   Oppose somewhat 8 4 5 13 5 5 14 9 7
   Oppose strongly 7 1 3 12 5 4 12 9 5
Don’t know 7 4 8 6 6 5 8 6 7

Q11. Some have proposed that the federal government should be allowed to negotiate lower prescription drug prices for senior
citizens. Opponents say that this would result in federal price controls on prescription drugs. What do you think? Do you support or
oppose allowing the government to negotiate lower prices on prescription drugs for seniors? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you
(support/oppose) this strongly or only somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 80 90 80 73 86 81 71 75 85
   Support strongly 62 72 65 53 69 65 51 58 67
   Support somewhat 18 18 15 20 17 16 20 17 18
Oppose (net) 14 6 14 21 7 14 25 19 10
   Oppose somewhat 5 3 3 7 2 4 9 6 3
   Oppose strongly 10 3 11 14 5 9 16 13 7
Don’t know 6 4 6 6 7 5 4 6 5

Q12. As you may know, one of the nine-eleven commission's recommendations is to screen all cargo on planes and U.S. bound ships
for terrorist weapons. Opponents say that such screening would be prohibitively expensive and would curtail commerce. What do you
think? Do you support or oppose screening all cargo on planes and ships for terrorist weapons? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you
(support/oppose) this strongly or only somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 80 73 83 80 84 81 77 77 83
   Support strongly 59 53 62 58 63 58 55 56 62
   Support somewhat 21 20 21 22 21 23 22 22 21
Oppose (net) 14 20 11 14 11 13 19 17 11
   Oppose somewhat 8 14 7 7 6 9 10 10 7
   Oppose strongly 6 6 4 7 5 4 9 7 4
Don’t know 6 7 6 6 5 6 4 6 6
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(ORDER OF ARGUMENTS WITHIN TEXT IS ROTATED FOR THE NEXT FOUR QUESTIONS)
Q13. Some have proposed that Congress should enact a pay-as-you-go rule that requires new spending bills or tax breaks to be offset
with spending cuts or tax hikes. Supporters say this would produce more fiscal discipline in federal spending. Opponents say this
would result in higher taxes. How about you? Do you support or oppose imposing pay-as-you-go rules on congressional spending? (IF
SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) this strongly or only somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 51 54 51 51 43 59 51 57 45
   Support strongly 27 30 30 24 26 34 23 33 21
   Support somewhat 24 24 22 27 17 24 28 23 24
Oppose (net) 26 22 26 28 29 22 28 26 26
   Oppose somewhat 15 12 15 15 16 16 14 12 17
   Oppose strongly 11 10 11 13 13 7 14 14 9
Don’t know 23 24 23 21 28 19 21 17 29

Q14. As you may know, Congress is considering increasing federal funding for embryonic stem cell research. Supporters say stem cell
research could lead to breakthrough cures for diseases such as Parkinsons and Alzheimers. Opponents say that stem cell research
crosses an ethical line by using cells from potentially viable human embryos. What do you think? Do you support or oppose increasing
federal funding for embryonic stem cell research? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) this strongly or only
somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 59 80 66 40 67 63 47 56 62
   Support strongly 44 66 50 26 49 50 32 45 44
   Support somewhat 15 14 16 14 18 12 16 11 19
Oppose (net) 31 14 22 52 20 29 46 35 28
   Oppose somewhat 7 7 3 11 6 7 6 6 7
   Oppose strongly 25 7 19 41 13 23 40 29 20
Don’t know 10 6 12 8 13 8 7 9 10

Q15. As you may know, Congress is considering raising the minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour over the next two years.
Supporters say a raise in the minimum wage is long overdue, since it hasn't been raised in a decade. Opponents say that a raise in the
minimum wage would hurt small businesses and should be accompanied by tax breaks to offset their costs. What do you think? Do
you support or oppose raising the minimum wage? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) this strongly or only
somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 81 92 86 66 92 84 63 74 86
   Support strongly 67 84 70 52 80 70 48 60 73
   Support somewhat 14 9 16 14 12 15 16 14 13
Oppose (net) 16 5 11 30 5 14 32 22 12
   Oppose somewhat 7 3 4 13 3 6 12 10 5
   Oppose strongly 9 1 7 17 2 7 19 12 7
Don’t know 3 3 3 4 3 2 5 4 2
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Q16. As you may know, Congress is considering repealing some tax breaks and subsidies to oil companies. Supporters say that the oil
industry is reaping record profits and doesn't need tax breaks from the government. Opponents say it would reduce incentives for more
oil production and lead to higher prices. What do you think? Do you support or oppose repealing some of the oil industry's tax breaks
and subsidies? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) this strongly or only somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 61 72 62 52 59 66 57 66 57
   Support strongly 46 60 46 37 44 51 38 52 40
   Support somewhat 15 12 17 15 15 15 18 13 17
Oppose (net) 31 25 29 38 33 25 35 28 33
   Oppose somewhat 10 8 7 15 8 8 14 9 11
   Oppose strongly 21 17 21 23 25 17 22 19 22
Don’t know 8 3 9 10 8 9 8 6 10

Q17. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Congress is handling its job? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you
(approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Approve (net) 36 38 38 33 43 25 40 32 40
   Approve strongly 6 9 8 4 10 4 7 6 6
   Approve somewhat 29 29 31 29 34 21 34 25 33
Disapprove (net) 44 41 40 53 36 55 46 49 40
   Disapprove somewhat 21 21 19 23 19 24 17 21 20
   Disapprove strongly 24 20 20 30 16 30 29 29 20
Don’t know 20 21 22 14 21 20 14 19 20

(NEXT TWO QUESTIONS ARE ROTATED)
Q18. What is your impression of the Democrats in Congress? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Favorable (net) 42 62 45 29 73 32 21 39 46
   Very favorable 11 21 11 5 26 4 2 8 13
   Somewhat favorable 32 41 34 24 46 29 19 30 33
Unfavorable (net) 32 14 21 54 7 29 65 40 25
   Somewhat unfavorable 19 9 13 33 5 18 37 22 16
   Very unfavorable 13 5 9 21 3 11 28 18 8
Haven't heard enough 22 19 30 14 19 33 12 19 25
Don’t know 4 5 4 3 2 6 2 3 4

Q19. What is your impression of the Republicans in Congress? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Favorable (net) 35 15 31 52 19 22 70 33 36
   Very favorable 6 2 3 11 2 2 16 6 6
   Somewhat favorable 29 13 28 41 17 19 55 26 31
Unfavorable (net) 44 64 48 31 60 50 18 49 40
   Somewhat unfavorable 23 28 24 21 25 29 13 24 22
   Very unfavorable 21 36 24 10 35 22 5 25 18
Haven't heard enough 18 16 20 15 18 24 10 16 20
Don’t know 3 5 1 2 3 4 1 3 3
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Q20. What is your impression of Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about her to say?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Favorable (net) 34 54 39 20 52 31 15 30 38
   Very favorable 17 36 17 5 31 12 3 12 21
   Somewhat favorable 18 18 22 15 21 19 12 18 17
Unfavorable (net) 21 3 11 43 4 13 51 28 15
   Somewhat unfavorable 7 1 3 15 2 6 15 8 6
   Very unfavorable 14 2 9 28 2 7 36 20 9
Haven't heard enough 41 40 45 35 39 52 32 39 44
Don’t know 3 3 5 2 5 4 2 3 3

Q21. What is your impression of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Favorable (net) 21 29 24 15 31 16 15 22 20
   Very favorable 3 7 3 1 6 1 1 3 3
   Somewhat favorable 18 22 21 14 24 16 13 19 17
Unfavorable (net) 15 7 8 27 4 12 30 21 9
   Somewhat unfavorable 7 6 3 11 3 5 13 8 5
   Very unfavorable 8 1 5 16 1 7 18 13 4
Haven't heard enough 61 60 65 56 62 68 53 55 67
Don’t know 3 4 3 2 4 4 2 2 4

Q22. Do you support or oppose a proposed House of Representatives ethics rules package that includes banning lobbyists gifts as well
as making legislators fully disclose any earmarks or pet projects they insert into spending measures? (IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE) Do
you (support/oppose) this strongly or only somewhat?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Support (net) 72 75 76 71 68 78 73 77 68
   Support strongly 59 64 62 58 57 66 57 62 56
   Support somewhat 13 11 14 13 11 12 16 15 11
Oppose (net) 15 8 15 17 18 13 15 16 14
   Oppose somewhat 8 5 6 10 13 6 6 9 7
   Oppose strongly 7 3 9 7 5 8 9 7 8
Don’t know 13 17 9 12 14 9 12 7 18

Q23. Do you think the new ethics package proposed by the House of Representatives will make a real difference in how business is
conducted in Washington, or do you think it will be business as usual?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Make a real difference 27 33 30 22 32 26 21 23 30
Business as usual 60 53 57 68 52 64 69 66 54
Don’t know 13 14 13 10 16 10 10 11 16
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Q24. Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly, or very
badly?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Well (net) 68 60 65 78 56 67 86 74 63
   Very well 11 3 7 22 3 8 27 13 10
   Fairly well 57 57 58 56 53 58 59 61 53
Badly (net) 31 38 34 21 43 32 13 25 35
   Fairly badly 18 26 17 14 26 16 10 12 22
   Very badly 13 12 17 7 17 17 3 13 13
Don’t know 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2

Q25. Six months from now, do you expect the nation's economy will be better than it is now, worse than it is now, or about the same
as it is now?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Better 19 17 17 21 20 16 17 20 19
Worse 16 17 17 14 20 18 8 13 18
About the same 61 64 61 61 56 62 72 63 59
Don’t know 4 2 5 4 4 4 3 4 4

Q26. Six months from now, do you expect housing values to increase in your neighborhood, or to decrease, or do you think housing
values in your neighborhood will remain about the same? (IF DECREASE) Do you expect housing values in your neighborhood to
fall by less than ten percent, or by ten to fifteen percent or by more than fifteen percent?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Increase 27 25 23 30 28 19 34 29 25
Decrease (net) 14 19 16 10 14 16 13 13 14
   Decrease: less than 10% 7 10 8 5 7 9 7 7 7
   Decrease: 10% to 15% 4 6 4 3 3 4 5 4 4
   Decrease: more than 15% 1 1 1 1 1 2 – 1 1
   Decrease: not sure by how
    much 2 2 3 1 3 1 – 1 3
Remain about the same 57 53 61 58 56 63 52 56 58
Don’t know 2 3 – 2 2 2 2 2 3

Q27. Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly shaky or very shaky?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Secure (net) 71 71 68 76 63 68 83 74 68
   Very secure 15 9 16 18 12 13 21 16 14
   Fairly secure 56 62 52 58 51 55 62 58 53
Shaky (net) 28 28 32 23 36 31 15 26 31
   Fairly shaky 16 17 21 10 20 19 10 18 15
   Very shaky 12 11 11 13 17 12 5 8 16
Don’t know 1 1 – 1 1 1 2 – 1
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 (ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS WITHIN TEXT ARE ROTATED)
Q28. Which do you think is more effective in stimulating the nation's economy: An economic agenda focused on returning money to
taxpayers through tax cuts, or an economic agenda focused on reducing the federal deficit and paying down the national debt?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Tax cuts 42 27 37 57 35 37 59 43 42
Reducing deficit, paying
 debt 46 62 53 30 51 50 34 50 41
Don’t know 12 11 10 13 14 13 7 7 17

Q29. Which do you think is more effective in stimulating the nation's economy: An economic agenda focused on returning money to
taxpayers through tax cuts, or an economic agenda focused on spending on such issues as health care and education?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Tax cuts 36 17 33 54 25 31 57 42 32
Health care and education 54 75 57 39 64 59 36 48 59
Don’t know 10 8 10 7 11 10 7 10 9

Q30. As you may know, George W. Bush said that even while continuing to fund military and reconstruction programs in Iraq, and
making his tax cuts permanent, he will be able to balance the budget in five years. Do you think this is a realistic or unrealistic goal?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Realistic 18 9 13 27 7 14 37 21 15
Unrealistic 77 90 83 65 91 82 54 75 79
Don’t know 5 1 4 8 2 4 9 4 6

Q31. Generally speaking, do you believe that free international trade has helped or hurt the economy, or hasn't it made a difference to
the economy one way or the other? (IF HELPED OR HURT) Do you believe it (helped/hurt) the economy a lot, or just some, or not
too much?

ALL     LIB     MOD    CONS     DEM     IND     REP    MEN  WOM
Helped (net) 28 27 21 37 18 26 41 35 21
   Helped: a lot 5 7 2 7 3 3 11 7 3
   Helped: some 19 16 16 26 13 18 26 24 15
   Helped: not too much 3 2 3 3 1 4 3 3 2
   Helped: not sure how
     much 1 2 – 1 1 1 1 1 1
Hurt (net) 41 44 43 36 39 50 38 42 40
   Hurt: not too much 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 2
   Hurt: some 15 18 12 17 13 17 18 12 18
   Hurt: a lot 22 20 28 15 20 29 18 27 18
   Hurt: not sure how much 2 3 2 2 4 2 1 2 2
No difference 17 14 22 14 23 16 10 15 19
Don’t know 14 15 14 13 20 8 11 8 20
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Methodology

The Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll contacted 1,344 adults, nationwide by telephone January 13 through 16, 2007.
Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in the nation, and random digit dialing techniques allowed
listed and unlisted numbers to be contacted. Multiple attempts were made to contact each number. Adults were weighted
slightly to conform with their respective census figures for sex, race, age, education and region. The margin of sampling
error for all adults is plus or minus 3 percentage points. For certain subgroups, the error margin may be somewhat higher.
Poll results may also be affected by factors such as question wording and the order in which questions are presented.


