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DEMOCRATS AHEAD IN CONGRESSIONAL VOTE, BUT REPUBLICANS IMPROVE
ON MANY ISSUES IMPORTANT TO VOTERS

verview

George W. Bush’s speech while at events commemorating the fifth anniversary of September 11

and his speeches around the country that focused on terrorism and keeping the country safe, may
have given the president a bounce in his overall job rating, according to a new Los Angeles
Times/Bloomberg poll. Terrorism was always a strong issue for the president and he has used it during the
2004 election campaign to his benefit and it may now be giving a boost to Republicans in the
congressional midterm elections. On most issues the poll measured, Democrats led Republicans, but in
every issue, except the generic horserace question, the Republicans have improved their position.
Democrats have a ten point lead (49% to 39%) over the Republicans in a generic horserace question, not
much different from the 11 point lead last month. Almost the same share of voters who voted for a
Democrat also want the Democrats to seize control of Congress. Voters who want their own representative
to be reelected is lower than in 1994 when Republicans swept Congress.

Bush’s overall job rating is at 45%, an up tick of five points since a Times/Bloomberg poll taken last
month — his highest rating in 2006. There was also a slight improvement on his performance of handling
the situation in Iraq. With his speeches on terrorism around the country, and his speech Tuesday to the
United Nations’ General Assembly about stamping out extremists who want to derail freedom, he has been
able to turn the attention of the electorate to the one issue — terrorism -- that has helped his presidency and
may be helping Republican candidates running for election in November. Whether this is sustainable is
another question. The elections are more than six weeks away. He has turned the attention of the
American public toward national security and keeping the country safe from terrorism. Slightly more
Americans see the Iraq war as separate from the war on terrorism than see it as part of the war against
terrorism. Interestingly, although terrorism still seems to be a strong issue for the president, more than
three-fifths of all those surveyed said that the president and his administration does not have a clear policy
for dealing with the war on terrorism, but instead is reacting to events. Even among moderate
Republicans, 53% think the president is being reactive.

The Democrats, on the other hand, want to link national security and the Iraq war together to show that
Bush’s policies have failed. More than half of the public disapprove of the way Bush is handling the
situation in Iraq, including 63% of independents and 65% of moderates. =~ When respondents were asked
if Bush’s policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more or less secure over the
past five years, 56% said more secure. But, when the question linked Bush’s policies on the war in Iraq
and his policies on terrorism and national security, it dropped to 48% who said they felt more secure.

© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006. All rights reserved. page 1 Politics/September 2006



Congressional Midterm Election

If the election were being held today, Democrats would beat Republicans by 49% to 39%. Ten percent
were undecided.

Some shifting demographics:

e Independents give Democrats a 43% to 33% lead. Since last month’s poll, Republicans gained 10
points and Democrats six points among this group.

e  While 72% of moderate Republicans are voting for their party’s candidate in November, this is a
decline of 11 points from last month. Less than a fifth of this group is supporting a Democratic
candidate.

e Last month the 30-44 year olds were decidedly voting Democratic (48% to 38%), but in the current
survey, they have tipped toward the Republican Party by 46% to 42%. The 45-64 year olds are also
voting more Democratic — up seven points from last month.

e Voters with a college degree or more will vote solidly for a Democratic candidate by 55% to 35%.
This is a gain for Democrats of seven points and a decline of 8 points for a Republican candidate.

e The upper middle class (households with income between $60K and $100K) have changed from
being solidly for a Democratic candidate in last month’s poll to now being divided. However,
those households with more than $100K are giving the Democrats an eight point lead over the
Republicans (when they were divided last month).

e Last month, men were voting for a Democrat, now they are divided. Women are solidly in the
Democratic column. They give Democrats a strong 20 point advantage over the Republicans, an
increase over a 13 point lead from last month

e Voters living in the suburbs gave Republicans an eight point lead over their opponents last month,
but in the current poll, they give the Democrats their support by 52% to 37%. Rural Americans
have switched from supporting a Democratic candidate to supporting a Republican.

e Southerners moved from supporting a Republican candidate last month by 49% to 41%, to splitting
their vote in the current survey.

The Democrats still hold a nine point advantage over the Republicans when voters were asked who they
would like to control Congress (48% to 39%). But in June , Democrats had a 20 point advantage over the
Republicans on who should control Congress. When voters were given five choices as to why they would
want Democrats to take control of Congress, they cited as their top mention “more likely to support
policies that will encourage economic growth,” while the Republican top mention as to why they would
want to have their party keep control, was “more likely to support policies that reflect my social values.”
Only 6% of voters who wanted a Democratic takeover mentioned their policies would strengthen national
security.
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Of the following reasons, what would you say is the main reason why you would want the Democrats to
take control:

More likely to support policies that will

encourage economic growth 25
Democrats act as a check on president Bush 18
More likely to support policies that reflect my

social values 17
Believe Republicans would take country

in wrong direction 17
More likely to support policies that will

strengthen national security 6

All (volunteered) 14

Of the following reasons, what would you say is the main reason why you would want Republicans to
keep control of Congress:

More likely to support policies that reflect my

social values 26
Believe Democrats would take country in wrong
direction 24
More likely to support policies that will

strengthen national security 16
More likely to support policies that will

encourage economic growth 13
More likely to support president Bush and his
policies 8
All (volunteered) 11

Congress overall: Congress’ job approval rating has not moved since April. Among voters it is 28%
approve and 60% disapprove. For Democrats in Congress, 40% of voters have a favorable impression of
them, while 43% have an unfavorable one (a 4 point favorable increase since June). For Republicans in
Congress, 43% of voters have a favorable opinion and 45% have an unfavorable one (a 10 point rise in
their favorability rating).

Most voters did not know who Nancy Pelosi, the minority leader in the House was — 64% either hadn’t
heard enough about her to form an opinion or were undecided. But those who had an opinion, 14% rated
her with a positive opinion and 22% a negative one.

The war in Iraq plays a large part in the upcoming midterm election. A third of voters said it would make
them less likely to vote for a candidate if he/she supported the war in Iraq, while nearly three in 10 said it
would make them more likely. Almost two in five said it would not be a factor in their vote. Not
surprisingly, 54% of Republicans said it would make them more likely (including only 37% of moderate
Republicans), while 56% of Democrats said it would make them less likely. More than a third each of
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independents and moderates said it would make them less likely — a slight increase from the July
Times/Bloomberg poll, where roughly a quarter of independents and three in 10 moderates said less likely.

Also, almost two in five voters said they would be less likely to vote for a congressional candidate if he/she
supported most of the president’s policies and was endorsed by him, 23% said more likely and 37% said
this piece of information would not factor into their vote. Almost three times as many independents said
they would be less likely to support their candidate than more likely if he/she was endorsed by the
president.

Party who is best at:

The following group of questions is aimed at which party voters think can do a better job at handling
various issues pertinent to the upcoming election. On many of the issues, Republicans have gained traction
-- not so much at the expense of Democrats, but in changing the minds of undecideds. Also, on many of
the issues, the poll finds a gender gap with women more inclined to support the Democrats and men more
inclined to support the Republicans.

In a June Times/Bloomberg poll, the Democratic party was the party that came closer to representing the
values that the voters held important by 45% to 38%. In the current poll, the parties have virtually tied on
this issue (44% for Democrats and 42% for Republicans). Men and women feel differently — men said the
Republicans represent their values, while the women think the Democrats do. Moderates give the
Democrats a 22 point advantage, while independents give the Democrats a seven point lead.

But voters think the Republican Party, rather than the Democratic Party is the party that listens more to the
needs of lobbyists and special interests than to the needs of their own constituents by 37% to 26%.

Handling the major problems facing the country: Democrats take the lead by 44% to 37% among all
voters. But since a June Times/Bloomberg poll, this is a seven point gain for Republicans. Men and
women are at odds on this question — men are divided, while nearly half of women believe the Democratic
Party would be best at handling problems facing the country.

Handling the budget deficit: Half of all voters said the Democrats would be best at handling the budget
deficit, while 28% thought the Republicans. This is an eight point gain for Republicans since the question
was asked in an April Times/Bloomberg poll. Democrats gained three points.

Most demographic groups believe Democrats are best on this issue with the exception of conservatives and
Republicans. There was no gender gap.

Keeping America prosperous in the years to come: Democrats beat the Republicans by six points (43% to
37%). Republicans gained five points since April, while Democrats share rose by two points. There is a
gender gap with men splitting between the two parties, versus women believing Democrats would make
the country prosperous.

Handling national security and the war on terrorism: Republicans still carry this issue and the gap has
widened. Now Republicans carry a 17 point advantage over the Democrats (49% to 32%), while in July it
was a nine point lead. Women are somewhat divided, while almost three in five male voters think the
Republicans are best on this issue. Independents give Republicans a 19 point advantage over the
Democrats on handling terrorism and national security. Moderates are somewhat divided (39% for
Republicans and 34% for Democrats).

Among those who will vote for a Democrat in the November congressional election, 59% thought the
Democratic party would be best at handling terrorism and national security, 18% said the Republicans,
16% thought both or neither and 7% were undecided. But among those who will vote Republican in
November, there was no question from almost all -- 89% believe the Republican party would be best.
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Handling immigration issues: Republicans have made some strides on this issue as well. In last month’s
poll, Democrats led their opponents by 14 points. In this poll, Democrats beat Republicans by 38% to
31%, a seven point advantage. Again, there is a gender gap with women supporting Democrats and men
dividing their support.

Handling taxes: Democrats are ahead of Republicans by 44% to 36% on this issue. In April it was 42% to
29%. There is the same gender difference that is seen on most of the other issues.

Handling the situation in Iraq: In last month’s poll, voters gave the edge to Democrats by three points
(37% to 34%). In this current poll, however, it is reversed. Republicans receive 41% of support as the
party that can do the better job of handling the situation in Iraq, compared to 39% of voters who said that
about the Democrats. Independents are virtually split as to which party is better. Men believe the
Republican Party is better on handling this issue by 48% to 36%. Women believe the Democratic Party is
better at this issue by 41% to 36%.

Among voters who would vote for a Democratic candidate in November, more than two thirds believe that
the Democratic party would be the best party to handle the situation in Iraq, 11% thought the Republicans
and 14% said either both or neither party. Among those who support a Republican candidate, 84% thought
Republicans were best on this issue.

Dealing with Iran and its nuclear weapons program: Republicans edge out Democrats by 40% to 35%.
More than a third of independents believe the Republican Party was better on this issue, while almost the
same share of moderates thought the Democrats were.

George W. Bush’s job approval

New direction or stay the course: Two out of five surveyed said that the country is not better off with
Bush’s policies and should proceed in another direction. More than a third wanted to continue with the
president’s policies. Among the 61% who want the country to move in another direction, more than seven
out of ten are supporting a Democratic candidate for Congress. Interestingly, two out of five moderate
Republicans also want the country to move in another direction and leave Bush’s policies behind, whereas
23% of moderate Democrats want to stay the course Bush set forth.

Overall Job Rating: Bush is having a good month. Most polls out at about the same time as this poll shows
his job approval rating has improved. In this poll, 45% of respondents approve of the way the president is
handling his job, while 52% disapprove. Among registered voters, the numbers are about the same (44%
to 54%). In last month’s poll the president’s ratings were 40% to 58% among all respondents and 41% to
57% among registered voters. The president’s last positive rating from an L.A. Times poll was in January
2005 when it was 50% to 47% among all respondents. The last positive rating among registered voters
was in a September 2004 Times Poll when Bush’s job rating was 51% to 47%.
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Some demographics — comparing Bush’s job approval from last month to now:

————————— NOW--------—- ------—--August---------
Approve  Disapprove Approve  Disapprove

Party Affiliation

Democrat 19 80 11 88

Independent 38 57 33 62

Republican 83 13 77 21
Political Ideology

Liberal 18 81 14 82

Moderate 33 64 35 63

Conservative 68 29 63 36
Political Bias by Party

Liberal Democrats 9 91 5 93

Moderate Democrats 27 72 15 84

Moderate Republicans 68 25 65 29

Conservative Republicans 88 9 84 15
Education

Less/College graduate 47 49 39 58

College graduate or more 39 60 42 57
Gender

Men 48 49 44 54

Women 42 55 37 61
National Areas

East 37 60 29 68

Midwest 40 58 42 57

South 54 44 51 47

West 45 50 33 63

Handling the economy: More than two out of five (43%) respondents approve of the way the president is
handling the economy, while half disapprove. Bush’s positive rating is up from 38% last month. This up
tick may be tied to the declining gas prices. In just the past two weeks, gas prices have dipped by almost
30 cents nationally. Men are somewhat divided, while more than half of women disapprove.

Handling the situation in Iraq: A majority of Americans (56%) disapprove of the way Bush is handling
the situation in Iraq, while 40% approve. Since last month, his disapproval rating is down by four points
and his approval rating is up by two points.

Handling immigration issues: The president’s ratings on this issue has basically not changed from last
month’s poll standing. A third approve of Bush’s handling of immigration issues, while 57% disapprove.
The president is out of sync with his conservative Republican brethren who want stricter enforcement of
allowing illegal immigrants to work in the U.S. Two out of five conservative Republicans disapprove of
the president’s performance on this issue. And only a plurality of all Republicans approve of the way the
president is handling this issue.

Handling the war on terrorism: In last month’s poll, half of all Americans approved of the way the
president handled this issue, with 46% disapproving. In the current poll, the public is split (48% to 49%).
Men and women see Bush’s accomplishments on this issue differently. A majority of men give the
president a positive rating, while almost the same share of women give Bush a negative one.

Independents, the swing voters in the upcoming election, are somewhat divided, but lean toward giving the
president a negative rating (50% to 46%).
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Terrorism and the war in Iraq

Terrorism: For virtually all respondents, terrorism is a somewhat serious (32%) or very serious (63%)
problem. Most of those surveyed don’t think the president has formulated a clear policy for dealing with
it. More than three-fifths of respondents said that Bush is reacting to events rather than having a clear
strategy, while 26% believe he does have a clear policy. Half of Republicans (including just 31% of
moderate Republicans and 57% of conservative Republicans) said that the president has formulated a clear
plan for dealing with terrorism. Only about a fifth of independents and less than that of moderates also
believe that of the president. Both men and women agree that the president is being reactive rather
proactive in dealing with the war on terrorism.

Still, 56% of Americans thought that Bush’s policies on terrorism and national security have made the
country more secure over the past five years, 20% less secure and 22% said his policies have not made a
difference one way or the other. Roughly two out of five Democrats (including nearly half of moderate
Democrats and 26% of liberal Democrats) believe that Bush has made the country more secure.

But when the poll asked the question whether Bush’s policies on the war in Iraq and his policies on
terrorism and national security have made the country more or less secure, the numbers decline somewhat
dramatically. Less than half (48%) of those surveyed said that Bush’s policies had made the country more
secure, 28% less secure and 19% said it made no difference one way or the other. It made the most
difference to Democratic support when Bush’s policies on the war in Iraq was added to the question.
Support fell 12 points among all Democrats, including a 16 point decline among liberal Democrats and a
nine point drop from moderate Democrats.

Would you say George W. Bush's policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more
secure over the past five years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a difference one
way or the other?

ALL DEM IND REP MALE FEMALE

More secure 56 37 50 85 59 53
Less secure 20 31 22 4 17 21
No difference 22 28 26 10 22 23

Would you say Bush's policies on Irag AND his policies on terrorism and national security have made the
country more secure over the past five years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a
difference one way or the other?

ALL DEM IND REP MALE FEMALE

More secure 48 25 45 79 55 43
Less secure 28 45 30 6 25 30
No difference 19 25 20 10 18 20
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The week that the poll was in the field featured the debate in Congress about the interpretation of treatment
of captured soldiers as defined in Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions. A poll question
explained that the Bush administration introduced a bill before Congress on the subject of prosecution and
interrogation of military detainees. But one of the sticking points in the bill is the way the U.S. would
interpret the Geneva Conventions’ treatment of captured soldiers. The public was as divided as Congress.
Thirty-six percent agreed with the statement that Bush’s bill is good for the country because it would
clarify the rules in the Geneva Conventions and allow interrogators to continue to use more extreme
methods necessary with high-value military detainees. On the other hand, 39% agreed with the statement
that said Bush’s bill is bad for the country because it would legalize the use of more extreme methods of
interrogation with high-value detainees which would give other countries an excuse to strip international
protections from captured U.S. soldiers. Fourteen percent said they hadn’t heard enough to form an
opinion and 11% were undecided. Men think Bush’s bill is good for the country, while women think
Bush’s bill is bad for the country.

Iraq: A majority of Americans (55%) believe the situation in Iraq was not worth going to war over, while
two out of five thought it was. Majorities of Americans have felt this way since the Times Poll asked the
question as far back as January 2005. A quarter of moderate Republicans don’t think the war in Iraq was
worth it, while more than a quarter of moderate Democrats believe fighting in Iraq was worth it. If voters
thought the war was worth it, roughly seven in 10 will vote for a Republican candidate for Congress, while
the same share of voter who thought the war was not worth it will support a Democratic candidate.

A majority of respondents don’t believe the president when he says the U.S military is making a lot of
progress in making Iraq a safe, democratic country, compared to almost two-fifths who do believe him. To
that end, most respondents don’t think the U.S. is winning the war in Iraq, but they also don’t believe the
insurgents are either. More than three out of five surveyed said neither the U.S. nor the insurgents are
winning in Iraq, but more than two times as many think the U.S. is winning over the terrorists (22% to
11%). In a January 2006 Times poll, 33% thought the U.S. was winning the war. The decline of 11 points
1s not surprising given the deaths and suicide bombings in Iraq the public sees on TV every day.

Americans, though, are concerned that the Iraq war is diverting resources that could be used to fight
terrorism. Three-fifths said this, compared to 27% who thought the Iraq war was the most effective way to
reduce the risk of terrorism. With the pessimistic mood about the war, nearly half believe that Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld should be replaced. Most demographic groups want him to go, except for the
most loyal Republicans and conservatives.

Rumsfeld and some Bush administration spokespersons have tried to make it seem unpatriotic if someone
criticizes Bush’s policies in Iraq as not supporting our U.S. fighting men and women. The American
people are not buying the argument advanced by Rumsfeld or the Bush administration. More than three
quarters (77%) said people could support the troops fighting in Iraq and still criticize the president’s
policies in Irag. Even 63% of Republicans and 65% of conservatives believe this as well. And they most
certainly do not buy the argument that compares people who oppose the Iraq war to people who sought to
appease the Nazis before World War II. Roughly four out of five think this is an unfair characterization,
including two-thirds each of Republicans and conservatives.
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A large majority (59%) think Iraq is currently engaged in a civil war, while 27% don’t think the country is
in a civil war. The respondents are somewhat divided as to whether Iraq is part of the war on terrorism
(44%) or separate from it (51%).

Most respondents don’t want to get out of Iraq immediately, but would accept a graduated pullout. Yet,
43% said the U.S. should maintain a significant number of troops in Iraq for as long as it takes to secure
and stabilize the country.

Analysis by Susan H. Pinkus
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Results from the Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll
September 16-19, 2006

(George W. Bush, the congressional mid-term elections, terrorism and Iraq)

Guide to Column Headings

ALL All adults

REG Registered voters

LIB Liberals

MOD Moderates

CON Conservatives

DEM Self-described Democrats
IND Self-described Independents
REP Self-described Republicans
MEN Males

WOM Females

Note:

(vol.) indicates a volunteered response
‘~‘ indicates of less than 0.5%
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Q1. Do you think things in this country are generally going in the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong track?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM
Right direction 31 32 13 22 438 15 23 61 35 27
Wrong track 61 61 83 67 44 80 65 31 57 64
Don’t know 8 7 4 11 8 5 12 8 8 9

Q2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as president? IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 45 44 18 33 68 19 38 83 48 42
Approve strongly 23 24 5 13 39 6 16 52 25 20
Approve somewhat 22 20 13 20 29 13 22 31 23 22
Disapprove (net) 52 54 81 64 29 80 57 13 49 55
Disapprove somewhat 13 12 11 19 10 12 17 7 12 14
Disapprove strongly 40 42 70 45 19 69 40 7 38 41
Don’t know 3 2 1 3 3 1 5 4 3 3

(ORDER OF NEXT FOUR QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q3. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 43 43 17 32 66 20 38 77 45 42
Approve strongly 21 22 4 11 37 4 16 46 25 17
Approve somewhat 23 21 13 21 29 16 22 31 20 25
Disapprove (net) 51 52 80 61 29 78 52 19 49 53
Disapprove somewhat 17 17 24 21 10 20 20 11 17 17
Disapprove strongly 34 36 55 40 19 58 32 8 32 36
Don’t know 6 5 3 7 5 2 10 4 6 5
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Q4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the situation in Iraq? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 40 41 12 32 62 14 33 79 46 35
Approve strongly 22 23 4 14 37 8 16 46 24 20
Approve somewhat 19 18 9 18 25 6 17 33 23 16
Disapprove (net) 56 56 84 65 35 82 63 19 51 61
Disapprove somewhat 11 10 7 13 11 8 16 7 8 13
Disapprove strongly 45 46 76 52 24 74 47 12 42 48
Don’t know 4 3 4 3 3 4 4 2 3 4

Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling immigration issues? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 33 33 24 24 44 20 32 47 36 31
Approve strongly 11 11 7 6 17 5 10 18 11 11
Approve somewhat 22 22 17 18 28 15 22 30 24 20
Disapprove (net) 57 57 68 63 47 70 57 42 56 57
Disapprove somewhat 23 23 24 29 20 23 23 24 27 20
Disapprove strongly 33 34 44 34 27 47 34 18 29 37
Don’t know 10 10 8 13 9 10 11 11 8 12

Q6. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the war on terrorism? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 48 49 19 40 71 21 46 83 53 45
Approve strongly 30 32 7 19 50 9 24 62 34 26
Approve somewhat 18 17 12 21 21 12 22 21 18 19
Disapprove (net) 49 48 78 57 27 76 50 16 45 52
Disapprove somewhat 14 14 19 16 10 18 15 6 13 14
Disapprove strongly 35 34 59 41 17 58 35 10 32 38
Don’t know 3 3 3 3 2 3 4 1 2 3
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Q7. Would you say the country is better off because of George W. Bush's policies and should proceed in the direction he set out,
or do you think the country is not better off and needs to move in a new direction?

ALL
Continue policies of Bush 35
Needs a new direction 61
Don’t know 4

REG
36
61

MOD CON  DEM
24 59 13
72 37 84

4 4 3

(QUESTIONS 9-26 ARE ONLY ASKED OF REGISTERED VOTERS)

IND
25
69

REP MEN wOoM
74 37 33
22 60 62

4 3 5

Q0. If the election for Congress was being held today, which party would you like to see win in your congressional district: the
Democratic Party or the Republican Party? (INCLUDES LEANERS)

Among Registered Voters

REG
Democratic party 49
Republican party 39
Other party (Vol.) 1
Neither 2
Don’t know 9

LIB
84

= W=

MOD CON DEM IND
55 28 89 43

25 65 5 33

2 1 1 2

3 2 1 6

15 4 4 16

REP MEN wOoM
10 45 52
85 45 33

- 1 1
1 2 3
4 7 11

Q10. Do you think the U.S. Representative in Congress who represents your district deserves to be reelected to another term, or
do you think it is time to have someone else represent your district?

Among Registered Voters

REG
Deserves to be reelected 46
Time to have someone else
represent district 40
Don’t know 14
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15
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49 46 39 45
40 41 438 40
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REP MEN wOoM
55 46 46
30 42 38
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Q11. What issue will be most important to you when you decide which congressional candidate to vote for in November? Is
there another issue that will be almost as important to you?
(UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED) (TOP SIX RESPONSES SHOWN)

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Economy and jobs 32 34 38 26 37 34 24 32 32
Iraq war 21 35 19 16 28 21 15 23 20
Immigration issue/illegal
immigration 17 9 11 27 8 19 26 17 18
War on terrorism 13 9 10 17 8 14 18 16 10
Education 10 14 11 7 13 8 7 6 13
Health care 10 15 12 6 16 7 4 7 12

(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)

Q12. Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate in your congressional district this November if you knew he or
she supported the war in Iraq, or would knowing this not be a factor in your vote? (IF MORE OR LESS) Would this make you
much (more/less) likely or only somewhat (more/less) likely to vote for that candidate?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

More likely (net) 27 S 16 48 9 21 54 31 23
Much more likely 17 2 9 32 4 13 36 20 14
Somewhat more likely 10 3 7 16 5 8 18 11 9
Less likely (net) 33 61 36 15 56 34 6 29 37
Somewhat less likely 9 13 13 5 13 12 1 8 10
Much less likely 24 48 23 10 43 22 5 21 27
Not a factor 36 31 43 35 32 41 36 36 37
Don’t know 4 3 5 2 3 4 4 4 4
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Q13. Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate in your congressional district this November if you knew he or
she supported most of George W. Bush's policies and was endorsed by the president, or would knowing this not be a factor in
your vote? (IF MORE OR LESS) Would this make you much (more/less) likely or only somewhat (more/less) likely to vote for
that candidate?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

More likely (net) 23 6 9 42 9 13 1 23 23
Much more likely 16 4 5 30 6 7 38 15 16
Somewhat more likely 7 2 4 12 3 6 13 9 6
Less likely (net) 39 75 44 16 70 36 8 37 41
Somewhat less likely 6 9 8 3 9 5 2 4 8
Much less likely 33 66 36 13 61 31 6 33 33
Not a factor 37 19 46 41 21 50 39 38 36
Don’t know 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 1 1

Q14. After the election in November, would you like to see the Democrats take control of Congress, or would you like to see the
Republicans continue to be in control of Congress?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Democrats in control 48 85 54 26 89 46 6 45 50
Republicans keep control
of congress 39 7 26 67 7 30 87 45 34
Each party control one
house of congress (Vol.) 2 2 3 2 - 4 1 1 3
Don’t know 11 6 17 5 4 20 6 9 13
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(ASKED OF REGISTERED VOTERS WHO WANT DEMOCRATS TO TAKE CONTROL)

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS IS ROTATED)

Q15. Of the following reasons, what would you say is the main reason why you would want the Democrats to take control of
Congress: Is it because Democrats will act as a check on George W. Bush and his policies, or because Democrats are more
likely to support the policies that will strengthen national security, or because Democrats are more likely to support polices that
will encourage economic growth, or because Democrats are more likely to support policies that reflect your social values, or
because you believe Republicans would take the country in the wrong direction?

Among Registered Voters

Act as a check on

president Bush

More likely to support

policies that will
strengthen national
security

More likely to support

policies that will
encourage economic
growth

More likely to support

policies that reflect my
social values

Believe Republicans would

take country in wrong
direction

All (Vol)

Don’t know
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(ASKED OF REGISTERED VOTERS WHO WANT REPUBLICANS TO KEEP CONTROL)

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS IS ROTATED)

Q16. Of the following reasons, what would you say is the main reason why you would want Republicans to keep control of
Congress: Is it because Republicans are more likely to support George W. Bush and his policies, or because Republicans are
more likely to support the policies that will strengthen national security, or because Republicans are more likely to support
polices that will encourage economic growth, or because Republicans are more likely to support policies that reflect your social
values, or because you believe Democrats would take the country in the wrong direction?

Among Registered Voters
REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

More likely to support
president Bush and his

policies 8 14 7 7 8 11 8 9 7
More likely to support
policies that will

strengthen national

security 16 11 14 17 13 19 13 18 14
More likely to support
policies that will

encourage economic

growth 13 59 25 8 9 16 12 16 11
More likely to support
policies that reflect my

social values 26 1 13 32 32 15 31 23 29
Believe Democrats would
take country in wrong

direction 24 12 29 23 26 24 22 21 26
All (Vol.) 11 1 11 12 10 13 12 11 12
Don’t know 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 1

(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q17. Which party, the Democrats or the Republicans, comes closer to representing the values that you, yourself, hold important?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
Democrats 44 84 51 19 86 41 4 41 47
Republicans 42 6 29 72 9 34 90 47 38
Both equally (Vol.) 4 2 7 4 1 7 3 3 4
Neither (Vol.) 6 3 9 3 2 10 2 5 7
Don’t know 4 5 4 2 2 8 1 4 4
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Q18. Which party, the Democrats or the Republicans, do you think listens more to the needs of lobbyists and special interests
than to the needs of their own constituents?

Among Registered Voters

REG
Democrats 26
Republicans 37
Both equally (Vol.) 23
Neither (Vol.) 6
Don’t know 8

(ORDER OF NEXT EIGHT QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q19. Which party do you think can do a better job handling the major problems facing the country?

LIB
15

REG
Democrats 44
Republicans 37
Both equally (Vol.) 4
Neither (Vol.) 8
Don’t know 7

LIB
8

=]

A A W

Q20. Which party do you think can do a better job of handling the budget deficit?

REG
Democrats 50
Republicans 28
Both equally (Vol.) 4
Neither (Vol.) 12
Don’t know 6
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LIB
8

MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
23 34 24 24 31 21 29

42 21 52 33 24 40 35

21 30 12 28 31 28 20

6 5 5 9 2 7 5

8 10 7 6 12 4 11

Among Registered Voters

MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
47 22 83 39 5 42 46

24 63 6 31 82 43 32

7 3 2 5 3 3 5

13 5 4 14 4 7 8

9 7 5 11 6 5 9

Among Registered Voters

MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
56 30 85 50 13 50 50

19 46 4 20 64 30 27

4 4 3 4 4 3 5

14 13 4 17 13 14 9

7 7 4 9 6 3 9
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Q21. Which party do you think will do a better job of keeping America prosperous in the years to come?

Among Registered Voters

REG
Democrats 43
Republicans 37
Both equally (Vol.) 5
Neither (Vol.) 6
Don’t know 9

LIB
78

R W A

MOD CON DEM IND
438 22 82 42

30 60 7 29

8 4 2 8

6 5 3 9

8 9 6 12

REP MEN wOoM
5 41 45

79 42 33

4 4 7

5 7 4

7 6 11

Q22. Which party do you think can do a better job of handling national security and the war on terrorism?

Among Registered Voters

REG
Democrats 32
Republicans 49
Both equally (Vol.) 6
Neither (Vol.) 7
Don’t know 6

LIB
63
19

4
9
5

Q23. Which party do you think can do a better job of handling immigration issues?

REG
Democrats 38
Republicans 31
Both equally (Vol.) 5
Neither (Vol.) 14
Don’t know 12
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MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
34 16 65 27 2 27 37

39 72 14 46 89 58 41

10 4 6 9 4 4 8

8 4 8 10 1 7 6

9 4 7 8 4 4 8

Among Registered Voters

MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
40 24 68 36 8 35 40

24 46 9 27 58 35 28

9 4 3 6 7 6 5

14 14 11 15 15 15 13

13 12 9 16 12 9 14
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Q24. Which party do you think can do a better job of handling taxes?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
Democrats 44 81 48 23 77 41 9 42 45
Republicans 36 12 25 58 11 30 70 41 31
Both equally (Vol.) 4 1 7 4 3 5 4 3 5
Neither (Vol.) 10 3 12 10 5 15 10 9 11
Don’t know 6 3 8 5 4 9 7 5 8

Q25. Which party do you think can do a better job of handling the situation in Iraq?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WwWOM
Democrats 39 70 42 20 76 34 5 36 41
Republicans 41 9 31 66 8 35 86 48 36
Both equally (Vol.) 4 3 7 2 3 4 2 2 5
Neither (Vol.) 9 12 10 7 7 15 5 9 9
Don’t know 7 6 10 5 6 12 2 5 9

Q26. Which party do you think can do a better job of dealing with Iran and its nuclear weapons program?

Among Registered Voters

REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM
Democrats 35 68 37 19 68 30 4 32 38
Republicans 40 13 29 64 9 36 81 46 36
Both equally (Vol.) 4 2 8 1 4 6 2 4 4
Neither (Vol.) 9 8 10 8 10 13 4 10 8
Don’t know 12 9 16 8 9 15 9 8 14

© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006. All rights reserved. page 20 Politics/September 2006



(ASKED OF EVERYONE)
Q38. How serious a problem is terrorism in the United States today--very serious, only somewhat serious or hardly serious at
all?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Very serious 63 64 52 59 72 55 62 75 59 66
Only somewhat serious 32 31 39 36 26 38 31 24 35 29
Hardly serious 4 4 6 4 1 5 5 - 5 3
Don’t know 1 1 3 1 1 2 2 1 1 2

Q39. Would you say George W. Bush's policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure over the
past five years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a difference one way or the other? (IF MORE OR LESS)
Have Bush's policies on terrorism and national security made the country much (more/less) secure or only somewhat (more/less)
secure?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM
More secure (net) 56 56 33 52 74 37 50 85 59 53
Much more secure 23 23 4 16 40 10 17 47 27 20
Somewhat more secure 33 33 29 36 34 27 34 38 32 34
Less secure (net) 20 19 33 19 10 31 22 4 17 21
Somewhat less secure 10 9 14 11 6 13 12 3 7 11
Much less secure 10 10 19 9 4 18 9 1 10 10
No difference one way or
other 22 23 32 27 14 28 26 10 22 23
Don’t know 2 2 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 3

Q40. Thinking about George W. Bush's policies on the war in Iraq as well as his policies on terrorism and national security,
would you say Bush's policies on Iraq AND his policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure
over the past five years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a difference one way or the other? (IF MORE
OR LESS) Have Bush's policies made the country much (more/less) secure or only somewhat (more/less) secure?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
More secure (net) 48 48 20 45 68 25 45 79 55 43
Much more secure 18 19 2 10 33 6 13 39 22 15
Somewhat more secure 30 29 18 35 36 19 32 40 33 28
Less secure (net) 28 28 52 31 1 45 30 6 25 30
Somewhat less secure 13 13 21 17 6 20 15 4 10 15
Much less secure 15 15 30 14 5 25 15 2 15 15
No difference one way or
other 19 19 25 22 14 25 20 10 18 20
Don’t know 5 5 4 2 7 5 5 5 2 7
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Q41. Do you think President Bush and his administration have formulated a clear policy for dealing with the war on terrorism,
or do you think the Bush administration is reacting to events as they happen?

ALL
Clear policy 26
Reacting to events 63
Don’t know 11

REG LIB MOD CON DEM
29 12 15 42 10
62 82 75 47 81

9 6 10 11 9

IND
21
67
12

REP MEN wOoM
50 28 24
39 62 65
11 10 11

As you may know, the Bush administration introduced a bill before Congress on the subject of prosecution and interrogation of
military detainees. One of the sticking points in the bill is the way the U.S. would interpret the Geneva Conventions' treatment

of captured soldiers.

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS ROTATE)
Q41A "George W. Bush's bill is good for the country because it would clarify the rules in the Geneva Conventions and allow
interrogators to continue to use more extreme methods necessary with high-value military detainees" or "George W. Bush's bill
is bad for the country because it would legalize the use of more extreme methods of interrogation with high-value detainees
which would give other countries an excuse to strip international protections from captured U.S. soldiers"?

ALL
Good for country 36
Bad for country 39
Haven't heard enough (Vol.) 14
Don’t know 11

REG LIB MOD CON DEM
37 20 29 52 21
40 56 43 26 55
13 12 19 12 15
10 12 9 10 9

Q42. All in all, do you think the situation in Iraq was worth going to war over, or not?

ALL
Yes, worth going to war 40
No, not worth going to war 55
Don’t know 5

REG LIB MOD CON DEM
38 17 34 59 18
57 79 61 36 78

5 4 5 5 4
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Q43. Do you believe George W. Bush when he says that the U.S. military is making a lot of progress in making Iraq a safe,
democratic country, or do you not believe him?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Believe Bush that progress
is being made in Iraq 37 37 14 28 57 18 29 71 40 35
Do not believe Bush 56 56 79 66 36 76 64 23 55 57
Don’t know 7 7 7 6 7 6 7 6 5 8

Q44. So far, do you think the U.S. is winning the war in Iraq, or do you think the anti-U.S. insurgents in Iraq are winning the
war, or is neither side winning the war in Iraq?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
U.S. winning 22 22 9 13 38 10 15 45 25 20
Insurgents in Iraq winning 11 11 21 11 4 20 9 2 12 10
Neither U.S. nor insurgents
winning 63 63 68 74 54 67 71 50 61 65
Don’t know 4 4 2 2 4 3 5 3 2 5

Q45. Do you believe the war in Iraq is diverting resources that could be used in other ways to fight terrorism, or do you believe
the war in Iraq is the most effective way to reduce the risk of terrorism?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM

Iraq war is diverting

resources that could be

used to fight terrorism 60 61 86 71 40 75 71 30 62 58
Iraq war is most effective

way to reduce risk of

terrorism 27 26 20 42 16 17 51 27 27
Don’t know 13 13 5 9 18 9 12 19 11 15

o
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Q46. In your opinion, do you think Donald Rumsfeld should remain in his job or should he be replaced as secretary of defense?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wOoM
Remain in his job 33 34 19 24 438 17 28 54 38 28
Replace Rumsfeld 47 47 65 54 33 66 438 27 46 49
Don’t know 20 19 16 22 19 17 24 19 16 23

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS IS ROTATED)

Q47. Which of the following statements comes closer to your view: "When people criticize George W. Bush's policies in Iraq it
also means they are not supporting the troops fighting in Iraq," or "People could support the troops fighting in Iraq and still
criticize George W. Bush's policies in Iraq"?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM
Criticize Bush and not
support troops 18 20 12 13 26 12 12 33 17 19
Criticize Bush and support
troops 77 76 86 83 67 84 80 63 78 76
Don’t know 5 4 2 4 7 4 8 4 5 5

Q48. As you may know, there are those in the Bush administration who have compared people who oppose the Iraq war to
people who sought to appease the Nazis before World War II. Do you think this is a fair or unfair characterization of those who
oppose the war in Iraq?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM
Fair characterization 11 11 2 8 18 4 10 19 13 8
Unfair characterization 79 79 96 84 68 89 79 66 81 78
Don’t know 10 10 2 8 14 7 11 15 6 14
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Q49. Do you think the United States should maintain a significant number of troops in Iraq for as long as it takes to secure and
stabilize the country, or do you think that the troops should come home in a set amount of time no matter what happens in Iraq?

(IF SET AMOUNT OF TIME) How much longer should the U.S. maintain troops in Iraq?

ALL

Get out now (Vol.) 14
Less than a year (net) 17
A few months 8
About a year 9
1-2 years 5
More than 2 years (net) 46
As long as it takes 43
Longer than two years 2

Set amount of time, but not
sure how long
Don’t know
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Q50. Do you think Iraq is currently engaged in a civil war, or do you not think Iraq is currently engaged in a civil war?

ALL
Yes, in a civil war 59
No, not in a civil war 27
Don’t know 14

REG
58
28
14

LIB
73
18

9

MOD CON DEM
66 47 64
24 37 24
10 16 12

IND
59
25
16

Q51. Do you think of the war with Iraq as part of the war against terrorism, or as separate from the war against terrorism?

ALL
Part of the war against
terrorism 44
Separate from the war
against terrorism 51
Don’t know 5
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Q52. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Congress is handling its job? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you
(approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WOM

Approve (net) 30 28 28 30 32 27 22 41 31 29
Approve strongly 4 3 4 3 5 6 1 5 4 4
Approve somewhat 26 24 23 27 27 21 21 36 26 25
Disapprove (net) 57 60 64 55 55 62 60 49 58 56
Disapprove somewhat 29 30 27 30 30 29 27 27 27 30
Disapprove strongly 28 31 38 25 25 32 33 22 31 26
Don’t know 13 12 8 15 13 1 18 10 1 15

(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q53. What is your impression of the Democrats in Congress? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN woOM

Favorable (net) 40 40 58 47 24 61 35 24 39 40
Very favorable 6 6 8 7 4 14 2 3 7 6
Somewhat favorable 34 35 50 40 20 47 32 21 32 35
Unfavorable (net) 41 43 27 33 56 19 41 64 46 37
Somewhat unfavorable 25 27 23 25 28 16 29 29 27 24
Very unfavorable 16 16 4 8 28 3 12 35 19 13
Haven't heard enough 16 13 13 16 16 17 19 10 13 17
Don’t know 4 4 2 4 4 3 5 2 2 5

Q54. What is your impression of the Republicans in Congress? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN wWOoM

Favorable (net) 42 43 19 42 56 21 35 77 49 37
Very favorable 6 6 3 4 8 4 2 13 6 6
Somewhat favorable 37 37 16 38 48 17 34 64 43 31
Unfavorable (net) 43 45 67 45 28 65 43 17 41 44
Somewhat unfavorable 23 24 26 27 19 28 25 13 23 23
Very unfavorable 20 21 40 18 9 37 17 4 18 21
Haven't heard enough 11 9 12 10 12 11 17 4 8 14
Don’t know 4 3 3 3 4 3 5 2 2 5
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Q55. What is your impression of Nancy Pelosi? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable,
very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about her to say?

ALL REG LIB MOD CON DEM IND REP MEN WwWOoM

Favorable (net) 14 14 32 12 6 24 12 6 16 13
Very favorable 3 4 7 2 2 6 1 2 3 3
Somewhat favorable 10 10 25 10 4 19 11 3 12 9
Unfavorable (net) 19 22 4 13 33 5 17 37 25 13
Somewhat unfavorable 5 6 4 5 6 3 5 7 7 4
Very unfavorable 14 16 - 8 27 2 12 31 19 10
Haven't heard enough 63 59 61 69 56 65 66 53 56 68
Don’t know 4 5 3 6 5 6 5 4 3 6

Methodology

The Los Angeles Times / Bloomberg Poll contacted 1,517 adults, including 1,347 registered voters, nationwide by
telephone September 16 through 19, 2006. Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in the
nation, and random digit dialing techniques allowed listed and unlisted numbers to be contacted. Multiple attempts
were made to contact each number. Adults were weighted slightly to conform with their respective census figures for
sex, race, age, education and region. The margin of sampling error for all adults, and registered voters, is plus or
minus 3 percentage points. For certain subgroups, the error margin may be somewhat higher. Poll results may also
be affected by factors such as question wording and the order in which questions are presented.
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