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Southland’s ethnic tree
The Southland's rich variety of cultures, races and ethnicities dates back to the founding of the Spanish pueblo of Los Angeles in the 18th century. As part of a 
periodic series leading up to the city's 225th anniversary next month, here is the first of two parts on how Los Angeles County and the metropolitan area have devel-
oped with infusions of new groups up to the 21st century:
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Sources: “Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California,” “The Ethnic Quilt, Population Diversity in Southern California,” “Changing Faces, Changing Places: Mapping Southern Californians,” Library of Congress American Folklife Center, NOAA’s Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center, UCLA Advanced Policy Institute, Southern California Genealogical Society, Los Pobladores 200, Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles, UC Irvine Humanities Research Institute’s Los Angeles Jewish History, Chinese American Museum, Cal 
State Fresno Armenian Studies Program, www.californiamissions, www.oyez.org, L.A. Almanac. Graphics reporting by Cheryl Brownstein-Santiago, Lorena Iñiguez

Comings and goings
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1830: 
Pop. 4,519

1810: 
Pop. 2,537

1840: 
Pop. 3,330

1850: 
Pop. 3,530

1860: 
Pop. 11,333

1870: 
Pop. 15,309

1880: Pop. 33,381

1890: Pop. 101,454

44 people of 
Spanish, Mexican, 
Indian and black 
descent found El 
Pueblo de Los 
Angeles.

* Early figures do not include Native Americans. 

1781: County 
Pop. 686*

1790: 
Pop. 1,175

1800: 
Pop. 1,775

1820: 
Pop. 3,614

1871, 19 die in 
Chinatown 
massacre.

1892 
Discovery of 
oil; boom-
towns dot 
coastal plains 
and hills.

1913, Los 
Angeles 
Aqueduct 
opens.

California 
statehood

1902, Pacific 
Electric 
trolley starts; 
Long Beach 
is fastest-
growing U.S. 
city.

1939-45, 
World 
War II

1930: 
Pop. 2.21 million

1900: 
Pop. 171,298

1910: Pop. 504,131

1920: 
Pop. 936,455

1940: 
Pop. 2.8 million

1960: 
Pop. 6.0 
million

1970: 
Pop. 7.0 
million

1990: 
Pop. 8.9 
million

1943, Zoot Suit 
riots; 1948, 
high court bars 
racial deed 
covenants, also 
used against 
Jews and other 
ethnic groups.

1950: 
Pop. 4.2 
million

1980: 
Pop. 7.5 
million

2000: 
Pop. 9.5 
million

2005 Pop. 
10.2 million

1992, 
L.A. riots

1965, Watts 
riots: Blacks 
protest lack 
of oppor-
tunities.

Leaving HaltedArriving

X

Chicano 
Moratorium: 
Vietnam War 
and military 
draft protests.

For more information, go to: www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/5views/5views.htm; www.loc.gov/folklife/other.html; www.census.gov/pubinfo/www/hotlinks.html; http://lewis.sppsr.ucla.edu/special/metroamerica/ladiversity.htm

1769-1823, Indian labor: 
Southland has 30,000 Native 
Americans; Spaniards use some 
to build coastal missions.

1830s, Native deaths: 
Mistreatment, change of diet, 
smallpox and scarlet fever kill 
thousands of Indians.

1841, white settlers: Workman-
Rowland wagon train arrives; 
includes a German tailor who is 
L.A.’s first known Jewish resident.

1848, multiethnic Gold Rush: 
European, Latin American and 
Chinese immigrants join U.S. 
whites in catching California gold 
fever. Some settle here.

1863, disease strikes: Many 
people, particularly of Mexican 
and Native American descent, die 
in smallpox epidemic.

1870s, more whites, Chinese: 
Arriving from the Midwest and 
New England, citrus growers start 
towns in the foothills of the San 
Gabriel and San Bernardino 
mountains; Chinese help build 
railways, hastening migrations 
from points east.

1880, switching languages: 
English speakers outnumber 
Spanish speakers. 

1882, anti-Chinese law: U.S. 
Chinese Exclusion Act bars them 
from citizenship and halts 
laborers’ entry.

1890s to 1924, more immigrants:
Many Japanese and Russian and 
Eastern European Jews arrive. 
With growth, established Jewish 
leaders start to be excluded from 
positions of power.

1900s, common language is 
fishing: Japanese build San Pedro 
canneries; fishermen come from 
Japan, Yugoslavia, Italy and 
Scandinavia.

1903, labor strife brings blacks: 
The number of blacks in L.A. 
doubles when the Southern Pacific 
Railroad recruits 2,000 blacks to 
break Mexican American strike.

1920s, Hollywood, U.S.A: Eastern 
Europeans, including many Jews, 
build the movie industry.

1924, not from Japan: US. halts 
entry of Japanese for 28 years. 

1931-34, 'repatriations': Many U.S. 
citizens are among hundreds of 
thousands sent to Mexico.

1933-41, fleeing the Nazis:
Despite policies supporting U.S. 
neutrality, some Jews are allowed 
entry, but many are denied.

1942-45, internment: 40,000 
people of Japanese descent are 
confined to camps. After the war, 
about a third of internees resettle 
out of state.

1965, law changes: Immigration 
act abolishes national origin 
quotas and encourages family 
reunification. More Filipinos and 
Koreans begin arriving.

1970s, a 'Little' more: Immigrants 
create Little India in Cerritos-
Artesia, Little Saigon in Garden 
Grove-Westminster and Little 
Cambodia in Long Beach. 
Koreatown emerges in L.A.

1970s to '80s, Armenians: Strife 
in Iran and Lebanon, relaxed 
Soviet emigration bring surge in 
Armenian population.

1988-91, mostly Latino amnesty: 
A million illegal immigrants, 
including 318,000 agricultural 
laborers, get legal status.
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1824, Spanish 
military ends 
Indian revolt at 
La Purisima and 
Santa Barbara 
missions.

1848, State’s 
Indian 
population 
drops over 
Mission-
rancho period 
from 310,000 
to 100,000.

More than a 
third of 
L.A.-Long 
Beach-Santa 
Ana area 
residents 
are foreign 
born.


