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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BIPARTISAN IRAQ STUDY GROUP
HEAVILY FAVORED; HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR DEMOCRATS

ow that the midterm elections are over and the Democrats have taken control of both Houses of

Congress, the public feels more optimistic about the country, according to a new Los Angeles

Times/Bloomberg poll. The president is still receiving low marks for handling his job and respondents

still perceive the country as seriously off on the wrong track, but there is an expectation that the
Democrats will right the course in Iraq and on domestic issues. Of course, there is a ying and a yang to all this.
The November election was about getting away from the status quo and Republican control. The new Speaker
of the House, Nancy Pelosi seized on those feelings and promised a lot of change within 100 hours of the
Democrats taking control of Congress in January. If the Democrats succeed in accomplishing what they set out
to do — increasing the minimum wage, closing the tax loophole for corporations, repealing tax cuts for the
wealthy, finding a way out of Iraq and introducing health care for most Americans — they will be in good shape
for the 2008 presidential election. But if they don’t succeed, then they will have just painted themselves into a
corner. In this survey, Democrats are in a good position -- two thirds of the public said that the Democrats will
be able to accomplish either a great deal or some of their goals in the next two years, compared to just two in
five who believe that of President Bush. In addition to this, the poll measured whether the Democrats or
President Bush can better handle some issues, such as taxes, immigration, prescription drugs for the elderly and
poor, the situation in Iraq and national security/terrorism. For all issues, except national security and terrorism,
the Democrats overwhelmingly beat the president. The issue of national security and terrorism was always
Bush’s strength, but he barely eked out a five point advantage over the Democrats (although within the poll’s
margin of error).

The American people also want the powers that be in Washington (Congress and the president) to compromise
so that things get done even if they have to sacrifice some of their beliefs. But wanting something and having it
done are two different things. The public is divided as to whether the Republicans and the Democrats can work
together or get caught up in gridlock. Americans want the newly elected Congress to set as their first priority a
timetable to withdraw troops from Iraq (27%), work on health care/universal health care (16%) and pass
stronger immigration laws, such as building fences along the border (11%).

One of the reasons why Republicans lost control of Congress is the situation in Iraq. Most Americans support
the bipartisan commission’s, led by former Secretary of State James Baker and former U.S. Representative Lee
Hamilton, key recommendations. They agreed with the commission’s recommendation to talk directly with
Syria and Iran, and want the government to consider cutting military and economic support for Iraq unless the
Iraqi government shows significant progress on political reforms and national reconciliation, and reducing
Americans troops by early 2008.

President Bush

President Bush has majority support from only his own basic core constituents of conservatives, Republicans
and the religious right. Men who supported the president for many years are now moving away from him.
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Job Rating: Nearly three out of five respondents disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as
president, including 43% who strongly disapprove. Forty-two percent approve. In a September
Times/Bloomberg poll Bush’s rating was 45% to 52%. Even those living in the rural areas are splitting how
they view the president (47% approve, 49% disapprove). All regions of the country give the president negative
marks. About two-thirds of both independents and moderates disapprove of the president’s job performance.

Those groups supporting him:

APPROVE
Republicans 82%
Conservatives 68%
Conservative Republicans 85%
White Christian Fundamentalists 60%
White Born Again Christians 59%
Religious Right 69%

Handling the economy: The president’s job performance on the economy has improved slightly since the
September Times/Bloomberg poll. Then, it was 43% approve to 51% disapprove. Now, respondents are split at
48% each approve and disapprove. More than half of moderates and nearly half of independents give the
president negative marks on this issue.

Handling the situation in Iraq: Not surprisingly, the president’s numbers have declined on this issue. In
September, it was 40% approve to 56% disapprove, now it is 35% to 62% (including 48% who strongly
disapprove). Once again, conservatives and Republicans approve of the president’s handling of this issue.
More than seven out of 10 moderates and almost seven out of 10 independents give Bush a negative rating on
this issue. At least three out of five each of men and women also disapprove.

Handling the war on terrorism: The president’s ratings on this issue have been declining steadily. Although he
campaigned twice as the candidate who has and will continue to make the country safe and won both times on
this issue, he cannot call upon this issue any more to prop up his popularity. His strong support, though, comes
from his base of Republicans (83%) and conservatives (71%).

Bush handling national security and the war on terrorism:

Now 9/06 8/06 6/06
Approve 46% 48% 50% 51%
Disapprove 50 49 46 43

Yet, 50% said that Bush’s policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure over
the past six years, 26% said less secure and 21% think his policies didn’t make a difference one way or the
other. This positive feeling about Bush protecting the U.S. has declined slightly from 56% who said his policies
have made the country more secure in the September poll and 20% less secure.

Congress and President Bush

President Bush is seen as a lame duck president. Almost three out of five surveyed say that Bush will not be
able to accomplish much in the remaining two years of his presidency, while 42% believe he will be able to
accomplish a great deal or some of his goals. Conversely, two-thirds think the Democrats will be able to
accomplish a great deal or some of their goals in the next two years, while roughly three in 10 don’t think they
can accomplish much.
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How much do you think that George W. Bush will be able to accomplish in the remaining two years of his
presidency? Do you think he will be able to accomplish a great deal of what he would like to do over the next
two years, or some of it, or not much, or do you think he will not be able to accomplish anything at all?

ALL LIBERAL MIDDLE CONSERVY DEM IND REP _MALE FEMALE

Some (net) 42 30 40 52 28 35 59 36 46
A great deal 4 2 4 5 2 6 5 3 5
Some 38 28 36 46 26 28 54 33 41

Not much (net) 57 70 59 46 71 62 41 63 53
Not much 41 44 43 37 45 46 35 45 38
Nothing at all 16 26 16 10 26 16 6 18 15

Don’t know (net) 1 - 1 2 1 3 - 1 1

Generally speaking, now that the Democrats are a majority in both houses of Congress, how much do you
think the Democrats will be able to accomplish in the next two years: A great deal, some, not much, or nothing
at all?

ALL LIBERAL MIDDLE CONSERV DEM IND REP _MALE FEMALE

Some (net) 67 85 73 53 87 63 49 60 74
A great deal 14 21 12 14 22 15 6 12 16
Some 53 64 61 39 65 48 43 47 58

Not much (net) 31 15 26 45 12 33 50 38 24
Not much 25 14 22 35 11 28 38 33 18
Nothing at all 6 1 4 10 1 5 12 6 6

Don’t know 2 _ 1 2 1 4 1 2 2

And, almost two-thirds each of those surveyed want Bush to work with the Democratic Congress and the
Democratic Congress to work with the president even if each of them has to give up or sacrifice some of their
beliefs in order to ensure more will be accomplished. But nearly half (48%) think the Republicans and
Democrats will work together in Congress and 46% think there will be gridlock. Women are slightly more
optimistic than men — 52% of women believe the two parties will work together, while 50% of men said there
will be gridlock. Independents are split on this issue, while majorities of conservatives and Republicans said
there will be no bipartisanship in Congress. Majorities of Democrats and liberals believe bipartisanship will
prevail.

Newly elected Speaker of the House Pelosi is not known by many respondents (50%), including 52% of
Democrats. But among those who had an opinion, 27% had a favorable impression and 21% had an unfavorable
one. Newly elected Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid was unknown to more — 65% had not heard enough
about him to form an opinion, including 68% of Democrats. But 21% had a favorable opinion of him, while
12% had an unfavorable one.

Seven Issues — Democrats vs. President Bush: The poll measured seven issues and respondents were asked
whether the Democrats in Congress or the Republican president would be best on handling each one. The
Democrats surpassed Bush on six items. The seventh one — national security and terrorism -- Bush barely beat
back the Democrats taking a five point advantage. Although Bush beat the Democrats, his strength on this issue
is declining. In a January 2006 Times/Bloomberg poll, Bush beat the Democrats on this issue by 13 points.
Here are the seven issues:
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Who do you think can do a better job of handling:

Bush Democrats Both/Neither

National security and terrorism 43% 38 14
Taxes 38% 47 10
The nation’s economy 34% 51 11
Situation in Iraq 34% 45 16
Immigration issues 29% 42 21
The problems this

country currently faces 28% 47 19
Prescription drug prices for

the elderly and poor 17% 63 13

To help close the gap between rich and poor, Speaker Pelosi and her party want, among other things, to repeal
Bush’s tax cuts for the wealthy and to increase the minimum wage. Nearly three out of five Americans support
the repeal of the tax cut, while slightly more than a third do not.

Repeal tax cuts for the wealthy and investors:

ALL L/40K $40-$60K $60-100 M/$100
Should 56% 67% 62% 50%  45%
Should not 35 25 29 44 47

Nearly four out of five also want Congress to pass legislation to increase the minimum wage. All demographic
groups overwhelmingly support this. Also, more than three out of five Americans think Congress should
reform Social Security. Most demographic groups support this as well (Republicans and conservatives support
this measure, but reform may mean something totally different than what Democrats and liberals think. For
instance, Republicans might think of reform as the privatization of Social Security.)

But the public is divided over legislation that will create a guest worker program with a path to citizenship for
foreign workers (44% create a guest worker program, 46% don’t) Whites do not want legislation passed giving
citizenship to illegal immigrants, but Latinos and blacks do. The youngest respondents are more strongly
against this legislation (53%) than any other group. Older respondents (45+) are split on this issue, while the
30-44 year olds are slightly in favor of a guest worker program (49% to 43%). The more educated (college
graduate or more) support the legislation, while those with less than a college degree are against it.

The Economy

What could have been a bump in economic optimism due to falling gas prices and patriotic remembrances of
the anniversary of 9/11 in last September’s Los Angeles Times/ Bloomberg national poll, has turned out to be
an actual upward trend, according to this latest survey. More than six in 10 now say the economy is doing well
compared to 54% who said it was doing well last fall. This means that the gap between the economic optimists
and pessimists has more than doubled over that time period and it is an even more dramatic improvement over
the near split of 50% to 47% last June.
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Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly,
or very badly? (categories shown combine the very/fairly categories, “don’t know” left out)

Now 9/06 8/06 6/06 1/06 1/05 3/04 4/03
Well 61 54 50 50 55 60 49 50
Badly 38 44 49 47 44 39 49 47

sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A.Times Polls

Public economic optimism is even extending toward George W. Bush, whose rating on the economy has
likewise been slowly climbing from its low of 37% in a Times/Bloomberg poll last January. Public opinion of
his handling of the economy is now split 48% approve to 48% disapprove, an improvement over his eight point
negative rating - 43% to 51% - found last September. Bush’s negative rating on the economy hit a low of 59%
in a survey taken last August, following a run up in fuel costs that took prices at the gasoline pump over $3.00 a
gallon. Poll respondents in June’s survey laid the blame for the situation at the president’s feet.

Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy?

Now 9/06 8/06 6/06 1/06 1/05 3/04 4/03
Approve 48 43 38 39 37 49 43 55
Disapprove 48 51 59 54 59 46 53 39

source: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A. Times Polls

In September’s survey, about three out of 10 said that the decrease in fuel costs was making them feel that they
had more money to spend on other things. With gas prices staying relatively low in the intervening months, a
strong stock market, and no bumps in interest rates, not to mention a recent election in which Democrats were
elected on a platform that includes such things as raising the minimum wage and cutting tax breaks to the
wealthy, those good financial feelings may be continuing to contribute to the public’s sense of optimism about
the economy.

Personal Financial Situation

Nearly seven in 10 in this survey describe their own personal financial situation as very (15%) or fairly (53%)
secure as opposed to very (13%) or fairly (18%) shaky. This measure of economic financial health is fairly
steady —most people report their financial situation as being at least somewhat stable, no matter what is going
on with the economy.

Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly shaky,
or very shaky? (categories shown combine the very/fairly categories, “don’t know” left out)

Now 6/06 1/06 1/05 2/03 2/02 3/01 5/00
Secure 68 67 62 70 65 77 68 72
Shaky 31 31 37 30 34 23 30 27

sources: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg and L.A.Times Polls

Those in lower income households feel the least secure, of course — more than half of those in households
making $40,000 or less said they feel at least somewhat unstable financially, and women overall feel less secure
financially than do men — roughly a third of women reported having an unstable personal financial situation.

© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006. All rights reserved. page 5 December 2006



Own personal finances...

<$40K $40-$60K $60-100K  >$100K Male  Female
Very Secure 8 16 17 29 17 14
Fairly Secure 37 59 67 61 56 51
Fairly Shaky 25 19 12 9 16 19
Very Shaky 29 6 4 1 9 16

Home Prices

Despite the continuing slowdown in the real estate market, the survey showed that not too many think that the
value of homes in their neighborhoods will fall in the next few months. In fact, a majority expect prices to stay
the same over the coming half year (57%) and a greater percentage think prices will rise during that period
(26%) than think they will fall (15%). Only 6% predicted that home prices will fall more than 10%. A series of
Times/Bloomberg surveys taken in 2006 show that public concern about, or at least awareness of, a cooling off
in the once overheated housing market has grown as the year progressed and is now tailing off. (See table
below.) While the market has slowed and prices have dropped in some areas where real estate price increases
were highest, none of the dire warnings of a bursting housing price bubble have materialized and it may be that
the public is hoping that Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke may indeed be bringing the falling economy
in for a soft landing. The Fed today declined to raise interest rates for the fourth time in a row, noting that there
had been a “substantial cooling of the housing market.”

Six months from now, do you expect housing values to increase in your neighborhood, or to decrease, or do you
think housing values in your neighborhood will remain about the same?

Now 9/06 6/06 3/06 1/06

Increase 26 27 33 36 38
Decrease 15 19 15 14 13
Remain Same 57 53 49 49 48
Don’t Know 2 1 3 1 1

source: Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Polls

Economic Divide

As Democrats take control of Congress next year, proposals that could help narrow the growing gap between
the rich and the poor in this country will move higher up on the legislative agenda. Lawmakers are proposing
legislation that would cut Bush’s tax breaks for the wealthy, raise the national minimum wage, and reform
Social Security among other options meant to address the issue.

The survey shows that the public is looking toward Congress, rather than to President Bush, to better handle the
nation’s economy and agreeing that the gap between rich and poor is a serious issue for the nation. Nearly three
fourths said that they consider the income gap to be a very (38%) or somewhat (36%) serious problem. While
this finding holds true among all income levels, those in less affluent households are more likely to consider it a
serious problem than are those at the other end of the income spectrum.

As you may know, Congress is considering various measures to reduce the growing gap between the rich and the
poor in this country. Do you think this income gap has become a very serious problem for the nation, a somewhat
serious problem, or not too much of a problem, or not a problem at all?

All <$40K $40-$60K $60-100K  >$100K Male Female
Very 38 53 43 23 24 36 40
Somewhat 36 31 35 43 38 29 41
Not too much 16 10 11 25 23 21 13
Not a problem 8 4 9 9 15 12 4
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Household income is a good indicator of perceptions about the economy in general. Those living in the least
affluent households are the least likely to say the economy is doing well or to say the country is on the right
track. They are also least likely to approve of the way Bush is handling the economy. Those with higher
annual incomes tend to see these things through a rosier lens.

Positive answers from Direction of the Country, Economy Doing Well, and Bush economic job approval.

All <$40K $40-$60K $60-100K  >$100K Male Female
Country going in the
right direction 28 18 27 42 41 33 25
Economy doing well 61 44 62 77 77 71 52
Bush economic job
approval 48 34 50 61 53 52 45

Indeed, the increase in optimism found in this survey has passed by those in the lowest income households. Last
fall, 45% said that the economy was doing well and that number remains almost unchanged at 44% in the
current survey. However, the proportion of those who said the economy is doing well rose sharply among those
making more - from 53% to 62% in the $40-$60K annual income range and from 65% to 77% among those
making $60-$100K.

Holiday Spending

While public optimism about the economy is on the rise, the survey also contains some potentially troubling
news for retailers who reap as much as half of their profits in the last two months of the year, and some of
whom have already reported low sales for November.

The survey found that those planning to spend less on the holidays this year outnumber those spending more, by
greater than two to one. Nearly half (49%) said they would spend about the same amount as last year and 15%
said they would spend more, but roughly a third (34%) said they planned to cut back on holiday purchases,
including nearly two in 10 (19%) who said they plan to spend a lot less than last year.

Holiday spending is another area affected by income range, of course. The survey showed that 23% of those
living in households with annual incomes of more than $100K said they plan to spend less on the holidays this
year, but only 8% said they will scale back spending a lot. Almost six in 10 of that group said they had budgeted
about the same amount this year as last while another 18% said they plan to spend more.

It is a different story on the other end of the economic scale where holidays can be especially difficult for those
who have to work hard to keep their households financially afloat the rest of the year. More than four in 10 of
those living in households with annual incomes of $40,000 or less said they will spend less on presents this year
and three in 10 said they will spend a lot less. Thirty-nine percent said their spending will be about the same
and just over one in seven planned to spend more. Last summer’s surveys showed this lower income group to
be taking the hardest hit from high gasoline prices and they may have had the most trouble recovering
financially in time for the holidays.

The overall figures for holiday spending in this survey are not far different from those found in a Los Angeles
Times poll taken in December of 2002, when the economy was reeling from the economic shockwaves
generated by the events of 9/11. At that time four in 10 said, in a similar question, that they planned to spend
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less on the holidays than they had the previous year. Retailers that year did end up reporting very small
increases over the previous year’s sales.

So it remains to be seen whether a stated desire to cut back on spending will translate into fewer actual dollars
spent this holiday season, but low November sales figures like those of Wal-Mart, which posted its first
negative sales since the mid-nineties, may indicate that consumers at the lower end of the financial spectrum at
least are indeed keeping a tighter grip on their pocketbooks and credit cards this year. Higher end retailers such
as Tiffany’s and Nordstroms posted sales gains over the same period.

Iraq

The bipartisan Iraqi Study Group’s report last week warned the Bush administration that the situation in Iraq is
grave and deteriorating. The group issued 79 specific recommendations from direct talks with Syria and Iran to
peace talks with Israel and Palestine. The administration has been unwilling so far to commit to carrying out
the panel’s recommendation. Bush is making the rounds of the Pentagon and the State Department to hear more
views before he makes a decision on what course of action to take in Iraq. However, the poll tested three key
recommendations to explore how Americans feel about changing course. More than three out of five said Bush
should adopt the commission’s recommendation of talking directly with Syria and Iran. Almost three in ten
opposed this notion. Republicans were somewhat divided, while all other major demographic groups supported
this recommendation, even Bush’s core conservative group.

Seventy percent of those surveyed also think Bush should adopt the recommendation that the U.S. should
consider cutting its military and economic support for Iraq unless the Iraqi government shows significant
progress on political reforms and national reconciliation, 22% disagreed with this idea. Most demographic
groups agreed with this option.

Nearly three out of five think Bush should adopt the recommendation of reducing American troops by early
2008 and replacing them with a smaller number of troops embedded in the Iraqi military, as well as helping to
train Iraqi forces. Most demographic groups agreed on this recommendation as well.

Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation of talking directly with Iran and
Syria about the future of Iraq, or not?

ALL REG LIBERAL MIDDLE CONSERVY DEM IND REP
Talk directly with
Syria and Iran 64 63 72 73 51 78 62 48
Do not talk directly
with Syria and Iran 28 29 20 22 40 14 30 44
Not sure 8 8 8 5 9 8 7 8
Refused 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation that the United States should
consider cutting its military and economic support for Iraq unless the Iraqgi government shows significant
progress on political reforms and national reconciliation, or not?

ALL REG LIBERAL MIDDLE CONSERV DEM IND REP
Consider cutting support 70 70 74 79 61 81 70 61
Do not consider
cutting support 22 22 16 16 32 12 21 32
Not sure 7 7 10 4 7 7 8 6
Refused 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1
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Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation of reducing American troops by
early 2008 and replacing them with a smaller number of froops embedded in the Iraqi military, as well as
helping to train Iraqi forces, or not?

ALL REG LIBERAL MIDDLE CONSERY DEM IND REP
Reduce/ Replace troops 59 60 64 64 52 70 54 52
Don't reduce/replace trps 30 29 23 28 36 19 32 38
Not sure 9 9 10 7 9 8 13 8
Refused 2 2 3 1 3 3 1 2

Another possibility bandied about by some members of Congress is calling for a timetable for withdrawing
American troops from Iraq. A small majority (52%) of respondents believe the U.S. should set a fixed
timetable. In a similar question asked in the September poll, 44% said the U.S. military should stay as long as it
takes in Iraq to get the job done. This is a turnaround for the American people. It reflects a growing
dissatisfaction with the way the war is going. The bipartisan commission has made a similar recommendation
and now Americans may feel that they can agree to this without feeling they are not supporting the troops. Less
than a third (26%) said the U.S. should keep the same number of troops in Iraq until the country is secure and
12% believe more troops should be sent. Almost three quarters of Democrats, 66% of liberals and 56% of
moderates think the Bush administration should set a fixed withdrawal of troops, while 40% of Republicans
believe the troops we have on the ground now should stay there until the country is secure. Conservatives are
divided — 39% want a timed withdrawal and 34% want to keep the troops in Iraq. All age groups, especially the
youngest respondents (18-29) want a fixed timetable of withdrawal.

Most Americans do not believe the U.S. is winning the war in Iraq, but they also don’t think the insurgents are
either (66% said neither). In a September Times/Bloomberg poll 22% of those surveyed thought the U.S. was
winning the war, while 11% thought the insurgents were. Now, just 15% think the U.S. is winning — a decline
of seven points, and 14% think the insurgents are (up 3 points). Also, nearly three-fifths don’t think the
situation in Iraq was worth going to war over. Similar findings from the September poll (55% not worth it, 40%
worth it).

Bush denies that Iraq is engaged in a civil war, but 65% of Americans believe that country is in a civil war.
Most demographic groups, including Republicans (51%) and conservatives (59%) agree with this statement.

Analysis by Jill Darling and Susan H. Pinkus
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Results from the Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll

Guide to Column Headings

ALL
REG
LIB
MOD
CON
DEM
IND
REP
MEN
WOM

Note:

Adults nationwide
Registered voters
Self-described Liberals
Self-described Moderates
Self-described Conservatives
Self-described Democrats
Self-described Independents
Self-described Republicans
Males
Females

- (vol.) indicates a volunteered response
- ‘=° indicates of less than 0.5%
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Q1. Do you think things in this country are generally going in the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong track?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM
Right direction 28 30 12 25 43 12 20 53 33 25
Wrong track 62 61 77 66 47 80 67 37 55 67
Don’t know 10 9 11 9 10 8 13 10 12 8

Q2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as president? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 42 43 16 32 68 9 31 82 45 38
Approve strongly 21 23 6 13 39 3 14 43 21 21
Approve somewhat 20 20 10 19 29 6 17 35 25 17
Disapprove (net) 56 56 83 67 30 91 63 16 53 60
Disapprove somewhat 14 13 10 17 13 14 20 9 12 15
Disapprove strongly 43 43 73 49 17 77 44 7 41 45
Don’t know 2 1 1 1 2 - 6 2 2 2

(ORDER OF NEXT THREE QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q3. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you
(approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 48 50 19 44 73 15 44 87 52 45
Approve strongly 26 27 5 15 49 3 19 56 29 23
Approve somewhat 23 23 14 30 24 12 25 30 23 22
Disapprove (net) 48 47 76 54 24 81 49 12 45 51
Disapprove somewhat 15 15 20 17 10 24 13 7 17 13
Disapprove strongly 33 32 56 36 15 57 36 6 28 37
Don’t know 4 3 5 2 3 4 7 1 3 4

© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006. All rights reserved. page 11 December 2006



Q4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the situation in Iraq? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 35 36 1 27 60 5 28 71 38 33
Approve strongly 17 18 5 10 31 2 9 37 15 19
Approve somewhat 19 18 6 17 29 3 19 34 23 15
Disapprove (net) 62 61 86 71 37 93 68 26 60 63
Disapprove somewhat 13 11 8 15 14 11 16 13 14 13
Disapprove strongly 438 50 78 56 23 82 52 13 46 50
Don’t know 3 3 3 2 3 2 4 3 2 4

Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the war on terrorism? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 46 46 22 38 71 14 40 83 52 41
Approve strongly 27 27 9 17 438 4 18 56 31 23
Approve somewhat 19 19 13 21 23 10 23 27 21 18
Disapprove (net) 50 50 75 58 26 82 55 14 44 55
Disapprove somewhat 11 9 10 13 9 12 12 8 8 12
Disapprove strongly 39 41 65 45 17 70 43 6 35 43
Don’t know 4 4 3 4 3 4 5 3 4 4
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Q6. What issue do you think should be the first priority for the newly elected Congress to address? Is there another issue that should

be a top priority? (UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED)

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM

Set a timetable in Irag/

withdraw troops 27 28 37 27 21 39
Universal health care 16 16 22 19 10 22
Stronger immigration laws 11 12 9 10 14 6
Economic growth 7 7 11 7 5 11
Jobs/unemployment 6 5 5 6 6 6
Budget deficit 5 6 9 6 3 6
Energy policy 5 6 5 4 7 5
Education 5 5 8 4 4 7
Domestic issues in general 5 4 6 4 5 4
Medicare Part D reform 5 5 2 6 4 6
Social security 4 4 3 4 4 3
Minimum wage increase 4 4 4 3 3 4
Accept recommendations

of Iraq study committee 4 4 6 7 1 7
Poverty and homelessness 4 3 6 2 2 4
Strengthen troop presence

in Iraq 3 3 2 3 5 1
Iraq war in general 3 3 3 2 3 2
Terrorism 3 3 3 2 4 1
Miscellaneous Iraq mentions 2 2 1 2 2 1
Tax reform 2 2 1 3 1 2
Pass Bush administration

tax cuts 2 2 - 1 5 -
Ban on gay marriage 2 2 - 2 3 -
Environmental protections 2 2 2 3 1 2
Allow stem cell research 2 2 3 1 2 2
Bi-partisanship/work with

Bush 2 3 1 1 4 1
Investigate ethics violations

(White House/Congress) 2 2 1 2 1 2
Strengthen homeland security 2 2 1 2 3 2
Congressional reform 1 1 - 1 1 -
Repeal Bush

administration tax cuts 1 1 2 1 1 1
Pro-choice 1 1 1 1 1 -
Impeachment hearings for

G.W. Bush 1 1 2 1 - 2
Restore checks and

balances in government 1 2 1 1 2 -
Guest worker program 1 1 1 1 1 1
Iran/North Korea nuclear

ambitions 1 1 - - 1 1
Work for peace between

Israel and Palestine 1 - - 1 1 1
Income gap - - 1 - - -
Restrict abortion - - 1 - 1 -
Hearings/investigations

on Iraq war - - 1 - - -
Nothing in particular 5 5 2 8 6 4
Other 7 7 5 7 9 5
Don’t know 7 7 6 5 9 6
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(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)

Q7. How much do you think that George W. Bush will be able to accomplish in the remaining two years of his presidency? Do you
think he will be able to accomplish a great deal of what he would like to do over the next two years, or some of it, or not much, or do
you think he will not be able to accomplish anything at all?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Some (net) 42 41 30 40 S2 28 35 9 36 46
A great deal 4 4 2 4 5 2 6 5 3 5
Some 38 37 28 36 46 26 28 54 33 41
Not much (net) 7 S8 70 9 46 1 62 41 63 3
Not much 41 42 44 43 37 45 46 35 45 38
Nothing at all 16 16 26 16 10 26 16 6 18 15
Don’t know 1 1 - 1 2 1 3 - 1 1

Q8. Generally speaking, now that the Democrats are a majority in both houses of Congress, how much do you think the Democrats
will be able to accomplish in the next two years: A great deal, some, not much, or nothing at all?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Some (net) 67 68 85 73 S3 87 63 49 60 74
A great deal 14 14 21 12 14 22 15 6 12 16
Some 53 54 64 61 39 65 48 43 47 58
Not much (net) 3 30 15 26 45 12 33 50 38 24
Not much 25 24 14 22 35 11 28 38 33 18
Nothing at all 6 6 1 4 10 1 5 12 6 6
Don’t know 2 2 - 1 2 1 4 1 2 2

(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q9. When dealing with a Democratic Congress, do you think George W. Bush should compromise to get things done even if he has to
sacrifice some of his beliefs, or should Bush stand up for his beliefs even if that means less might be accomplished?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Compromise 65 66 79 72 51 82 65 47 67 63
Stand up for beliefs 32 30 18 26 46 14 29 51 29 34
Don’t know 3 4 3 2 3 4 6 2 4 3

Q10. When dealing with George W. Bush, do you think the Democrats in Congress should compromise to get things done even if they
have to sacrifice some of their beliefs, or should the Democrats in Congress stand up for their beliefs even if that means less might be
accomplished?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM
Compromise 65 65 55 68 70 57 59 77 66 63
Stand up for beliefs 32 31 40 29 27 40 37 20 31 33
Don’t know 3 4 5 3 3 3 4 3 3 4
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(ORDER OF STATEMENTS IS ROTATED)

Q11. Which statement comes closer to your view: "Now that the Democrats are a majority in both houses of Congress and the
president is a Republican, both branches of government will work together to get things done in a bipartisan way," or "Now that the
Democrats are a majority in both houses of Congress and the president is a Republican, there will be gridlock in Washington and
nothing will get done"?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Republicans and
Democrats will work
together 48 50 51 54 44 55 46 45 44 52
There will be gridlock in
Washington 46 46 43 41 53 38 46 53 50 43
Don’t know 6 4 6 5 3 7 8 2 6 5

(ORDER OF NEXT SEVEN QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q12. Who do you think can do a better job of solving the problems this country currently faces: President Bush or the Democrats in
Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 28 29 8 18 52 3 20 62 31 27
Democrats 47 47 79 54 22 87 43 9 44 50
Both equally (vol.) 9 8 4 12 9 5 13 9 7 10
Neither (vol.) 10 10 4 12 11 3 14 14 12 8
Don’t know 6 6 5 4 6 2 10 6 6 5

Q13. Who do you think can do a better job of handling the nation's economy: President Bush or the Democrats in Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 34 36 10 26 59 6 30 69 36 33
Democrats 51 51 75 60 27 89 45 14 49 52
Both equally (vol.) 5 4 6 6 3 3 9 4 5 5
Neither (vol.) 6 5 5 4 8 1 9 8 6 6
Don’t know 4 4 4 4 3 1 7 5 4 4

Q14. Who do you think can do a better job of handling national security and the war on terrorism: President Bush or the Democrats in
Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 43 43 23 33 67 14 35 81 51 36
Democrats 38 38 59 43 19 70 34 7 33 42
Both equally (vol.) 7 7 6 8 7 3 11 6 6 7
Neither (vol.) 7 7 7 9 4 8 11 3 6 8
Don’t know 5 5 5 7 3 5 9 3 4 7
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Q15. Who do you think can do a better job of handling immigration issues: President Bush or the Democrats in Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 29 30 11 27 45 13 23 53 33 26
Democrats 42 42 61 48 24 66 39 17 42 43
Both equally (vol.) 6 5 5 7 6 5 7 6 5 6
Neither (vol.) 15 15 13 12 18 8 22 18 15 14
Don’t know 8 8 10 6 7 8 9 6 5 11

Q16. Who do you think can do a better job of handling taxes: President Bush or the Democrats in Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 38 39 16 25 64 8 29 77 41 35
Democrats 47 46 72 56 25 83 45 11 45 50
Both equally (vol.) 3 3 2 5 2 2 7 1 3 3
Neither (vol.) 7 7 6 8 6 4 9 8 7 6
Don’t know 5 5 4 6 3 3 10 3 4 6

Q17. Who do you think can do a better job of handling the situation in Iraq: President Bush or the Democrats in Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 34 35 14 29 54 9 27 67 35 33
Democrats 45 44 67 51 25 79 37 15 42 47
Both equally (vol.) 6 6 5 7 7 3 10 6 8 5
Neither (vol.) 10 10 11 9 9 6 17 8 11 9
Don’t know 5 5 3 4 5 3 9 4 4 6

Q18. Who do you think can do a better job of handling prescription drug prices for the elderly and poor: President Bush or the
Democrats in Congress?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Bush 17 16 7 13 27 3 14 35 16 18
Democrats 63 65 79 70 438 89 60 39 62 64
Both equally (vol.) 4 3 1 5 4 1 6 3 4 3
Neither (vol.) 9 10 9 8 11 5 12 13 10 9
Don’t know 7 6 4 4 10 2 8 10 8 6

(ORDER OF NEXT FOUR QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q19. Do you think Congress should repeal George W. Bush's tax cuts for the wealthy and investors, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Should repeal tax cuts 56 56 79 65 34 83 58 27 55 58
Should not repeal tax cuts 35 35 15 27 55 12 30 63 40 31
Don’t know 9 9 6 8 11 5 12 10 5 11
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Q20. Do you think Congress should reform Social Security, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM
Should reform social
security 62 61 60 59 64 60 62 67 62 62
Should not reform social
security 26 27 27 30 24 29 22 23 26 27
Don’t know 12 12 13 11 12 11 16 10 12 11

Q21. Do you think Congress should pass legislation that will increase the minimum wage, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM

Should pass legislation to

increase minimum wage 77 77 86 83 66 93 77 61 70 83
Should not pass

legislation to increase

minimum wage 19 20 10 13 31 35 25 15
Don’t know 4 3 4 4 3 2 5 4 5 2

wn
[
o]

Q22. Do you think Congress should pass legislation that will create a guest worker program with a path to citizenship for foreign
workers, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM

Should create guest

worker program with path

to citizenship 44 44 49 42 44 438 45 39 51 38
Should not create guest

worker program with path

to citizenship 46 46 40 438 438 39 45 52 43 47
Don’t know 10 10 11 10 8 13 10 9 6 15

Q23. What is your impression of the new Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about her to say?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM

Haven't heard enough 50 48 47 55 46 52 50 43 38 60
Favorable (net) 27 28 47 28 14 43 28 9 3 23
Very favorable 8 9 18 5 4 16 5 2 10 7
Somewhat favorable 19 19 29 24 10 27 23 8 21 16
Unfavorable (net) 21 23 5 15 39 4 18 47 29 16
Somewhat unfavorable 9 9 3 9 13 3 8 16 12 6
Very unfavorable 13 14 2 5 26 - 10 30 17 10
Don’t know 2 1 1 2 1 2 4 1 2 1
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Q24. What is your impression of the new Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM

Haven't heard enough 65 63 61 67 63 68 60 60 59 70
Favorable (net) 21 22 35 23 13 28 22 15 23 19
Very favorable 3 3 7 3 1 6 3 1 3 3
Somewhat favorable 18 19 28 20 12 22 19 14 20 16
Unfavorable (net) 12 13 3 8 23 2 15 24 16 10
Somewhat unfavorable 7 7 3 6 10 2 10 11 9 5
Very unfavorable 6 6 - 2 12 - 4 13 7 5
Don’t know 2 2 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 1

Q25. Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly, or very
badly?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM

Well (net) 61 62 50 57 73 43 60 82 n 52
Very well 12 13 3 6 23 3 8 25 13 11
Fairly well 49 49 48 51 50 41 52 56 58 41
Badly (net) 38 37 48 42 27 55 40 18 29 47
Fairly badly 23 22 29 29 13 32 21 12 18 27
Very badly 15 15 18 13 14 22 19 7 10 20
Don’t know 1 1 2 1 - 2 - - - 1

Q26. Six months from now, do you expect the nation's economy will be better than it is now, worse than it is now, or about the same
as it is now?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM
Better 16 16 14 16 17 16 16 13 15 17
Worse 12 11 11 10 14 8 19 14 12 13
About the same 69 70 73 73 66 74 604 70 70 68
Don’t know 3 3 2 1 3 2 1 3 3 2

Q27. Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly shaky or very shaky?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Secure (net) 68 72 35 65 82 60 9 86 73 65
Very secure 15 17 9 13 21 12 16 19 17 14
Fairly secure 53 55 46 52 61 438 44 67 56 51
Shaky (net) 31 27 45 34 18 39 39 14 25 35
Fairly shaky 18 15 26 19 11 23 20 7 16 19
Very shaky 13 12 19 15 7 16 19 7 9 16
Don’t know 1 1 - 1 - 1 2 - 2 -
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Q28. Six months from now, do you expect housing values to increase in your neighborhood, or to decrease, or do you think housing
values in your neighborhood will remain about the same? (IF DECREASE) Do you expect housing values in your neighborhood to
fall by less than ten percent, or by ten to fifteen percent or by more than fifteen percent?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
Increase 26 25 24 23 28 22 27 28 32 21
Decrease (net) 15 16 15 16 15 16 14 14 14 16
Decrease: less than 10% 7 7 7 7 7 5 8 7 6 7
Decrease: 10% to 15% 4 4 5 5 4 5 4 3 4 5
Decrease: more than 15% 2 2 2 2 2 4 1 2 2 2
Decrease: not sure by
how much 2 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 1
Remain about the same 57 58 59 59 55 59 55 57 52 61
Don’t know 2 2 2 2 2 3 4 1 2 3

Q29. Compared to last year, would you say that this holiday season you will spend more, less, or about the same on presents for
friends and family? (IF MORE OR LESS) Will you be spending a lot (more/less) or a little (more/less)?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
More (net) 15 14 15 13 17 11 17 18 15 15
A lot more 4 3 3 4 4 2 7 4 3 4
A little more 11 11 12 9 13 9 10 14 12 11
Less (net) 34 34 37 40 28 44 33 22 29 39
A little less 16 16 17 16 15 21 15 12 15 17
A lot less 19 19 20 24 13 23 18 10 14 22
Same 49 S0 46 46 3 44 47 9 54 45
Don't celebrate/don't give
Presents (vol.) 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 2 1
Don’t know - - 1 - - - - - - -

Q30. As you may know, Congress is considering various measures to reduce the growing gap between the rich and the poor in this
country. Do you think this income gap has become a very serious problem for the nation, a somewhat serious problem, or not too
much of a problem, or not a problem at all?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
Serious/somewhat (net) 74 74 88 80 62 91 70 55 66 81
Very serious problem 38 40 56 42 24 58 42 15 36 40
Somewhat serious
problem 36 34 31 38 37 32 28 40 29 41
Not too much/at all (net) 24 24 1 19 36 7 29 43 32 17
Not too much of a
problem 16 17 8 12 26 6 17 30 21 13
Not a problem at all 8 7 4 7 11 2 12 13 12 4
Don’t know 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2
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Q57. Would you say George W. Bush's policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure over the past
six years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a difference one way or the other? (IF MORE OR LESS) Have
Bush's policies on terrorism and national security made the country much (more/less) secure or only somewhat (more/less) secure?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
More secure (net) 50 52 32 39 73 24 45 82 53 47
Much more secure 21 22 12 13 35 6 14 43 23 19
Somewhat more secure 29 30 20 26 38 19 31 39 30 28
Less secure (net) 26 26 44 29 13 45 28 6 24 28
Somewhat less secure 10 10 15 12 6 16 10 3 8 12
Much less secure 16 16 29 17 7 29 17 3 16 16
No difference one way or
other 21 19 23 28 12 26 23 10 20 22
Don’t know 3 3 1 4 2 5 4 2 3 4

Q58. All in all, do you think the situation in Iraq was worth going to war over, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Yes, worth going to war 40 40 15 34 62 10 39 70 42 38
No, not worth going to war 56 56 82 63 31 86 57 25 55 57
Don’t know 4 4 3 3 7 4 4 5 3 5

Q59. So far, do you think the U.S. is winning the war in Iraq, or do you think the anti-U.S. insurgents in Iraq are winning the war, or is
neither side winning the war in Iraq?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
U.S. winning 15 15 4 9 27 4 10 30 15 14
Insurgents in Iraq winning 14 13 23 17 6 23 16 5 16 13
Neither U.S. nor insurgents
winning 66 68 67 71 62 70 66 62 66 67
Don’t know 5 4 6 3 5 3 8 3 3 6

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS ROTATE)

Q60. As you may know, some members of Congress are calling for a timetable for withdrawing American troops from Iraq, while
others are saying that our troops should remain in Iraq until the country is secure, and others are proposing that more troops should be
sent to Iraq. Do you think the United States should withdraw troops from Iraq on a fixed timetable, or should keep the current level of
troops in Iraq as long as it takes to secure the country, or should send more troops to Iraq?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Withdraw/fixed timetable 52 51 66 56 39 76 51 29 46 58
Keep current level 26 26 18 25 34 11 26 40 28 24
Send more troops 12 13 7 13 17 4 14 20 17 8
Don’t know 10 10 9 6 10 9 9 11 9 10
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Q61. Do you think Iraq is currently engaged in a civil war, or do you not think Iraq is currently engaged in a civil war?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM
Yes, in a civil war 65 66 75 67 59 80 62 51 61 68
No, not in a civil war 26 26 18 22 35 10 28 42 31 21
Don’t know 9 8 7 11 6 10 10 7 8 11

A bipartisan commission led by former Secretary of State James Baker and former U.S. Representative Lee Hamilton issued their
Report this week which called on the Bush administration to change its policies in Iraq.
(ORDER OF NEXT THREE QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)

Q62. Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation of talking directly with Iran and Syria about the
future of Iraq, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Talk directly with Syria and
Iran 64 63 72 73 51 78 62 438 63 65
Not talk directly with Syria
and Iran 28 29 20 22 40 14 30 44 32 25
Don’t know 8 8 8 5 9 8 8 8 5 10

Q63. Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation that the United States should consider cutting its
military and economic support for Iraq unless the Iraqi government shows significant progress on political reforms and national
reconciliation, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM

U.S. should consider

cutting support unless

Iraq govt. shows progress 70 70 74 79 61 81 70 61 67 73
U.S. should not consider

cutting support unless

Iraq govt. shows progress 22 22 16 16 32 12 21 32 27 17
Don’t know 8 8 10 5 7 7 9 7 6 10

Q64. Do you think George W. Bush should adopt the commission's recommendation of reducing American troops by early 2008 and
replacing them with a smaller number of troops embedded in the Iraqi military, as well as helping to train Iraqi forces, or not?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM

Reduce troops/Replace

with a smaller number of

embedded troops 59 60 64 64 52 70 54 52 57 60
Don't reduce troops/

don’t replace with

embedded troops 30 29 23 28 36 19 32 38 33 27
Don’t know 11 11 13 8 12 11 14 10 10 13
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METHODOLOGY

The Los Angeles Times / Bloomberg Poll contacted 1,489 adults, including 1,342 registered voters, nationwide by
telephone December 8 through 11, 2006. Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in the nation, and
random digit dialing techniques allowed listed and unlisted numbers to be contacted. Multiple attempts were made to
contact each number. Adults were weighted slightly to conform with their respective census figures for sex, race, age,
education and region. The margin of sampling error for all adults, and registered voters, is plus or minus 3 percentage
points. For certain subgroups, the error margin may be somewhat higher. Poll results may also be affected by factors such
as question wording and the order in which questions are presented.
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