
© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006.  All rights reserved. page 1 Politics/Terrorism /August  2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 02, 2006 STUDY #533

ANXIETY ABOUT TERRORIST ATTACKS AND CONFLICTS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST HELP TO KEEP BUSH’S RATINGS DOWN

eorge W. Bush’s second term in office is not turning out the way he expected it would.  He beat
Democratic candidate John Kerry by 3 million votes and thought he had the political capital to do
what he wanted.  But no matter what the president does, he cannot shake the perception of the

American public that his policies – foreign or domestic – are not working, according to a new Los Angeles
Times/Bloomberg poll.   The economy gets mixed reviews, yet those surveyed have strong negative
feelings about the way Bush has handled the nation’s economy.  Plus almost two-thirds believe the country
is seriously off on the wrong track, feelings that have not changed since November 2003.

The midterm elections are only three months away and the Republican Party is having a hard time
explaining to the electorate why they still should be the party in power in Congress.   Voters are giving the
Democrats an 11 point lead over Republicans in a generic horserace.  Last month’s Times/Bloomberg poll
had the Democrats beating the Republicans by 14 points.  This is a national poll and not a poll of the more
highly contested seats in Congress, but it clearly shows that Republicans have cause for worry.  NPR
conducted a poll in March among 800 likely voters in 50 competitive districts (mostly Republican) in the
country and showed that the Democrats beat the Republicans by seven points (48%-41%) in the specially
designed sample.  Even when they replaced the generic with the names of the candidates– it still tilted
Democratic (50%-43%).  It shows, however, that Republicans are in trouble even in their Republican
districts.  As with this national poll, Iraq seemed to be the big issue for those voters as well.

The Iraq war will play a large part in the upcoming election for both sides – pro- and anti-war.   More than
three in 10 voters said they would be less likely to support a candidate if he/she supported the war in Iraq
(including 51% of Democrats, 26% of independents, and even 9% of Republicans).  Republican candidates
in their congressional district can go on supporting the war, because most of their constituency will vote
for them.  However, Democrats who support the war, such as Connecticut Senator Joe Lieberman, have a
much tougher fight on their hand.  More than two out of five moderate Democrats and more than three out
of five liberal Democrats said they would be less likely to support a pro-Iraq war candidate, while 49% of
moderate Democrats and 29% of liberal Democrats said this issue would not be a factor in their vote.

The poll is continuing to show an intensity gap on the way people feel about Bush’s job performance.
Since the beginning of the year, respondents have expressed more intense negative feelings than those who
have expressed more positive feelings.  In all eight job ratings of the president that were measured (overall
job rating, Iraq, Middle East, economy, terrorism, immigration, veto of expanding federal support for stem
cell research and environmental issues), this intensity gap persists (except for the president’s handling of
the war on terrorism, which was 32% each for strong approval and disapproval).  For example, nearly
three-fifths of those surveyed disapprove of the way the president is handling his job, which includes
nearly 43% who “strongly” disapprove, compared to just 20% who “strongly” approve (overall approval
rating is 40%).
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The war in Iraq and now the war in the Middle East between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon is a huge
gray cloud over Bush’s administration.  Terrorism is also a salient issue for many Americans.  There is
anxiety that there will be a major attack in the United States within the next 12 months.   Most Americans
think Bush is reacting to dealing with the problems of terrorism rather than having a clear, formulated plan.
The public is mixed over the president’s job performance on terrorism, once a strong issue for the
president.  Now, 50% approve of his handling of this issue, but 46% disapprove, although 51% think his
policies have made the country more secure over the last five years.  Republicans have a four point
advantage over their Democratic counterparts as the party that the public would trust to do a better job of
protecting the nation against terrorism, although this is a decline of five points since June.

One reason for the weaker support of the president’s handling of the war on terrorism is belief that
terrorism has increased because of the situation in Iraq (52%), a dramatic shift since a January 2006
Times/Bloomberg where just a third felt that way.  There is also a pessimism that it is too soon to tell
whether the U.S. is winning the struggle against Islamic terrorist organizations and no matter if the U.S.
policies change in the Middle East, the terrorists will attack any way.  They also feel it is just a matter of
time before there is an attack, rather than any thing the government or intelligence agencies can do.

Even though the United States is a long time ally of Israel, there is a split as to whether we should remain
aligned to Israel or adopt a more neutral posture in the Middle East region.  To make that point for
neutrality, nearly two out of five respondents want the U.S. not to get involved in the fighting between
Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon.  And more than two out of five said they want the U.S. to work toward
getting both sides accepting an international peacekeeping force.

Job Rating

Overall job rating:  The president’s job rating has not changed since the question was asked in the June
poll – it is still negative, 40% to 58%.  The last time Bush received a positive job rating in a Times poll
was in January 2005.  Republicans and conservatives are only a few of the groups that approve of the way
Bush his handling his job.  Among Republicans, it is 77%-21% and among conservatives, it is 63% to
36%.  Whites who attend religious services weekly or more also approve of the presidents job performance
(57%-42%), as well as southerners, 51% to 47%.  Men, especially white men, are usually supportive of the
president, but this poll shows this not to be true any more.  Men in general give him less than a stellar
rating -- 54% disapprove of Bush’s job performance, while white men are divided (50% approve to 48%
disapprove).

The poll also measured the president’s job performance on seven issues – the environment, the economy,
situation in Iraq, war on terrorism, immigration, the Middle East situation and Bush’s veto to expand
federal support for embryonic stem cell research – and found that the public does not think the president
has done his job well in any of these areas, except terrorism in which the pubic is somewhat divided.

Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling _______?

  ---------APPROVE----------- -------DISAPPROVE--------
All Strongly    Somewhat All Somewhat    Strongly

Overall job rating 40 20 20 58 14 43
Environment 41 17 25 47 14 33
Economy 38 21 17 59 16 43
Situation in Iraq 38 22 16 60 11 49
War on terrorism 50 32 18 46 14 32
Immigration issues 37 14 23 53 19 34
Middle East situation 43 22 20 51 13 39
Vetoing federal sup-
 port for stem cell research 31 23  8 58 15 43

    -Don’t know category is not shown
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Congressional vote in midterm elections

If the November midterm election were being held today, the Democrats would take control of Congress.
They now lead the Republicans by 11 points (48% to 37%).  Nine in 10 Democratic voters and 85% of
Republican voters would support their own party’s candidate.  But independents would give Democrats a
14 point lead.  Moderates would support a Democrat more than a Republican, giving the party a huge 26
point advantage.

In a June Times/Bloomberg poll and in other recent polls, economy, the war in Iraq and security are the top
issues facing the country.  This poll shows that almost two-thirds of voters who said the country is off on
the wrong track will vote for a Democrat in November; roughly two-thirds who said the economy is doing
badly will also vote for the Democrat in their congressional district.  Seven in 10 voters who disapprove of
the way Bush is handling the situation in Iraq are voting for a Democrat in November (60% disapprove of
the president’s job performance on this issue).

Candidate support the war in Iraq:  More than three in 10 voters said they would be less likely to support a
candidate in their congressional district if they knew he/she supported the war, more than a fifth said more
likely and more than two out of five said it would not be a factor.  Men were split -- 27% more likely vs.
25% less likely, while 36% of women were less likely to support a pro-Iraq war candidate, compared to
20%  that would be more likely to support a pro-war candidate.

Global warming an issue for November election:  Forty-four percent of voters said that global warming
would play an important role in their decision for a congressional candidate this November,  just 6% said it
would not play an important role and 47% said it would not be a factor in their vote.  More than two out of
five independent voters and three out of five Democrats said this issue is important to them in their vote in
the midterm elections, while the same share of Republicans said it would not be a factor.  Nearly half of
women said global warming will be an important issue while half of men said it would not play a role in
their vote.

Terrorism an issue for November election:  All ideologies and members of the two major political parties
think this issue is important for the election in November.  But each group thinks about this issue
differently.   More than two thirds (68%) of all respondents  said that terrorism is an important issue in the
midterm elections.   More than three out of five voters who would support a Democratic candidate in
November think terrorism is an important issue, as do four out of five who support a Republican candidate.

Economy

Half of all respondents think the economy is doing well, while an almost equal share (49%) think it is
going badly.  On this issue, men are more upbeat than women.  Fifty-seven percent of men said the
economy is doing well, while 54% of women think the opposite.  Democrats and Republicans also have
completely different takes – with 66% of Democrats saying the economy is doing badly while 77% of
Republicans believe it is doing well.  Among those who said the economy is doing well, 63% approve of
the job Bush is doing with the economy and 33% disapprove.  Among those who said the economy is
doing badly, 87% disapprove of Bush’s performance, while about one in 10 approve.  The affluent
households and the lower to middle classes have differences of opinions on how well the economy is
doing.

Do you think the nation’s economy these days is doing well or badly? (by household income)

           --------HOUSEHOLD INCOME-------------
L/40K $40-$60K $60-100K  M/$100K

Well  45         46      58      65          
     Badly           54        53     42      34 
-Some answer categories not shown
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Everyone is complaining about the high cost of gas and it has been a frustrating time for many.  A third
said they have been cutting back and trying to conserve energy in order to keep costs down, while 30%
have just conserved energy and 12% have solely  cut back on other expenditures.  Just one in 10 said they
didn’t have any rising energy costs within the last six months and about the same number didn’t have to
cut back or conserve.                    

Thinking now about the energy costs for your household, such as heating, air conditioning, electricity and
gasoline prices. Has there been a rise in your household energy costs over the last six months, or not?
(IF YES) Has the rise in your household energy costs made you cut back spending on other things, or have
you tried to conserve energy, or have you not done either of those things?

   

          ––––––––––––––––Household Income––––––––––––––––
                L/40K $40-$60 $60-100 M/$100K
 No rise in costs 13         8      12      12       
 Needed to cut back 16      11      11        6      
 Tried to conserve 26     28      34      36
Conserve and cut back (vol) 34     35      30      28
Not need to cut back 6 14 11 16

  - Some answer categories not shown

More than half of those surveyed said the best way for the U.S. to be less dependent on foreign countries
for oil is to have the government invest in alternative energy sources, such as wind and solar power.
Another fifth said environmental standards should be relaxed for more drilling for oil and gas.  All groups
in varying degrees agreed with this assessment.

Civil Liberties

When respondents were asked whether Americans should be willing to give up some civil liberties so the
government can keep the country safe from terrorism, or Americans should not be willing to allow the
government to take away their civil liberties in the name of keeping the country safe from terrorism, the
results were divided.  In a January 2006 Times/Bloomberg poll, Americans were much more willing to
give up their civil liberties – 51% to 40%.  In this poll, it is 48% to 44% (well within the margin of error).
Democrats and Republicans, as well as liberals and conservatives are on opposite sides of the street on this.
Democrats and liberals are strongly against giving up civil liberties so the government can keep us safe
from terrorism, while conservatives and Republicans strongly believe we should be willing to do so in the
name of security.  Independents and moderates are also divided.

The public is also split as to whether it is acceptable for the president to have authorized the federal
government agencies to use electronic surveillance to monitor phone calls and emails within the U.S.
without first getting a warrant to do so (49% acceptable to 48% unacceptable).  Again Democrats and
Republicans disagree on this with Democrats saying it is unacceptable, and Republicans saying it is
acceptable.  This time, however, independents lean more toward thinking that this kind of surveillance was
acceptable.  And the public is also split about whether they would mind if their own phone calls, emails
and bank transactions were being monitored.  Yet, all groups think it is acceptable that the U.S.
government has been monitoring international money transfers, including those originating in the U.S. to
help track movements of terrorists, although critics said it could violate the privacy rights of innocent
citizens.

There has been outrage from the right about the media reporting on the government’s secret program of
monitoring bank transactions, especially the New York Times.  Republican and conservative pundits and
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politicians said this was “treason” and giving out information to the enemy, terrorists around the world.   A
majority (54%) of those surveyed agreed with this criticism saying that the media behaved irresponsibly
when it came to balancing national security with the rights of Americans to know what is going on with
government agencies using different forms of surveillance.  All demographic groups except Democrats and
liberals thought the media behaved irresponsibly.

Terrorism and the Fifth Anniversary of September 11th

National security and the war on terrorism has been owned by Republicans, especially by the president,
since the attacks on September 11 in New York and Washington.  The president still has a more positive
than negative job rating on terrorism, albeit a slim one, and the Republican Party by a small four point
margin over the Democratic Party is the party that the people trust in protecting the nation against
terrorism. Women give the Democrats a four point lead over their opponents, while men give the
Republicans a 14 point lead over the Democrats.  Independents, a swing group that could become an
important voting group in November, are somewhat divided, but giving the Republican Party a slim five
point margin (just within the poll’s margin of error), while 26% said neither and 25% are not sure which
party would be better on this issue.

Virtually all of those surveyed said that terrorism in the United States is a serious problem, including 62%
who said very serious.  In a Times poll taken right after the September 11th attacks, 87% said terrorism was
a very serious problem.    All demographic groups feel the same way about this.

Not surprisingly, since mostly all those surveyed said terrorism is a serious problem, almost four out of
five believe that it is likely that there will be more terrorist attacks in the U.S. within the next twelve
months.  No group disputes this assessment.  But when asked why have there been no major attacks inside
the U.S. since that fateful day in September, it is not because they think the efforts of the  government to
protect the country was the key, but because the terrorists are patient and are waiting for the right time to
hit.  Nearly half said that, while almost a quarter thought it was the efforts made by the U.S. government
and intelligence agencies that made it difficult for terrorists to attack, 8% thought the war in Iraq has
consumed the terrorists’ attention and 5% said that terrorists have chosen to attack other countries.
Another 10% said it was all of these things.

Nearly two-thirds think that the president and his administration have not formulated a clear policy for
dealing with terrorism, but rather reacting to events as they happen.  Moderate Republicans are split on
Bush’s policies on terrorism (44% each clear policy and reactive), while his most loyal subjects –
conservative Republicans believe he has formulated a clear policy (59%).   Having said this, though, half
believe Bush’s policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure over the past
five years. Almost three in 10 said the president’s policies have not made a difference and a fifth said it has
made the country less secure.

The Department of Homeland Security, including the intelligence agencies, gets a vote of confidence that
they will be able to protect the country from terrorist attacks – 65% thought so, compared to 34% who had
not too much or no confidence at all.

The poll shows the public’s anxiety and fears about the possibility of terrorist attacks and no matter what
the U.S. does, especially in the Middle East, it won’t change the course of these attacks.  More than half
(52%) believe terrorism around the world has spread because of the situation in Iraq, while just 5% think it
has declined.  Nearly two out five think it has remained about the same.  This is a sharp increase since the
question was asked in a January LA Times/Bloomberg poll.  Then 32% thought that terrorism had
increased because of the war in Iraq.  And most think it is too soon to tell as to who is winning the struggle
between the U.S. and the Islamic terrorist organizations.  A huge 81% think that if the U.S. changes its
policies in the Middle East which include support for Israel and the war in Iraq it will not reduce the threat
of terrorism from Al Qaeda and other terrorist organizations.
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Do you think terrorism around the world has increased or decreased because of the situation in Iraq, or
has terrorism around the world remained about the same? somewhat?

ALL     DEM     IND     REP 
Increase 52 65 57 39
Decreased  5 2 3             9
Remains about the same 39 31 37 46

   -Some answer categories now shown

So far, who do you think is winning in the struggle between the U.S. and Islamic terrorist organizations:
The United States or Islamic terrorist organizations, or is it too soon to tell?

ALL    DEM     IND     REP 
U.S. winning        23 13 17 39
Islamic terrorist
 organizations 12 14 14 9
Too soon to tell 57 66 57 46

     Some answer categories not shown

As you may know, Osama bin Laden and other terrorist leaders say they attack the United States because
they don't like U.S. policies in the Middle East, including support for Israel and the war in Iraq. Do you
believe that if the United States changed its policies in the Middle East, the terrorists would stop attacking,
or do you think the U.S. changing its Middle East policies won't make a difference? (IF POLICY CHANGE
WOULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE) Which of the following do you think would be the best way for the U.S.
to lower the threat of terrorism: Reduce United States support of Israel, or withdraw troops from Iraq, or
reduce U.S. support for the government of Saudi Arabia, or is there another way the U.S. could change its
policies to reduce the threat of terrorism?

ALL     DEM     IND     REP 
Would not make a
 difference 81 74 78 89
U.S. reducing support of
 Israel 4 5 5 1
Withdraw troops from Iraq 4 6 3 2
Reduce support for Saudi
 Arabian govt. 2 3 2 1

     Some categories not shown

But what can the president and Congress do to safeguard the U.S. from terrorist attacks?  Respondents
were read seven actions that the government could take.  The top three mentions were:   More than a fifth
said keeping nuclear weapons out of the hands of terrorists, about a fifth each said securing our border and
pressuring countries to stop supporting terrorism.
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Anniversary of September 11th:  In a Times poll taken in August 2002, 45% of respondents said that since
the events of September 11, there had been a fundamental change in the way Americans live their daily
lives , while 52% thought people went about their business as usual.  Today, five years later, 59% think
Americans are living their lives in the usual way, while 39% think Americans have fundamentally
changed.  And for the respondents, personally, they think the same thing for themselves – 63% have not
changed the way they live their lives, but 37% have changed.  Among those who said their lives changed,
60% said it was for the better, 28% for the worse and 8% said it changed but neither better nor worse.

Foreign Policy issues

Military Prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba:  Since 2001, the United States has held foreign terrorists
suspects at a detention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  They are held there with no rights – so far no
trials, no visitors, no lawyers to counsel them.  The Supreme Court, however, ruled recently that the U.S.
military must give detainees a fair trial under military rules adopted by Congress.  When asked this
question, about three- quarters said that these detainees deserve at least some rights (including 8% who
said they should get the same rights as Americans in civilian U.S. courts, 27% who said they deserve the
same rights as military personnel in military court and 38% who said they deserve some rights but fewer
than American military personnel).   But 23% said they deserve no rights, which includes 32% of
Republicans and 27% of conservatives.

Even though a majority of respondents believe that the detainment of these prisoners at Guantanamo Bay
has damaged the U.S.’ image around the world,  they  by no means, want the prison in Cuba to be closed.
More than two thirds want the military prison to remain open, even 57% of Democrats and 52% of liberals
believe that as well.

Iran and North Korea:  Almost three out of five surveyed said that Iran will eventually get nuclear
weapons, 21% think Iran will be stopped only through military action and 14% believe diplomacy is the
answer.  But for N. Korea, there is more optimism that this country could be negotiated with.  A third think
N. Korea can be stopped from getting nuclear weapons through diplomacy, 27% think the only route is
through military action and another 30% feel they cannot be stopped from getting nuclear weapons.

Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon:  The events in the Middle East get grimmer by the moment.  Israel has
responded to rocket attacks from the Lebanese group, Hezbollah by bombing Beirut and other cities.  Less
than three in 10 think Israel’s response in unjustified, but 59% believe they are justified, including 16%
who think the attacks are justified but excessive.

As you may know, Israel has responded to rocket attacks from the Lebanese group, Hezbollah by bombing
Beirut and other cities in Lebanon. Do you think Israel's actions are justified or not justified? (IF
JUSTIFIED) Do you think Israel's response is excessively harsh or not?

ALL     DEM     IND     REP LIBERAL  MIDDLE CONSERV    
Justified, not excessively harsh  43 29 37 64 34 40 53
Justified, but excessively harsh  16 20 15 11 20 20 11
Unjustified   28 36 33 17 39 25 24
Don’t know 13 15 15 8 7 15 12

With all the images on TV and in newspapers, Americans seem to be weary of war and America’s
involvement.  Forty-four percent said that even though U.S. is a long time ally of Israel, they would like to
see the U.S. adopt a more neutral posture, while half think that we should continue to align with Israel.
Virtually no one wants to side more with the Arab countries.  Along with this neutral view, 38% want the
U.S. to not get involved with the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, while 45% want the U.S, to work
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toward both sides accepting an international peacekeeping force.  Just 13% want the U.S. to call for an
immediate ceasefire.

-Analysis by Susan H. Pinkus
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Results from the Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll
(National politics, foreign affairs and terrorism)

Guide to Column Headings

ALL All adults
REG Registered voters
DEM Self-described Democrats
IND Self-described Independents
REP Self-described Republicans
LIB Liberals
MOD                 Moderates
CON                  Conservatives

Note:

(vol.) indicates of voluntarily response
‘–‘  indicates of less than 0.5%
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Q1. Do you think things in this country are generally going in the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong track?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Right direction 31 31 11 24 57 19 25 46
Wrong track 63 63 85 70 34 78 66 49
Don’t know 6 6 4 6 9 3 9 5

Q2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as president? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 40 41 11 33 77 14 35 63
   Approve strongly 20 20 3 11 44 7 14 34
   Approve somewhat 20 21 8 22 33 7 21 29
Disapprove (net) 58 57 88 62 21 82 63 36
   Disapprove somewhat 14 14 15 18 12 13 19 11
   Disapprove strongly 43 42 73 44 8 69 44 25
Don’t know 2 2 1 5 2 4 2 1

(ORDER OF NEXT SEVEN QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q3. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling environmental issues? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 41 41 18 30 74 20 35 61
   Approve strongly 17 16 2 7 37 7 11 28
   Approve somewhat 25 25 15 23 37 14 24 34
Disapprove (net) 47 47 70 55 16 74 51 25
   Disapprove somewhat 14 14 17 19 8 11 23 7
   Disapprove strongly 33 33 54 36 8 62 28 17
Don’t know 12 12 12 15 10 6 14 14
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Q4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the economy? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE)
Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 38 38 12 33 72 13 33 61
   Approve strongly 21 21 4 10 45 4 14 38
   Approve somewhat 17 17 8 23 27 9 19 23
Disapprove (net) 59 59 87 65 23 84 64 37
   Disapprove somewhat 16 16 20 17 11 21 19 10
   Disapprove strongly 43 43 67 48 12 63 45 27
Don’t know 3 3 1 2 5 3 3 2

Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the situation in Iraq? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 38 38 13 34 71 20 35 54
   Approve strongly 22 22 5 13 47 10 17 36
   Approve somewhat 16 16 8 20 24 11 18 18
Disapprove (net) 60 60 86 63 26 79 64 43
   Disapprove somewhat 11 11 10 17 9 7 15 11
   Disapprove strongly 49 49 76 47 17 71 49 32
Don’t know 2 2 1 3 3 1 1 3

Q6. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the war on terrorism? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 50 50 26 42 82 27 47 70
   Approve strongly 32 33 11 20 64 15 23 53
   Approve somewhat 18 18 15 22 18 12 23 17
Disapprove (net) 46 47 72 49 16 70 48 28
   Disapprove somewhat 14 15 19 17 8 14 20 9
   Disapprove strongly 32 32 53 32 8 56 28 19
Don’t know 4 3 2 9 2 3 5 2



© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006.  All rights reserved. page 12 Politics/Terrorism /August  2006

Q7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling immigration issues? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 37 36 24 29 55 30 36 41
   Approve strongly 14 13 7 18 22 10 15 16
   Approve somewhat 23 23 17 11 33 19 21 25
Disapprove (net) 53 55 67 58 36 61 53 50
   Disapprove somewhat 19 20 22 19 19 22 17 21
   Disapprove strongly 34 34 45 39 17 39 36 29
Don’t know 10 9 9 13 9 9 11 9

Q8. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the Middle East situation? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 43 44 18 35 75 22 37 63
   Approve strongly 22 23 4 13 49 8 16 38
   Approve somewhat 20 21 14 21 25 14 21 25
Disapprove (net) 51 51 78 56 19 74 56 32
   Disapprove somewhat 13 13 17 13 8 17 15 7
   Disapprove strongly 39 38 62 43 12 57 41 25
Don’t know 6 5 4 9 6 4 7 5

Q9. Do you approve or disapprove of George W. Bush vetoing a bill passed by Congress to expand federal support for
embryonic stem cell research? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or do you
(approve/disapprove) somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Approve (net) 31 30 11 23 58 12 26 48
   Approve strongly 23 23 8 17 46 8 16 39
   Approve somewhat 8 7 4 5 12 4 9 9
Disapprove (net) 58 59 78 64 32 83 62 39
   Disapprove somewhat 15 15 18 14 13 15 17 15
   Disapprove strongly 43 43 59 50 19 68 45 24
Don’t know 11 11 11 13 10 5 12 13
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(QUESTIONS 11-14 ARE ONLY ASKED OF REGISTERED VOTERS)
Q11. If the election for Congress was being held today, which party would you like to see win in your congressional district: the
Democratic Party or the Republican Party?  (INCLUDES LEANERS)

          ___________________Among Registered voters___________________
   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON

Democratic 48 91 37 6 76 52 27
Republican 37 2 23 85 16 26 62
Other party (vol.) 1 1 2 – – 2 –
Neither 5 1 15 3 2 8 5
Don’t know 9 5 23 6 6 12 6

Q12. Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate in your congressional district this November if you knew he or
she supported the war in Iraq, or would knowing this not be a factor in your vote? (IF MORE OR LESS) Would this make you
much (more/less) likely or only somewhat (more/less) likely to vote for a candidate in your congressional district?

          ___________________Among Registered voters___________________
   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON

More likely (net) 23 6 18 46 10 14 41
   Much more likely 16 4 9 33 7 7 30
   Somewhat more likely 7 2 9 13 3 7 11
Less likely (net) 31 51 26 9 53 30 17
   Somewhat less likely 10 16 8 4 18 11 4
   Much less likely 21 35 18 5 36 19 13
Not a factor 42 40 51 41 32 53 40
Don’t know 4 3 5 4 5 3 2

(ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS ROTATED)
Q13. Will the issue of global warming play an important or not important role in your decision to vote for a congressional
candidate in November, or will it not be a factor in your vote? (IF IMPORTANT) Will it be very important or fairly important?
(IF NOT IMPORTANT) Will it be not too important or not important at all?

          ___________________Among Registered voters___________________
   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON

Important (net) 44 61 44 25 65 43 31
   Very important 27 38 27 14 45 23 17
   Fairly important 17 23 17 11 19 20 14
Not import (net) 6 3 3 11 3 7 7
   Not too important 3 3 2 5 1 4 3
   Not important at all 3 1 1 7 2 3 4
Not a factor 47 32 51 61 29 48 59
Don’t know 3 4 2 3 3 2 3
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Q14. Will the issue of terrorism play an important or not important role in your decision to vote for a congressional candidate in
November, or will it not be a factor in your vote? (IF IMPORTANT) Will it be very important or fairly important? (IF NOT
IMPORTANT) Will it be not too important or not important at all?

          ___________________Among Registered voters___________________
   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON

Important (net) 68 61 65 78 58 65 76
   Very important 48 41 41 59 40 43 57
   Fairly important 20 20 25 19 18 23 19
Not import (net) 4 7 3 3 7 4 3
   Not too important 4 6 3 3 7 4 3
   Not important at all – 1 – – – – –
Not a factor 25 30 30 17 33 28 18
Don’t know 3 2 2 2 2 3 3

(ASKED OF EVERYONE)
Q15. Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly, or very
badly?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Well (net) 50 50 33 39 77 41 43 64
   Very well 9 9 2 6 18 3 5 16
   Fairly well 42 41 31 33 58 38 38 48
Badly (net) 49 49 66 61 21 58 55 35
   Fairly badly 26 27 37 31 12 37 30 16
   Very badly 22 22 29 30 10 21 25 19
Don’t know 1 1 1 – 2 1 2 1

Q16. Thinking now about the energy costs for your household, such as heating, air conditioning, electricity and gasoline prices.
Has there been a rise in your household energy costs over the last six months, or not? (IF YES) Has the rise in your household
energy costs made you cut back spending on other things, or have you tried to conserve energy, or have you not done either of
those things?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Yes, needed to cut back 12 11 14 12 8 12 10 12
Yes, tried to conserve energy 30 32 30 27 33 30 33 29
Yes, have done both (cut back
 and conserve) (vol.) 33 32 36 39 25 32 38 30
No, don't need to cut back or
 conserve 10 10 8 9 12 10 7 12
No rise in costs 12 12 9 12 16 10 10 15
Don't pay energy bills (vol.) 1 1 2 1 1 4 1 –
Don’t know 2 2 1 – 5 2 1 2



© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2006.  All rights reserved. page 15 Politics/Terrorism /August  2006

(ORDER OF ACTIONS ROTATED)
Q17. As you may know, the United States depends on foreign countries for oil. Which of the following would be the best way
for the U.S. to reduce reliance on foreign oil: increase the gasoline tax, or have government invest in alternative energy sources,
such as wind and solar power, or permit more nuclear power plants to be built, or relax environmental standards for more
drilling for oil and gas, or impose stricter mileage standards to increase fuel efficiency for automobiles even if the cost of some
cars may increase, or is there something else that the U.S. can do to reduce reliance on foreign countries for oil?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Increase gasoline tax 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 2
Government investment in
  Alternative energy sources 52 52 56 58 44 64 53 43
Permit more nuclear power plants 6 5 3 5 6 4 5 7
Relax environmental standards
 for more drilling for oil and gas 20 20 15 18 28 11 16 30
Impose stricter mileage standards
 to increase fuel efficiency 8 8 10 7 7 7 12 5
Other 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 3
None of these (vol.) 2 1 1 3 1 1 – 2
All of these (vol.) 3 4 3 2 5 2 3 5
Don’t know 3 4 6 2 2 5 4 3

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS ROTATED)
Q18. Which of the following statements comes closer to your view... "Americans should be willing to give up some of their civil
liberties so the government can keep the country safe from terrorism" or "Americans should not be willing to allow the
government to take away their civil liberties in the name of keeping the country safe from terrorism."

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Give up civil liberties for safety 48 48 35 46 66 38 46 60
Not allow civil liberties to be
 taken away 44 44 56 47 26 57 46 32
Don’t know 8 8 9 7 8 5 8 8
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Q19. As you may know, George W. Bush authorized federal government agencies to use electronic surveillance to monitor
phone calls and emails within the United States without first getting a court warrant to do so. Do you consider this an acceptable,
or unacceptable way for the federal government to investigate terrorism? (IF ACCEPTABLE/UNACCEPTABLE) Do you feel
strongly about that or not?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Acceptable (net) 49 49 31 50 72 29 47 64
   Strongly acceptable 36 37 21 39 56 20 34 51
   Not strongly acceptable 13 12 10 12 16 10 14 14
Unacceptable (net) 48 48 67 45 25 67 49 34
   Not strongly unacceptable 9 8 11 9 6 11 8 6
   Strongly unacceptable 39 40 56 35 19 55 40 28
Don’t know 3 3 2 5 3 4 4 2

Q20. As you may know, it was recently revealed that the U.S. government has been monitoring international money transfers,
including those originating in the United States. The Bush administration says that the program helps in tracking the movements
of terrorists. Critics say it could violate the privacy rights of innocent citizens. Do you consider this to be an acceptable, or
unacceptable, way for the government to investigate terrorism? (IF ACCEPTABLE/UNACCEPTABLE) Do you feel strongly
about that or not?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Acceptable (net) 65 66 50 66 83 56 62 74
   Strongly acceptable 46 47 28 46 69 30 40 63
   Not strongly acceptable 19 20 22 20 13 26 22 11
Unacceptable (net) 30 29 44 29 12 41 32 21
   Not strongly unacceptable 11 11 15 10 7 18 12 5
   Strongly unacceptable 19 18 30 19 6 23 20 15
Don’t know 5 5 6 5 5 3 6 5

Q21. Thinking about the government's anti-terrorist surveillance programs, such as monitoring phone calls, emails and bank
transactions, would you mind if you found out that your own phone calls, emails and/or bank transactions were being monitored
by the U.S. government, or not? (IF WOULD MIND) Would it bother you a lot, or only a little?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Wouldn't mind 49 49 28 55 72 31 44 65
Would mind (net) 50 50 71 43 27 69 55 34
   Would mind - bothered a lot 38 37 54 35 19 51 42 26
   Would mind - bothered a little 12 13 17 8 8 18 13 8
Don’t know 1 1 1 2 1 – 1 2
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Q22. Generally speaking, do you think the media are behaving responsibly, or irresponsibly, when it comes to balancing
national security with the rights of Americans to know what is going on with government agencies using different forms of
surveillance? (IF RESPONSIBLY/IRRESPONSIBLY) Do you think the media are behaving very (responsibly/irresponsibly) or
somewhat (responsibly/irresponsibly).

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Responsible (net) 38 37 50 40 21 50 42 26
   Very responsibly 16 14 20 16 7 20 19 12
   Somewhat responsibly 22 22 29 24 14 30 23 14
Irresponsible (net) 54 56 42 54 70 40 51 67
   Somewhat irresponsibly 24 25 22 29 26 20 24 27
   Very irresponsibly 30 31 20 25 44 20 27 40
Don’t know 8 7 8 6 9 10 7 7

 (ORDER OF PARTIES ROTATED)
Q23. Who do you trust to do a better job of protecting the nation against terrorism: the Democrats or the Republicans in
Congress?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Democrats 30 30 62 16 3 53 28 18
Republicans 34 35 7 21 76 15 24 58
Both equally (vol.) 10 10 11 12 6 11 14 5
Neither (vol.) 14 13 10 26 7 10 18 12
Don’t know 12 12 10 25 8 11 16 7

Q24. How serious a problem is terrorism in the United States today--very serious, only somewhat serious or hardly serious at
all?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Serious (net) 94 94 92 91 99 90 93 98
   Very serious 62 62 54 59 73 49 62 71
   Only somewhat serious 32 32 38 32 26 41 31 27
Hardly serious 5 5 7 6 1 9 5 2
Don’t know 1 1 1 3 – 1 2 –
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Q25. How likely is it that there will be more terrorist attacks in the U.S. within the next twelve months: very likely, somewhat
likely, somewhat unlikely or very unlikely?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Likely (net) 78 78 73 81 83 76 73 84
   Very likely 26 26 22 29 28 24 26 28
   Somewhat likely 52 52 51 53 55 52 47 56
Unlikely (net) 19 19 23 15 16 22 21 14
   Somewhat unlikely 14 14 16 12 13 16 16 11
   Very unlikely 5 5 7 2 3 6 5 3
Don’t know 3 3 4 4 1 2 6 2

Q26. Do you think President Bush and his administration have formulated a clear policy for dealing with the war on terrorism,
or do you think the Bush administration is reacting to events as they happen?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Clear policy 29 29 12 25 54 16 25 43
Reacting to events 63 63 81 70 37 78 67 50
Don’t know 8 8 7 5 9 6 8 7

Q27. Would you say George W. Bush's policies on terrorism and national security have made the country more secure over the
past five years, or less secure, or have the president's policies not made a difference one way or the other? (IF MORE OR LESS)
Have Bush's policies on terrorism and national security made the country much (more/less) secure or only somewhat (more/less)
secure?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
More secure (net) 51 51 27 46 82 33 45 69
   Much more secure 23 23 5 16 47 9 16 38
   Somewhat more secure 28 28 22 30 35 24 29 31
Less secure (net) 19 19 34 16 5 34 16 11
   Somewhat less secure 9 9 15 8 3 15 8 6
   Much less secure 10 10 19 8 2 19 8 4
No difference one way or other 27 27 35 36 12 31 34 19
Don’t know 3 3 4 2 1 2 5 2
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Q28. As you may know, there have been no major attacks inside the United States since September 11. Why do you think that
is? Is it because the efforts of the U.S. government and intelligence agencies have made it more difficult for terrorists to operate,
or because the war in Iraq has consumed the terrorists' attention, or because the terrorists have chosen to attack other countries
instead, or because the terrorists are patient and are waiting for the right time to attack the U.S.?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Efforts made by U.S. government
   And intelligence agencies 24 24 14 16 39 14 22 33
War in Iraq has consumed
 terrorists' attention 8 8 6 7 9 12 4 9
Terrorists have chosen other
 countries to attack 5 5 8 2 2 8 5 2
Terrorists are patient and waiting
 for right time 49 47 59 61 34 53 54 41
All of the above (vol.) 10 10 7 9 13 9 9 12
None of the above (vol.) 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 1
Don’t know 3 4 4 4 2 3 4 2

Q29. How much confidence do you have that the Department of Homeland Security, including the intelligence agencies, will be
able to protect the country from terrorist attacks: a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence or no
confidence at all?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Confident (net) 65 65 54 58 84 53 64 74
   A lot of confidence 12 11 6 6 23 6 11 18
   Some confidence 53 54 48 52 61 47 53 56
Not confident (net) 34 34 45 42 15 46 35 26
   Not too much confidence 24 24 31 28 12 32 25 17
   No confidence at all 10 10 14 14 3 14 10 9
Don’t know 1 1 1 – 1 1 1 –

Q30. Do you think terrorism around the world has increased or decreased because of the situation in Iraq, or has terrorism
around the world remained about the same? (IF INCREASED/DECREASED) Has terrorism (increased/decreased) a lot or only
somewhat?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Increased (net) 52 54 65 57 39 60 52 46
   Increased a lot 28 28 38 33 16 36 29 21
   Increased somewhat 25 26 28 24 23 25 24 25
Decreased (net) 5 5 2 3 9 4 4 7
   Decreased somewhat 5 5 2 3 9 4 4 7
   Decreased a lot – – – – 1 – – –
Remains about the same 39 38 31 37 46 33 40 42
Don’t know 3 3 2 3 5 2 3 5
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Q31. So far, who do you think is winning in the struggle between the U.S. and Islamic terrorist organizations: The United States
or Islamic terrorist organizations, or is it too soon to tell?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
U.S. winning 23 23 13 17 39 15 17 35
Islamic terrorist organizations 12 13 14 14 9 21 9 7
Too soon to tell 57 56 66 57 46 57 62 52
Neither (vol.) 4 4 3 9 2 5 8 2
Don’t know 4 4 4 3 4 2 4 4

(ORDER OF ACTIONS ROTATED)
Q32. Thinking now about the most important action the president and Congress could take in safeguarding the United States
from terrorist attacks. Of the following actions, which one do you think is the most important: securing our borders, or
pressuring countries to stop supporting terrorist groups, or killing Osama bin Laden, or killing terrorists wherever they may be,
or deporting illegal immigrants, or keeping nuclear weapons out of the hands of terrorists, or increasing protection of highly
visible targets within the United States?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Securing our borders 20 20 16 26 22 19 23 20
Pressuring countries to stop
 supporting terrorism 19 21 22 19 17 23 18 18
Killing Osama bin Laden 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1
Killing terrorists wherever they
 may be 6 6 5 4 9 6 3 9
Deporting illegal immigrants 3 3 3 3 4 2 4 3
Keeping nuclear weapons out of
 the hands of terrorists 22 21 30 16 18 25 20 22
Increasing protection of highly
 visible targets 7 7 7 5 5 9 7 5
All of the above (vol.) 16 16 10 20 20 10 16 19
None of these (vol.) 2 2 2 4 1 2 4 1
Don’t know 4 3 3 2 3 2 3 2
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(ORDER OF REASONS ROTATED)
Q33. As you may know, Osama bin Laden and other terrorist leaders say they attack the United States because they don't like
U.S. policies in the Middle East, including support for Israel and the war in Iraq. Do you believe that if the United States
changed its policies in the Middle East, the terrorists would stop attacking, or do you think the U.S. changing its Middle East
policies won't make a difference? (IF POLICY CHANGE WOULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE) Which of the following do you
think would be the best way for the U.S. to lower the threat of terrorism: Reduce United States support of Israel, or withdraw
troops from Iraq, or reduce U.S. support for the government of Saudi Arabia, or is there another way the U.S. could change its
policies to reduce the threat of terrorism?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Would not make a difference 81 80 74 81 89 72 83 85
U.S. reducing support of Israel 4 4 5 5 1 7 4 3
Withdraw troops from Iraq 4 4 6 3 2 7 3 3
Reduce support for Saudi Arabian
 government 2 2 3 2 1 2 2 1
Other 4 5 6 4 2 6 4 3
Don’t know 5 5 6 5 5 6 4 5

As you may know, this September 11th will be the fifth anniversary of the terrorist attacks on New York and Washington, D.C.

Q34. Do you think that the September 11th terrorist attacks resulted in a fundamental change in the way Americans live their
daily lives, or do you think that Americans went back to business as usual?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Fundamental change 39 37 40 43 36 39 40 38
Business as usual 59 61 59 55 61 60 57 60
Don’t know 2 2 1 2 3 1 3 2

Q35. How about for you, personally? Did the September 11th attacks result in a fundamental change in the way you live your
daily life, or not?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Fundamental change 37 37 34 37 38 33 38 39
No fundamental change 63 62 66 63 62 67 62 61
Don’t know – 1 – – – – – –
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(IF RESPONDENT SAYS CHANGE)
Q36. Would you say that it has changed for the better or for the worse?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Changed for the better 60 61 57 44 71 54 52 72
Changed for the worse 28 29 32 36 20 33 35 17
Just changed - neither better nor
 Worse (vol.) 8 8 7 10 7 11 6 8
Don’t know 4 2 4 10 2 2 7 3

(ASKED OF EVERYONE)
Q37. As you may know, since 2001, the United States has held foreign terrorist suspects at a detention facility in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. The Supreme Court recently ruled that before the United States military can imprison or execute suspected terrorists,
it must give them a fair trial under military rules adopted by Congress. In your view, what legal rights should be given to these
detainees? Do you think they should have the same rights American civilians receive in U.S. courts, or should they have the
same rights that American military personnel receive in military courts, or should they have some rights, but not all those that
are given to American military personnel, or should they have no rights?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Same rights as American civilians
 in U.S. courts 8 8 12 8 3 18 4 4
Same rights American military
 personnel get in military court 27 28 30 33 20 30 31 22
Some rights, but fewer than
 American military personnel 38 37 37 34 42 38 34 41
No rights 23 23 16 21 32 11 28 27
Don’t know 4 4 5 4 3 3 3 6

Q38. Do you think the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba should be closed and the prisoners transferred to other
facilities, or should the military prison remain open?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Closed 18 18 27 17 8 31 13 12
Remain open 68 67 57 71 80 52 72 77
Don’t know 14 15 16 12 12 17 15 11
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Q39. Do you think that the U.S. detainment of suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba has damaged the United States'
image with the rest of the world, or not? (IF HAS) Has it damaged it a lot or a little?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Damage (net) 54 57 62 59 43 66 55 47
   Damaged a lot 23 26 33 24 13 37 22 16
   Damaged a little 31 31 29 35 31 29 33 31
Not damaged 39 37 28 34 52 29 38 46
Don’t know 7 6 10 7 5 5 7 7

 (ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS ROTATED)
Q40. Overall, taking into consideration everything you have heard or read about the situation with Iran, do you think Iran will be
stopped from getting nuclear weapons through diplomatic solutions, or only through military action, or do you think Iran will
eventually get nuclear weapons?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Iran stopped through diplomatic
 solutions 14 14 18 5 14 23 10 11
Iran stopped only through
 military action 21 22 18 14 26 17 15 28
Iran will eventually get nuclear
 weapons 58 57 57 76 52 57 68 54
Don’t know 7 7 7 5 8 3 7 7

Q41. Overall, taking into consideration everything you have heard or read about the situation with North Korea, do you think
North Korea will be stopped from using its nuclear weapons through diplomatic solutions, or only through military action, or do
you think North Korea cannot be stopped from using its nuclear weapons?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Diplomatic solutions 32 32 35 26 31 35 29 33
Military action 27 27 23 24 35 20 23 34
Cannot be stopped 30 30 32 36 22 34 36 23
Don’t know 11 11 10 14 12 11 12 10
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Q42. As you may know, Israel has responded to rocket attacks from the Lebanese group, Hezbollah, by bombing Beirut and
other cities in Lebanon. Do you think Israel's actions are justified or not justified? (IF JUSTIFIED) Do you think Israel's
response is excessively harsh or not?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Justified, not excessively harsh 43 44 29 37 64 34 40 53
Justified, but excessively harsh 16 17 20 15 11 20 20 11
Unjustified 28 27 36 33 17 39 25 24
Don’t know 13 12 15 15 8 7 15 12

Q43. As you may know, the United States is a long-time ally of Israel. Which of the following statements comes closer to your
view: "The United States should continue to align itself with Israel" or "The United States should adopt a more neutral posture"
or "The United States should side more with the Arab countries"?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
Continue to align with Israel 50 48 39 46 64 37 45 61
Adopt a more neutral posture 44 45 54 49 29 57 51 30
Should side more with Arab
 countries 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 3
Don’t know 4 5 5 3 6 4 3 6

Q44. As you may know, the United States has not called for an immediate ceasefire in Lebanon between Israel and Hezbollah ,
but has said that a ceasefire should wait until an international peacekeeping force can be assembled. What do you think? Should
the U.S. call for an immediate ceasefire, or should the U.S. continue to work toward both sides accepting an international
peacekeeping force, or should the U.S. not get involved in the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah?

ALL   REG     DEM     IND     REP LIB  MOD CON
U.S. call for an immediate
 ceasefire 13 14 17 13 9 21 10 9
U.S. work toward both sides
 accepting international
  peacekeeping force 45 44 39 33 56 41 47 46
U.S. not get involved in the
 fighting between Israel and
  Hezbollah 38 38 40 50 30 32 40 40
Don’t know 4 4 4 4 5 6 3 5
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How the Poll Was Conducted

The Los Angeles Times / Bloomberg Poll contacted 1,478 adults, including 1,331 registered voters,
nationwide by telephone July 28 through August 1, 2006. Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of
all exchanges in the nation, and random digit dialing techniques allowed listed and unlisted numbers to be
contacted. Multiple attempts were made to contact each number. Adults were weighted slightly to conform
with their respective census figures for sex, race, age, education and region. The margin of sampling error
for both samples is plus or minus 3 percentage points in either direction. For certain subgroups, the error
margin may be somewhat higher.  Poll results may also be affected by factors such as question wording
and the order in which questions are presented.


