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Times Names Two
Managing Editors,
One Associate Editor

Masthead-level appointments
form the heart of The Times’
Editorial leadership team.

he Los Angeles Times on

Oct. 11 announced

three masthead-level

appointments forming

the core of the newspa-
per’s leadership team: Doug
Frantz, investigative reporter
based in Istanbul, and Leo Wolin-
sky, Deputy Managing Editor,
have been named Managing Edi-
tors, and Deputy Managing Editor
John Montorio was elevated to As-
sociate Editor.

All three positions will report to
Times Editor Dean Baquet.

In explaining the two Manag-
ing Editor positions, Baquet said,
“1 wanted an aggressive way to
address the issue of declining read-
ership, to have someone focus on
it. And I wanted someone to run
the newsroom day-to-day. For a
newspaper of our scope and com-
plexity, this would be enough work
for more than one person.”

Frantz will oversee The Times'
major newsgathering operations,
including Foreign, Metro, Nation-
al, Washington, Business, Sports,
Science and Obituaries. He will be-
gin the transition to his new posi-
tion immediately and become full-
time Managing Editor in Novem-
ber. He has spent a total of nine
years with The Times.

Wolinsky, who joined The Times
in 1977, will assume responsibility
for the newspaper’s efforts to at-
tract more readers and gain circu-
lation. He will work with the entire
Times organization to grow read-
ership and will also oversee news-
room resources, including staffing
and budgeting.

Montorio will assume a larger
leadership role at the paper, in ad-
dition to continuing to manage
The Times’ features sections. He
will be responsible for a variety of
special news projects, including
more newsmaker profiles in the
main news section and better cov-
erage of trends throughout the
newspaper. He joined The Times in
2001.

Doug Frantz,

Managing Editor
“Throughout his career Doug

has been a leader on news, enter-

prise and investigations,” said Ba-

quet. “At the Los Angeles Times

Doug Frantz

and The New York Times, he has
covered some of the biggest local,
national and international stories,
including the illegal arming of
Iraq, corruption in the Teamsters
union, and insider trading on Wall
Street.”

“I'm pleased quite beyond words
by the opportunity to play a role
in making a great newspaper even
better,” Frantz says. “We have an
honored tradition of achieving ex-
cellence by working together at
The Times and I'll do everything
that our can to see that it not only
survives but thrives, even when
the going gets tough.”

Frantz served as city editor of the
Albuquerque Tribune from 1975 to
1978. He then joined the Chicago
Tribune as a metro reporter and
later served as a Washington re-
porter. In 1987, he joined the Los
Angeles Times as a business re-
porter, and eventually became an
investigative reporter in its Wash-
ington bureau. From 1994 to 2000,
Frantz was an investigative re-
porter for The New York Times, lat-
er becoming the paper’s investiga-
tions editor. He rejoined the Los
Angeles Times in May 2003, as an
investigative reporter based in Is-
tanbul.

Frantz is a two-time Pulitzer
Prize finalist and was recognized
for a Los Angeles Times series
chronicling the arming of Iraq be-
fore the Gulf War, and for a New
York Times series on the Church of
Scientology.

Frantz, with his wife, Catherine
Collins, are currently working on a
biography of A.Q. Khan, the fa-
ther of Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gram. They also have co-authored
“Death on the Black Sea: The Un-
told Story of the Struma and World
War II's Holocaust at Sea,” “Cele-
bration USA: Living in Disney’s
Brave New Town,” and six other
nonfiction books. He earned a
master’s degree in journalism from
Columbia University.

Leo Wolinsky,
Managing Editor

“With Leo’s appointment, we
are placing one of our most ac-
complished and thoughtful editors
over one of our most significant
programs, one that will affect vir-
tually every part of the paper,”
said Baquet. “He and Page One
Editor John Arthur will continue to
encourage the evolution of the
front page, making it livelier and
harder-hitting.”

Leo Wolinsky

John Montorio

With The Times since 1977,
Wolinsky spent more than 12
years as a Staff Writer before hold-
ing a variety of editing positions.
He has served as The Times’' Exec-
utive Editor, Managing Editor of
News, Assistant Managing Editor,
Metropolitan Editor, City Editor,
California Political Editor, Assis-
tant City Editor and Deputy Sacra-
mento Bureau Chief.

Wolinsky directed the coverage
of the Los Angeles riots and the
Northridge earthquake, which
both won Pulitzer Prizes for local
spot news reporting.

He earned a bachelor of arts de-
gree from the University of South-
ern California.

John Montorio,

Associate Editor

“John is one of the country’s
most accomplished features edi-
tors. His promotion reinstates a
storied title at The Times — one
held in the past by Jim Bellows,
among others. This appointment
is testament to his leadership of
our features sections,” said Baquet.
“But more than that, it reflects his
larger leadership role in the pa-
per.”

Montorio is looking forward to
the challenges of his new role. “It's
going to be an exciting time, if
Leo, Doug and I can just ignore all
the beard jokes,” he deadpans.

Montorio has overseen the
launch of Home and Outdoors sec-
tions and the relaunch of Calen-
dar, Food, Health and, shortly, the
Sunday magazine.

Before he joined The Times in
August 2001, Montorio worked at
The New York Times for 15 years.
There, he oversaw the launch of
several of the paper’s signature
feature sections, including Dining,
House & Home, Sunday Styles, The
City, and The Living Arts. He
served as associate managing edi-
tor, editor of the Style department,
editor of The City section, editor of
the Weekend section, editor of The
Living Arts, assistant editor of the
Sunday business section, and
deputy editor of the Home section.
He also was executive editor of The
Newsday Magazine from 1983 to
1988 and editor of The Washing-
ton Star’s Sunday Magazine from
1977 to 1981.

Montorio earned a bachelor of
arts degree, cum laude, from Seton
Hall University and a master’s de-
gree from the University of
Virginia.

Circulation Trends
Show Improvement

For the six months ended Sept. 30, 2005, The
Times reported a six-day Monday-Saturday av-
erage circulation of 869,819, a decline of 3.6
percent from the prior year, and Sunday circula-
tion of 1,247,569, a decline of 3.5 percent from
the prior year, according to figures filed with the
Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC).

Despite the decline, Times Publisher Jeff John-
son emphasized some positive trends in a mes-
sage to employees. “We're pleased with the
progress we have made since our March 2005
Statement,” he said. “Our September Publisher’s
Statement shows significant improvement with
average daily declines slowing, now trending
about half the amount reported in March 2005.
Our third-quarter results show further evidence
of our progress with Monday-Saturday average
daily circulation up 0.5 percent and Sunday
down 2.6 percent.”

Johnson noted that, during the past six
months, The Times has renewed its focus on
building individually paid copies. “In addition,
we have focused our acquisition efforts on build-
ing copies and readership toward the latter part
of the week to mirror our readers' lifestyles and
our advertisers' objectives,” he said. “Friday cir-
culation at 990,000 and Saturday circulation
averaging more than 1 million are more than
100,000 higher than the six-day average, and
underscore our ability to deliver high-quality
circulation on days of the week of highest value
to our advertisers.

“We remain committed to growing a respon-
sive and engaged audience base,” Johnson said.
“To do so, we will continue to put more re-
sources and efforts toward growing individually
paid copies while reducing our reliance on oth-
er paid circulation. We will also continue to in-
vest in making our editorial compelling in both
content and design to the people of Southern
California.”

Arthur Takes Over
Page One Duties

Assistant Managing Editor John Arthur, who has
been the paper’s night editor for the last five years,
has been appointed to take over Page One duties.
In his new role, he will chair the daily Page One
meeting and make A1l selections.

Arthur, who will report to Managing Editor Leo
Wolinsky, will continue to help in the evolution of
Page One through an expected re-design and be-
yond. He also will oversee a new night editor to be
selected soon.

Arthur joined The Times in the Orange County
Edition, where he served as City Editor and Man-
aging Editor during a period of major expansion.
In 1992 he was an Assistant National Editor and
later was named Editor of the Valley Edition. In the
Valley, he helped oversee that edition’s expansion
and the Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage of the
Northridge earthquake and the North Hollywood
shootout. He was promoted to Managing Editor in
1997 to oversee the regional editions, the National
edition and the Sports and Travel sections.

He previously worked at the San Francisco Ex-
aminer and the Pittsburg (Calif.) Post-Dispatch.







