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LOS ANGELES TIMES POLL ALERT

Californians Would Welcome Guest Workers, Oppose Fence

enforcement of immigration laws along with a guest worker program, over tougher enforcement

alone. By 70% to 20%, Californians chose a combination approach over a strictly punitive one,
according to the latest Times poll. Earlier this month, a Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg poll found a
similar sentiment nationwide — 63% of the American public favored the combination, compared to 30%
who think toughness alone is the answer.

Most Californians, even more so than the public nationwide, prefer a combination of tough

In general, the survey found immigration issues in the state to be of rising concern to Californians— the
proportion who mentioned immigration when asked what is the most important problem facing the state
rose from 13% in a Times Poll last October, to 34% today. When Californians were asked specifically how
big a problem illegal immigration is compared to other problems facing the entire country, more than two
in five responded that it is one of the most important problems, and a similar proportion said it is an
important problem but not one of the most important. Nationally, 31% rated it a top problem in the nation,
and 53% said it was important but not the most important.

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has a mixed record on the issue of immigration, having in the
past expressed support for the Minute Men, a private border patrol group in San Diego, but he has also
gone on record opposing a border fence. Almost half of California’s registered voters said they disapprove
of how the governor has handled the state’s immigration issues, including 30% who said they disapprove
strongly, 28% who approve, and 23% who aren’t sure. Among those who cited immigration as the most
important problem facing the state, almost twice as many disapprove of the job Schwarzenegger is doing
as approve of it.

The Times/Bloomberg survey earlier in the month found support nationwide for a guest worker program,
as well as a proposal to create a path to permanent resident status for residents who are living and working
in the U.S. illegally who agree to register, pay a fine, get fingerprinted and learn English, among other
requirements. Both of these issues were hotly debated in the Senate before the Easter break. A proposal,
similar to provisions in a bill passed by the House of Representatives last year, which would fence off
miles of the Mexican/U.S. border and to make illegal residence a felony, drew less support nationwide.
Californians are even more supportive than the rest of the nation of the guest worker and citizenship
programs, and are strongly opposed to the fence and felony idea.

In California, 64% support the idea of a guest worker program while 18% oppose it. Nationally, 54%
supported, 21% opposed. Californians support a path to legal residency for illegal immigrants by 72% to
15%, even stronger support than the 66% to 18% found nationwide. The idea of fencing off swaths of the
border and toughening immigration laws, including making illegal residence a felony, received limited
support nationwide - 42% to 35% - while in California 55% of residents opposed the fence and felony
approach, and only 31% supported it.

California Republicans and Latinos are among the most concerned about immigration in the state. Among

each of those groups, about 44% cited immigration as the most important problem facing the state,
compared to 34% of whites, 25% of Democrats, and 27% of Independents. Similarly, half of Latinos cited
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illegal immigration as one of the most important problems facing the country, compared to 41% of whites,
and 53% of Republicans, compared to 36% of Democrats, and 30% of Independents.

Oddly enough, given the level of debate among Republican lawmakers in particular, support for a guest
worker program is affected almost not at all by party affiliation in California. Strong support — between
62% and 67%- is found across party lines. Support for a guest worker program reaches its zenith among
Latinos, at 75%. Similarly about three out of four, regardless of party, support the provision of a path to
citizenship, with almost no difference between Latinos and whites.

The fence-and-felony option, however, did tease out some differences. Among whites, a 49% plurality
oppose it and 39% support it, while 71% of Latinos oppose it and only 20% support it. Half of
Republicans like the idea, and it is opposed by 64% of Democrats and 60% of independents.

-Analysis by Jill Darling Richardson
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Results from the Times Poll
California Poll (April 21-27, 2006)

Guide to Column Headings

ALL  All adults

REG  Registered voters

WHT  Whites

LAT  Latinos

L/A Los Angeles county

R/S Rest of south, excluding Los Angles

BAY  Bay area: Contra Costa, Marin, Alameda, San Francisco, San Mateo
C/V Central Valley

R/N Rest of north, excluding five counties in the Bay area

Note
Results are among adults nationwide, unless otherwise indicated.
(-) indicates 0.5%

Q2. What do you think is the most important problem facing California today? Is there another problem you feel is almost as
important? (UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED) (TOP FIVE RESPONSES SHOWN)

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY (OAY R/N
Gas prices 24 24 21 26 26 31 12 20 19
Public schools 23 26 24 21 25 20 39 17 24
Immigration 34 33 34 45 36 36 29 38 26
Economy 8 7 9 10 7 8 7 7 11
Budget deficit 7 8 9 4 4 10 8 6 3

Q34. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Arnold Schwarzenegger is handling the state's immigration issues? (IF
APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

Among Registered voters

REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY CIV R/N

Approve (net) 28 30 26 27 29 27 25 32
Approve strongly 10 10 11 11 9 7 10 14
Approve somewhat 18 20 16 17 19 20 15 19
Disapprove (net) 49 45 59 52 48 55 48 42
Disapprove somewhat 19 20 20 15 17 29 21 20
Disapprove strongly 30 25 38 37 31 26 27 22
Don’t know 23 25 15 21 23 18 27 26
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Q47. Compared to other problems facing the country, how big a problem is illegal immigration? Would you say it is one of the
most important problems facing the country, or is it an important problem, but not one of the most important, or is it not all that
important, or is it not important at all?

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY CIV R/N

Important (net) 83 82 83 85 83 84 75 88 80
One of the most important 42 41 41 50 45 44 32 45 40
Important, but not most 40 41 42 35 38 40 43 43 40
Not important(net) 16 17 16 14 15 16 24 11 16
Not all that important 11 12 11 8 8 10 21 6 13
Not important at all 5 5 5 6 7 6 4 4 3
Don’t know 1 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 4

Q48. One proposal is to create a "guest worker" program that would give a temporary visa to noncitizens who want to work
legally in the United States. The program would provide a path to permanent resident status if certain requirements were met.
Do you support or oppose this, or haven't you heard enough about it to say? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose)
it strongly, or (support/oppose) it somewhat?

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY (OAY R/N

Support (net) 64 63 60 75 65 58 66 69 72
Support strongly 34 31 26 51 36 9 39 34 39
Support somewhat 30 32 34 23 29 28 27 35 33
Oppose (net) 18 20 21 13 19 23 14 14 13
Oppose somewhat 6 6 7 4 5 8 5 4 6
Oppose strongly 13 14 14 9 14 16 9 10 7
Don’t know (net) 18 17 19 12 16 19 20 17 15
Haven't heard enough 14 15 17 10 12 16 16 15 13

Q49. One proposal would allow undocumented immigrants who have been living and working in the United States for a number
of years, and who do not have a criminal record, to start on a path to citizenship by registering that they are in the country,
paying a fine, getting fingerprinted, and learning English, among other requirements. Do you support or oppose this, or haven't
you heard enough about it to say? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) it strongly, or (support/oppose) it
somewhat?

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY (OAY R/N

Support (net) 72 72 74 75 72 71 70 72 74
Support strongly 43 42 39 55 47 38 38 43 47
Support somewhat 29 30 35 20 25 33 33 29 27
Oppose (net) 15 16 16 12 16 15 18 16 1
Oppose somewhat 6 6 7 6 6 7 10 4 3
Oppose strongly 9 10 9 6 10 8 7 12 8
Don’t know (net) 13 12 10 13 12 14 12 12 15
Haven't heard enough 10 10 7 10 9 12 10 10 11
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Q50. One proposal is to fence off hundreds of miles of the border between the United States and Mexico, and to toughen
immigration laws by making it a felony to be in the United States illegally. Do you support or oppose this, or haven't you heard
enough about it to say? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE) Do you (support/oppose) it strongly, or (support/oppose) it somewhat?

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY (OAY R/N

Support (net) 31 34 39 20 26 36 23 37 33
Support strongly 21 24 26 13 18 24 14 23 22
Support somewhat 11 10 13 8 8 12 8 14 11
Oppose (net) 55 52 49 71 59 51 69 47 52
Oppose somewhat 13 14 16 8 11 13 21 14 11
Oppose strongly 42 39 33 62 438 38 438 33 41
Don’t know (net) 14 14 12 9 15 13 8 16 15
Haven't heard enough 11 11 9 7 11 12 6 11 14

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS ROTATED)

Q51. Now that you have heard some of the immigration legislation proposed by some members of Congress, which would you
prefer: An approach that only focuses on tougher enforcement of immigration laws, or an approach that includes both tougher
enforcement of immigration laws and also creates a guest worker program that allows undocumented workers to work legally in
the U.S. on temporary visas?

ALL REG WHT LAT L/A R/S BAY (OAY R/N

Tougher enforcement 22 23 24 19 23 27 17 17 20
Tougher enforcement

and guest worker 70 71 70 74 69 67 72 73 74

Don’t know 8 6 6 7 8 6 11 10 6

How the poll was conducted

The Times Poll contacted 1,863 adults, including 1,399 registered voters in the state of California by telephone April
21 through 27, 2006. Telephone numbers were randomly selected from among a list of all exchanges in the state,
allowing contact with both listed and unlisted numbers. Multiple attempts were made to contact each number.
Additional Latino residents were contacted in a separate random sample to allow more accurate analysis of their
subgroup. The entire sample was weighted slightly to conform with census proportions for sex, ethnicity, age,
education, region, and the Secretary of State’s report of party registration. The margin of sampling error is plus or
minus 2 percentage points for all Californians; 3 points for registered voters. For certain other subgroups, the error
margin may be somewhat higher. Poll results may also be affected by factors such as question wording and the
order in which questions are presented. While voters of all racial and ethnic groups were interviewed and are
included as part of the overall results, some may comprise too small a subgroup of the sample to be separately
reported. Interviews in all samples were conducted in both English and Spanish.
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