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Among Ourselves
Jeff Johnson
to succeed
John Puerner
as Publisher
on June 1.
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Senior VP of
Advertising
Todd Brownrout
talks about The
Times’ revenue-
growing strate-
gies for the year
ahead.
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Two Pulitzers
for The Times:
the King/Drew
series gets the
Gold Medal for
Public Service,
Kim Murphy
wins for
International
Reporting.
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The Times’
Festival of Books
has come a long
way in 10 years.
Page 7

The Times’ Editorial Awards and
Advertising Awards recognize another
year of excellence. Pages 4-5

AND 
THE
WINNERS 
ARE…
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Photos by Jerome Adamstein

Charles Ornstein, Tracy Weber and Julie Marquis are all smiles after learning that the
King/Drew series won a Pulitzer. 

On March 22, Times
employees received some
stunning news: Scott C.
Smith, President of Tri-
bune Publishing, an-
nounced that John P.
Puerner was stepping
down as President, Pub-
lisher, and CEO, and
would be succeeded by Ex-
ecutive Vice President and
General Manager Jeffrey
M. Johnson. Though
Johnson will officially be-
come the 11th Publisher
in Times history on June
1, he has already as-
sumed many of the duties
of publisher. In the inter-
vening two months,
Puerner will “provide im-
portant counsel to ensure
a very smooth transition,”
Smith said in a manage-
ment bulletin distributed
to employees. 

“Having worked closely
with John throughout his
26-year career, I am
deeply grateful for his strong and wise
leadership in each of his important roles
with our company,” Smith said. “For the
past five years, John has successfully guid-
ed the Los Angeles Times transition to Tri-
bune ownership. Over this period, The
Times has made excellent progress in
many ways including advancing editorial
quality, improving operating efficiency
and investing to better serve readers and
advertisers. 

“One of John’s most important accom-
plishments is the capable management
team that he developed at he Times,”
Smith continued. “As Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager, Jeff has been
central to many of the advances over
these five years. His personal leadership
qualities and wide range of experience —
both in Los Angeles and in prior assign-
ments with Tribune Company — make
him the very best person to succeed John.”

In his accompanying note, Puerner de-
clared that he was taking “a self-imposed
career break.” 

“I am truly honored to have served as
publisher of the Los Angeles Times,”
Puerner said. “I am extremely proud of
everything that we have accomplished to-
gether, and I want to thank all of you for
your friendship and support.”

At the following day’s Management
Communications Group meeting in the
Chandler Auditorium, the more than 200
managers in attendance returned the fa-
vor: When Puerner called the meeting to
order, the audience rose in a sustained
and heartfelt standing ovation.

“You’re really going to make this hard
on me,” Puerner responded.

He went on to explain that he’d been
discussing this move with Smith since late
last year, and he’d wanted to make sure
that his successor was named in time to

supervise the yearly plan-
ning process. He stressed
that the decision was a
personal one. “In some
ways, I’ve been burning
the candle at both ends
here for awhile, and, right
now, there’s just not a
whole lot left in the mid-
dle, and I need a break.”
he said.

Puerner said he was ex-
tremely pleased that John-
son, his longtime col-
league at The Times and,
before that, Tribune, had
been named to succeed
him. “He is one of the
most capable, smartest,
honest people I’ve ever
worked with,” Puerner de-
clared.

As for his own stint as
the 10th publisher of The
Times, Puerner had this to
say: “When I think back,
my main memory of this
period will be simply
steady margin growth,

which was important, coupled with 11
Pulitzer Prizes. [Ed. note: On April 4, that
number increased to 13.] That’s the short
note I will carry with me forever. And, to
me, it says we addressed both of our mis-
sions – our enterprise mission and our
journalistic mission – as best we could.
And I take no credit for any of it because
it’s really been a result of this fine team
that we have in this room today.”

When he finished his comments, he re-
ceived another standing ovation.

Puerner Hands Over the Reins

On April 1, The
Times announced that
David P. Murphy had
been named Executive
Vice President and
General Manager of
The Times. He will start
on June 1 – the day
that Jeff Johnson for-
mally becomes Pub-
lisher of The Times.

“Dave is an exceptional newspaper
executive and a great addition to our
senior management team,” Johnson
said in the announcement. “During his
28 years at Tribune Company, he has
demonstrated a proven ability to drive
results through strong teams and great
customer solutions. We’re delighted that
he’s joining the paper.” 

Most recently, Murphy, 51, has been
President of Tribune Media Net and Vice
President of Advertising and Marketing
for Tribune Publishing Company since
2000. From 1999 to 2000, he served as
Vice President of Marketing and Sales for
the Chicago Tribune.

To the delight of the throng of
staffers assembled in newsroom at
noon on April 4 for the announce-
ment, The Times won two 2005
Pulitzer Prizes.

“The Troubles at King/Drew” series –
written by Steve Hymon, Mitchell
Landsberg, Charles Ornstein and Tra-
cy Weber, edited by Julie Marquis, with
photography by Robert Gauthier and
editorials written by Mary Engel —
won the Public Service Pulitzer. This
was the fifth time The Times has won
the Public Service award, and the first
time since 1984.

Staff Writer Kim Murphy’s coverage
of Russia, including the hostage mas-
sacre in Beslan, won the International
Reporting Pulitzer.

These wins bring to 37 the total
number of Pulitzers The Times has
won – 13 of which have come in the
past five years. The Times has now
won at least one Pulitzer for eight
years in a row, collecting 17 Pulitzers
in 11 categories within that stretch.

Two other Times staffers were
Pulitzer finalists this year. Photogra-
pher Luis Sinco’s iconic portrait of a
young Marine smoking a cigarette af-
ter a day of heavy fighting in Fallou-
ja was a finalist in the Feature Pho-
tography category. Ron Brownstein
was up for the Pulitzer for Beat Re-
porting.

The Times also fared well in other
national editorial awards. David Will-
man and Janet Lundblad were finalists
for the 2004 Investigative Reporters
and Editors (IRE) Investigative Report-
ing Contest in the Largest Newspapers
category for their “National Institutes
of Health: Public Servant or Private
Marketer?” package.

Many Times visual journalists were
recognized this year. The Times re-
ceived 16 Pictures of the Year Interna-
tional awards, and 79 awards in the

Society for News Design’s 2004 Best of
Newspaper Design Creative Competi-
tion, the most awards received by any
newspaper this year. The latter awards
included 18 Silver Medals and one
Gold Medal, the latter for Robert
Maxwell’s photo that appeared in the
Jan. 4, 2004 issue of the Los Angeles
Times Magazine.

Several stories in the Los Angeles
Times Magazine won recognition.
Idelle Davidson won the American So-
ciety of Journalists and Authors award
for best personality profile of 2004.
Vince Beiser won an award from the
National Council on Crime and Delin-
quency in the magazine writing cate-
gory, was a finalist for the Medill
School of Journalism’s John Bartlow
Martin Award for Public Interest Mag-
azine Journalism, and won an award
from the National Mental Health As-
sociation. A piece by Andy Meisler was
chosen for the annual anthology “The
Best of American Sportswriting 2004.”

Dynamic Duo
Two Pulitzer Prizes, including a Gold Medal for public service,
highlight national awards season for The Times.

Jeff Johnson to officially succeed John Puerner as Publisher on June 1;
Johnson immediately assumes many duties of the position.

Moscow Bureau Chief Kim Murphy soaks
up the adulation after her Pulitzer win is
announced. 
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