
Rita closes in

Projected landfall for Hurricane Rita is along the southeast Texas and southwest Louisi-
ana coastlines. If that path is maintained, Galveston and Houston would be hit by the
west side of the storm, which is generally weaker.

Southeast Texas (population: 4,452,358)

Southwest Louisiana (population: 712,746)

Occupation

Average household income: $51,020

Race

OccupationRace

Average household income: $66,621

Homes

Median value for owner-occupied
home: $98,830

Homes

Median value for owner-occupied
home: $85,785

White 71%

Black 24%

Latino 2%

Other 1%

Asian 1%

White collar 54%

Blue collar
29%

Service/farm
17%

White 43%

Latino 33%

Black 18%

Asian 5%
Other 2%

White collar 62%

Blue collar
24%

Service/farm
14%

Own 59%

Rent 41%

Own 72%

Rent 28%

Sources: Chicago Tribune, 2005 estimates from Claritas, BoatU.S. Hurricane Center, Accuweather; National Hurricane
Center; Associated Press; Reuters. Graphics reporting by Joel Greenberg, Scott Wilson and Mark Phillips

Raoul Rañoa, Leslie Carlson, Mark Hafer Los Angeles Times
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Note: Percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding

Demographic information below

Lake Charles, La. (more than 70,000 population), and Port Arthur, Texas (just under 60,000 population), are
in the hurricane’s path.
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