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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 4, 2005 STUDY #515

LOS ANGELES TIMES POLL ALERT

MAYOR’S RACE UP FOR GRABS

ith just four weeks remaining until Los Angeles city voters go to the polls to vote for the city’s
next mayor, a new Los Angeles Times poll is showing that voters are not yet paying much
attention to the election.  There are large undecideds in almost  every demographic group which

makes the race too volatile to call.  Not only is there a large undecided group, but a third of likely voters
say they could change their minds and vote for a candidate other than the one they say they will vote for
today.  Just a quarter of the voters say they are very interested in following the campaign for mayor.  In a
Times pre-election poll just before the primary in 2001, 47% of likely voters said they were very interested
in following the mayor’s race and on election day there was a 34% turnout.

In the city of Los Angeles, the mayor’s race is non-partisan.  If one of the candidates doesn’t receive fifty
percent of the vote plus one, then the top two vote getters face off in a general election in May.   There are
five major candidates vying to become the next mayor of Los Angeles – State Senator Richard Alarcon,
the incumbent James Kenneth Hahn, former State Assemblyman Bob Hertzberg, City Councilmember and
former LAPD Chief Bernard Parks and  City Councilmember Antonio Villaraigosa (he ran and lost to
James Hahn in the mayoral runoff in 2001).  So far, except for Hertzberg starting his TV ads on Tuesday,
there has not been any television or major direct mail advertising by any of the candidates;  but whoever
gets his message out first and floods the airwaves with his message will have the advantage.   Alarcon and
Parks are struggling with getting enough campaign contributions to stay competitive, while Hahn,
Hertzberg and Villaraigosa have the most money to spend -- close to $2 million each .

It is always tough to beat an incumbent and beating Hahn will be no exception.  In 2001, most of the
unions endorsed Villaraigosa.  Now, most of them are endorsing Hahn.  He was able to hold off the
Democratic Party from endorsing Villaraigosa, and it wound up endorsing no one.

However, there are chinks in the mayor’s armor that he will have to overcome in order to just get in the
runoff.  Among Hahn’s biggest supporters in 2001 were voters in the African American community, but
many are still angry about his not advocating a second term for Parks (an African American) as police
chief.  Now that Parks is in the race, he is siphoning many black voters away from Hahn.  He will also
have a hard time winning the San Fernando Valley voters because of a couple of reasons:  Hertzberg’s
assembly district was in the Valley and will take votes away from the mayor; Hahn’s strong campaign
opposing the Valley seceding from the city of LA.   The evidence of this is that Valley voters who voted
for secession are not voting for Hahn, but switching their allegiance to Hertzberg  (while in 2001, a large
plurality of these voters did vote for Hahn).   Another vulnerability for Hahn is the ongoing investigation
by local and federal prosecutors that alleges city contracts were awarded in exchange for political
contributions (Hahn denies any involvement and says that anyone found responsible would be punished)
and the over billing of city agencies by the PR firm of  Fleishman-Hillard.  Although no one has suggested
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that he is involved in these issues, his opponents are using these allegations and charges as campaign
ammunition.  Villaraigosa and Hertzberg have both said that the mayor’s administration has betrayed the
trust and confidence of  city residents.

There are a couple of questions that campaigns look at to determine the electability of an incumbent.  One
of them is how voters rate a candidate’s job performance.  If it is below 50% it is a warning sign that the
incumbent is in trouble.   But, under the right conditions the incumbent does win as shown by Gray Davis
beating Republican challenger Bill Simon in the 2002 gubernatorial election.  Davis’s job rating just prior
to the election was 46% to 51%.  The other question is whether the city is going in the right direction or off
on the wrong track.   This poll shows that half of likely voters believe the city is seriously off on the wrong
track.  (In a Times poll in April 2001, 44% of likely voters said the city was off on the wrong track). Hahn,
it appears, seems to have his job cut out for him in persuading voters that he is doing a good job serving
the city.  The mayor is receiving a 44% to 48% overall job approval rating.

Education is a top issue, as was the case during the 2001 mayoral election, and it still seems to be the
number one issue that voters want the candidates to discuss.  In the current poll, 24% cited education as the
top priority, followed by crime (21%), more police (16%) and traffic congestion (14%).  In a March 2001
Times poll, however, 42% of likely voters mentioned education as their top priority, followed by
crime/gangs, police behavior and the energy crisis.  Among those mentioning education in the current
survey, 25% say they would vote for Villaraigosa and 20% for Hahn.  And those who cite crime, 28%
would vote for Hahn, 20% for Villaraigosa and 11% for Parks.  Hahn, who has been campaigning on
hiring more police, is perceived as the candidate that would be best on this issue.  Among those citing
more police, 32% would back Hahn, while 18% would support Parks.  Voters who mention traffic
congestion support Villaraigosa (27%), followed by Hahn (18%)  and Hertzberg (17%).

Horserace

If the election were being held today, 21% of likely voters would vote for Hahn, 20% would support
Villaraigosa, 13% would back Parks, 12% would vote for Hertzberg and 3% would support Alarcon.
However, a sizable 31% of voters are undecided.  In the 2001 primary, Villaraigosa beat Hahn by 30% to
25% with Steve Soboroff getting 21% of the vote.

To still further show the fluidity of the race, a third of the voters say there is a chance they could change
their mind and vote for some other candidate.  (Two-thirds of voters are certain of their choice.)  However,
those voting for Hahn and Parks are more certain of their vote than voters for the other candidates.

Voters were asked if they had a second choice -- 18% said they didn’t have a second choice and another
10% were undecided.  But 17% of likely voters say that Alarcon would be their second choice, followed by
Hahn at 16%, Villaraigosa at 15%, Hertzberg at 13% and Parks at 11%.   As one scenario shows, if the
vote for the three candidates not in the top tier were combined, the second choice of the Alarcon, Hertzberg
and Parks voters would give Hahn and Villaraigosa both 24% of the vote.  This is just another example of
the complicated calculus of the primary and its fluidity.    

If Hahn gets into the runoff, he is in a better position than any of his opponents because his base is more
evenly distributed among liberals, moderates and conservatives as well as in all parts of the city.  Plus 37%
of voters say they want the next mayor of LA to be a strong city manager and these voters are supporting
Hahn (23%). Almost a quarter say they want the next mayor to have a combination of being a strong
manager, salesman to attract businesses and tourism and be able to build bridges among all racial and
ethnic groups.  This group also thinks Hahn is the candidate to do this (22%).  He will, however, have to
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do better among Jewish voters and extend an olive branch in the parts of the African-American community
that are still upset with him over the firing of Parks.

The other candidates don’t have, as yet, citywide appeal. Villaraigosa appears to get more of the liberal
voters, liberal Democrats, Latinos and voters living in central LA.  Hertzberg voters are almost all white
and from the Valley.  And more of Parks’ voters are black, the less educated and those living in south LA.

Most voters in Los Angeles (83%) say having a mayor of their own ethnic group is relatively unimportant,
including almost seven in 10 who say it was not at all important.  However, around two-thirds of black and
Latino voters say having a mayor who represented their ethnic group was of at least some importance to
them.

Demographics of the horserace
Race/ethnic groups:  Hahn’s share of the vote has declined dramatically within the black

community because Parks is in the race and their anger over the firing of Parks.  Although, one would
think that Parks would get a bigger share of the black vote, he receives more than four out of 10 black
votes, while almost a quarter still support the mayor.  A Times 2001 exit poll for the primary shows that
Hahn was the recipient of most of the black votes at 71%.  (In this poll, Villaraigosa gets the support of
less than one in 10 black voters.)  Villaraigosa did better among Latino voters in 2001 than he is doing
now.  (Hahn does better among Latinos than he did in the 2001 primary.)  Then 62% of Latino voters
supported him, while 17% supported Xavier Becerra and just 7% voted for Hahn.  In this current poll, 30%
say they will vote for Villaraigosa, but 17% would support Hahn and 14% would back Parks.  Alarcon,
another Latino candidate, would only get 8% of the Latino vote.  But, nearly three in 10 each of black and
Latino voters are still undecided.  The white support is very similar to what it was in the 2001 primary.  A
fifth of white voters support both  Hahn and Villaraigosa, while slightly less than a fifth support Hertzberg.
Five percent of whites would vote for Parks, 2% for Alarcon.  A third of white voters are also undecided.
Interestingly, more Latino voters would vote for a black candidate than black voters would vote for a
Latino candidate.

LA areas:  The voters on the Westside give Villaraigosa a slight edge over Hahn  (28% to 24%)
although within the poll’s margin of error.  These numbers are similar to what these candidates received in
the 2001 primary.   Hertzberg has taken a slight lead in the San Fernando Valley (21%) with Hahn at 18%,
although also well within the margin of error, Villaraigosa receiving 15% and Parks getting 10%.  But
roughly a third of Valley voters  are undecided.  Parks enjoys an eight point lead over Hahn in the
Southern part of the city (which includes SouthCentral and San Pedro).  In the 2001 primary, Hahn
received a majority of the vote in that area (52%).  More than a third of voters in this area are undecided.
Villaraigosa beats Hahn among voters living in central LA by 18 points.  (But Villaraigosa’s support is
down in this area from 47% in 2001 to 38% in the current survey).  More than a quarter are undecided.

Jewish Vote:  Jews in the city make up a fair share of the electorate (almost a fifth of likely voters).
Hertzberg, who is Jewish and from the Valley, is trying to woo Jewish voters over to his side.  Villaraigosa
has always had many Jewish friends and voters and this election seems to be no exception.  But Hertzberg
has taken away Villaraigosa’ edge in this community – they both are getting the support of 22% of the
Jewish voters.  Hahn receives the backing of 16% of this group.  But, about a third are undecided.  In the
2001 primary, 26% of Jews voted for Villaraigosa and 16% supported Hahn.
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Union Members:  Although most of the city unions have endorsed Hahn in his race for mayor, 27%
of union members are supporting Villaraigosa, while 19% are backing the incumbent.  Eight percent of
union voters support Parks, 6% back Hertzberg and 5% support  Alarcon.  There is a high undecided of
35%.

Gender and Age:  Men give the edge to Villaraigosa over Hahn, 24% to 20%.  Fourteen percent of
men support Hertzberg and 13% support Parks, while women give the edge to Hahn over Villaraigosa,
22% to 17%.  Thirteen percent of women support Parks and  9% support Hertzberg.  Nearly three in 10
older voters (65+) support Hahn, while more than a quarter of the younger voters (18-44) support
Villaraigosa.

Party Registration and Political Ideology:  A quarter of Democratic voters support Villaraigosa,
while more than a fifth support Hahn, 15% back Parks, 10% back Hertzberg and 3% support Alarcon.
Roughly a fifth of Republicans would vote for Hahn, 18% for Hertzberg, 11% for Parks, 4% for
Villaraigosa and 2% for Alarcon.  A third of liberal Democrats support Villaraigosa, while nearly three in
10 moderate Democrats back Hahn and 19% support Parks.  A third of liberals would vote for
Villaraigosa, while 21% of moderates support Hahn.  Nearly three in 10 conservatives would vote for
Hahn and 18% would vote for Parks.

Candidates on Issues

Leadership:  Twenty-two percent of likely voters think Hahn has the best leadership qualities to
become mayor, while 19% believe that of Villaraigosa; 14% think Parks has the best leadership qualities
and 12% believe Hertzberg does.  A fifth has no opinion and 6% think none of them do.   Nearly three in
10 voters living on the Westside think Hahn was best on this attribute as well as a quarter believe that of
Villaraigosa.  A third of voters in central LA believe Villaraigosa has this quality and more than a third of
southern LA voters think that of Parks.

Economic prosperity:  Hahn is seen as the candidate to best handle economic prosperity in the city.
About a quarter of voters give Hahn the nod in this category, while 16% of voters think that about
Hertzberg , 14% for Villaraigosa and 10% for Parks.  Twenty-six percent were not sure which candidate
would be best.

Holding down crime:  Parks was the clear winner in this category.  He received 39% of  voters
believing he would be best in holding down crime, followed by 17% for Hahn.

Traffic and Transportation:  No one candidate leads in this category.   But 18% of voters think
Hahn would be best on this issue, followed by 15% for Parks, 13% for Villaraigosa and 12% for
Hertzberg; 28% were undecided.   This is a big concern for those voters living on the Westside and 20% of
them think Hahn is the candidate to help on this issue, although 36% were unsure that any candidate would
do best.  (Traffic congestion was one of the top four issues voters would like the next mayor to address.)
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Improving Education:  This is one of Hertzberg’s campaign issues – decentralizing the LAUSD and
improving public education.  Unfortunately, so many voters don’t know who Hertzberg is that he doesn’t
do well on this issue.  About a fifth of voters think Villaraigosa would be best to handle this issue, while
14% think Hertzberg would be best.

Leadership Economic     Holding Down  Traffic/     Improving
Qualities Prosperity Crime Transp      Education

Alarcon       4%       5%   3%   5%  6%
Hahn      22      24  17  18 15
Hertzberg      12      16    6  12 14
Parks      14      10  39  15 10
Villaraigosa      19      14    9  13 19
None/All equally        9        5    6    9   9
Don’t Know      20      26  20  28 27

Honesty and Integrity:  Parks has the highest rating as the candidate who has the honesty and
integrity to serve as mayor of LA -- more than half of voters (52%) believe that, while 25% say that he
doesn’t and 22% aren’t sure.  Nearly three-fifths of Democrats say Parks has the honesty and integrity,
while nearly half of Republicans say that as well.  Nearly half of all white voters believe Parks has this
attribute, compared to most blacks and a half of Latinos.

Half of voters believe Villaraigosa has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor, while a fifth don’t think
so and nearly three in 10 don’t know.  A majority of Westside voters believe Villaraigosa has this attribute,
as do nearly half of Valley voters, more than three-fifths of voters living in central LA,  and less than two
in five south LA voters (although 44% are undecided in this part of the city).  More than three-fifths of
Latino and nearly half of white voters think Villaraigosa has the honesty and integrity to be mayor.
Whereas Parks did well among Republicans, less than a third of Republicans think the councilman has this
attribute, a third don’t and about a third are not sure.

Nearly half (48%) of voters believe Hahn has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor, while a third
(34%) don’t think he has this attribute and less than a fifth are not sure.  Roughly half of Democrat,
Republican, white, black and Valley voters think Hahn has this attribute.   A majority of Latino voters
believe he has honesty and integrity, while 45% of Westside voters believe that as well.

Too few people know who Alarcon and Hertzberg are  -- at least half of the voters are not sure whether
Alarcon or Hertzberg has this attribute.

Impressions of the candidates:  A bare majority of voters (51%) have a favorable impression of the
mayor, while 41% have an unfavorable one.  White voters are split – 47% each favorable and unfavorable,
while majorities of black and Latino voters feel positively toward Hahn.  Voters living on the Westside are
divided (46% each favorable and unfavorable), while Valley voters have a more favorable impression
(51% to 44%).

A slim majority of voters have a favorable opinion of the former police chief, while a third have an
unfavorable opinion.  One in six voters are either not aware of Parks or are undecided.  Most blacks have a
positive opinion of Parks, compared to a majority of Latinos and a sizable plurality of whites.  Two-thirds
of voters living in the southern part of the city and a majority of Westside voters also have a positive
opinion of Parks, while large pluralities of Valley voters and those living in central LA do as well.
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Nearly three-fifths of voters (55%) have a positive impression of Villaraigosa, while more than a fifth have
a negative opinion.  Almost a quarter are undecided or unaware.  Majorities of white, black and Latino
voters have favorable impressions of the councilman; 72% of voters living in central LA, 57% of Westside
voters, 51% of Valley voters and 41% of voters in the southern part of the city have positive impressions of
Villaraigosa.  (42% of voters in south LA are unaware of this candidate.)  More than three-fifths of
Democrats have a favorable opinion, while 32% of Republicans do.  More than two out of five
Republicans have a negative view of Villaraigosa, with 27% either unaware or undecided.

Issues That May Affect Vote

More than seven out of 10 voters say that Hahn’s strong opposition of the San Fernando Valley seceding
from the city of LA will play no role in their vote for mayor.  But among Valley voters, 21% say it would
make them less likely to vote for Hahn.  Among Valley voters who voted for secession, 14% would vote
for Hahn, but 29% would vote for Hertzberg.

Also, more than seven out of 10 voters say that Hahn not advocating a second term for Parks as police
chief would not play a role in their vote for mayor, but 16% say it would make them less likely and 10%
say it would make them more likely.  Hahn gets hit hardest among black voters on this issue.  More than
four in 10 black voters say they would be less likely to vote for the incumbent mayor because of his stance
against Parks.

Potential Scandal:  There are a couple of things going on in the city that could have an impact on
the election.  One of them is the alleged over billing of city agencies by the  Fleishman-Hillard PR firm
and the other is an investigation by local and federal prosecutors into allegations that city contracts were
awarded in exchange for contributions to Mayor Hahn’s political committee (pay-to-play).  Most voters
have heard about the over billing charges – more than three-fifths of voters say they heard at least
somewhat about it  (including 25% heard a lot and 36% heard somewhat) and seven in 10 voters heard at
least somewhat about the allegations of pay-to-play (including 27% who heard a lot and 43% who heard
somewhat).  Mayor Hahn denies any involvement in either of these issues and said that any one found
responsible would be punished.  But Hahn’s opponents charge that the Fleishman-Hillard indictment and
the investigations show that Hahn’s administration had violated the public trust.  When given those
arguments, 44% say it would have no bearing on their vote for mayor, but 37% say it would make them
less likely to vote for Hahn.   This seems to be a vulnerable spot for the mayor.  Sizable shares of voters
from Democrats to Republicans, to all corners of the city are saying that these issues would make them less
likely to vote for the mayor.  Among those who say it would make them less likely, 23% would support
Villaraigosa, 20% for Parks, 16% for Hertzberg, 6% would support Hahn and 2% would support Alarcon.
A third are undecided.  Among those who say these charges and allegations would play no role, 31%
would support Hahn, 21% Villaraigosa,  10% Hertzberg, 8% Parks and 4% Alarcon.  More than a quarter
are undecided.

Mayor James Kenneth Hahn

Accomplishments:  Mayor Hahn has kept something of a low profile over the past four years, the survey
found. When asked what Hahn’s most important accomplishment was over his term in office, most likely
voters - about two-thirds - were unable to come up with anything specific.  A few (around one in 20
mentions each) gave the mayor credit for reducing crime, having a plan to modernize LAX, opposing the
secession of the San Fernando Valley, and/or improving race relations in the city.  Approximately one in
10 black voters pointed to an improvement in race relations under Hahn’s watch and about one in 14
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Latino voters cited one or two of each of the following: Hahn’s support of after-school programs, that he
brought business to the city, and that he reduced crime.  It should be noted that advertising for the mayoral
campaign has yet to go into full swing, with only Hertzberg airing an ad during the survey’s field period
and that only during the last few days. Undoubtedly, Hahn’s campaign will strive to highlight what they
would like voters to remember about the mayor’s activities and accomplishment over the past four years,
which may serve to further define him in voters’ eyes, but for now, what he has done over the past four
years remains a mystery to most.

Mayor’s Job Approval Rating:  That inability of Angeleno voters to point to visible progress under Hahn’s
watch could be at least part of why the mayor’s job approval rating was lower than an incumbent hoping
for re-election next month might wish for.  Just under half (48%) of Los Angeles’ likely voters
disapproved of the way Hahn has handled his job, while 44% approved.

Mayor Hahn has not regained his lost standing with black voters in particular, the survey found. Black
voters overwhelmingly backed Hahn in 2001, helping lift him to an eight point victory in the runoff
election against Antonio Villaraigosa.  Just before the election, in late May of 2001, a Times poll found an
overwhelming 82% of black likely voters had a favorable impression of the man who grew up in the South
Central area of L.A., the son of county supervisor Kenneth Hahn who represented that area for many years.
In this most recent poll, however, that number dropped to about half of black likely voters who said they
view him favorably, and four in 10 who did not.

Hahn’s falling out with the city’s black community came about over the reappointment of Bernard Parks,
who is running against Hahn in this election.  During the 2001 election campaign, Hahn promised to at
least consider backing reappointment for Parks, who had served one term as Chief of Police. However, one
year after the election, Hahn took a public stand against a second Parks term. A Times poll taken in March
2002, shortly after Hahn announced his opposition, found that nearly half of black residents disapproving
of the man their community had voted to elect. About two in five who had backed him in the election said
in that survey that they would like to take back their vote.  This survey shows that three years later,
relations between the mayor and the black community remain cool.

Among all likely voters in the city, 37% of those who said they approved of Hahn’s job as mayor could not
cite any particular reason why.  One in six said they simply felt that the mayor had done a good job overall,
8% said that Hahn cares about all of the Los Angeles communities, and 8% said they think he is honest.
Those voters who disapproved of the way Mayor Hahn has handled his job over the last four years were
somewhat more forthcoming with their concerns. About a third cited at least one of the following
concerns:  that he is beholden to special interests, that he may have awarded city contracts in exchange for
contributions, or that he is dishonest or insincere.  About one in 10 said that they thought the mayor hadn’t
accomplished much, a similar proportion said he lacked vision. About two in 10 said that Hahn was not a
strong leader and another one in 10 didn’t have a particular reason for disapproving.

What could be more bad news for Hahn with the election drawing near is that among the voters most
interested in the upcoming election, about six in 10 disapproved of the job he’s been doing.  And even
among those who gave Hahn kudos for a job well done over the past four years, there wasn’t
overwhelming support for electing him to another term. Just over four in 10 of the voters who approved of
the job he’s been doing said they would vote to re-elect him.  Villaraigosa benefited most among those
who disapproved of Hahn’s job by garnering 28% of the votes over Hertzberg’s 19%, Parks’ 17% and
tying with the 28% still undecided.
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Police Chief William Bratton, and the Los Angeles Police Department

Unlike the city’s mayor who appointed him to head the LAPD in 2002, Police Chief William J. Bratton has
the approbation of the city’s voters, as does the city police department that he heads. Three out of four
likely voters said they approved of the job Bratton has been doing, including about a third who approved
strongly. A similar proportion gave a thumbs-up to the LAPD.

Bratton’s high job approval rating is similar to the warm reception the city gave Willie Williams but is a
contrast to the lukewarm ratings given by the city to some of its previous chiefs of police.  Bernard Parks,
for example, never broke much above the 50% mark in any previous Times poll during his term. Daryl
Gates, police chief through the eighties into the early nineties, was viewed with disapproval by six out of
10 and sometimes more during the latter years of his term. The police department has been given pretty
consistently favorable ratings by Angelenos over the last couple of decades, dipping into high disapproval
only in response to the revelations of police corruption that came out during the Rampart scandal and the
aftermath of the beating of Rodney King.

In the current poll, just over half of black voters disapproved of the job the LAPD is doing, and they were
more lukewarm about Bratton than was the rest of the city, splitting almost evenly between approval and
disapproval of the job he’s been doing.  In contrast, Latino likely voter opinion of Bratton and the LAPD
mirrored fairly closely the city overall.

Quality of Life in Los Angeles

Most Angeleno voters said that the quality of life in Los Angeles has either remained the same (51%) or
gotten better (25%) over the last four years. About another quarter, however, said it has gotten worse.   A
majority of voters in Los Angeles took an optimistic view of the city’s economy in the short term. Six in
10 said the economy is doing well, although most (55%) said “fairly well” rather than “very well” (6%). A
similar number said they don’t see it changing either way in the next six months. About three in 10
predicted the economy will improve in the short term, while only 8% said they foresee a dimming of the
economic picture.

Statistics that came out last month showed that violent crime overall is down by 14% in Los Angeles. This
doesn’t quite meet the ambitious goals that Chief Bratton set when he took on the job of heading up the
LAPD, but is still good news for the city and possibly good news for Hahn, who is making reduction of
crime the centerpiece of his re-election bid.   However, only 17% of voters said they feel safer in Los
Angeles than they did four years ago when Hahn took office, outnumbered by the 22% who said they feel
less safe. The majority of voters (60%) said that their feeling of safety in the city hasn’t changed one way
or the other.

Both Hahn and Bratton have emphasized the need to increase the police force in Los Angeles. Hahn
pledged to put more officers on the street during his first election campaign, but a half a cent increase in
sales tax to pay for more police on the November ballot was defeated by voters and the bid to get another
attempt onto the ballot in May could be stalling.  City voters are split over the idea of funding more police
with a rise in sales tax. After being read arguments for and against the proposal, 48% agreed with
supporters who say that the increase is the only way to boost the size of the department and put more
police on the street, but 49% agreed with opponents who worry that a sales tax increase will drive
businesses out of the city and into the arms of surrounding communities who charge consumers lower
rates.
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Black voters tended to have a somewhat dimmer view of life in L.A. than voters in general. In addition to
disliking the way the police do their job, a majority of black voters said the economy in Los Angeles is
doing badly and were also more likely to feel their communities are less safe now than they were four
years ago.

Angeleno voters continued to shake their heads over the city’s public schools – six in 10 said they would
rate the overall quality of education at their local schools as only fair (30%) or poor (31%).  Only 5% rated
public school education as “excellent”, and 19% said it was “good.” A 54% majority favored breaking up
the Los Angeles Unified School district into smaller independent school districts, and 35% favored such a
move strongly.  Twenty-eight percent opposed a breakup.

Analysis by Susan H. Pinkus, Jill Darling Richardson and Patrick McAlearney
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Results from the Times Poll
LA City Poll

January 26-February 3, 2005

Guide to Column Headings

Among all likely voters:

LV Likely voters
DEM     Registered Democrats
REP Registered Republicans
WHT Whites
BLK Blacks*
LAT Latinos
WES Westside
SFV San Fernando Valley
CEN Central Los Angeles (City of LA, including east of Beverly Hills and North of 10 FWY)
SOU Southern Los Angeles (City of LA, including south of the 10 FWY and San Pedro)

*There were less than 100 black likley voters, but results are similar to all black registered voters.

Note
-All results are among likely voters in the city of Los Angeles.
-(Vol.) indicates a voluntarily response
- ‘–‘ indicates less than 0.5%

Q1. Do you think things in the city of Los Angeles are generally going in the right  direction or are they seriously off on the
wrong track?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Right direction 36    36    34    37    25    37    36    38    44    22
On the wrong track 51    49    54    50    71    49    46    51    39    71 
Don’t know 13   15    12    13       4    14    18    11    17       7
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(ASKED OF ALL VOTERS)
Q4. Do you think the current election for mayor of the city of Los Angeles is very important to the future of the city, or
somewhat important, or not too important or not important at all?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Important (Net)   98       99          97        97        96        99        98       96         99          98   
  Very important 74    74    75    71    81    76    66    77    69    78 
  Somewhat important 24    25    22    26    15    22    32    20    30    20 
Not important (Net)     2            1             2            3           4          1           2            3             1             2   
Don’t know   –       –          1          –       –       –       –          1          –       –

(ORDER OF CANDIDATES IS ROTATED)
Q5. If the March 8th primary for mayor of the city of Los Angeles were being held today and the candidates were: State Senator
Richard Alarcon, Los Angeles Mayor James Kenneth Hahn, Attorney and Businessman Bob Hertzberg, Council member and
Retired Chief Bernard C. Parks, or Los Angeles City Council member Antonio R. Villaraigosa, for whom would you vote:
Hahn, Alarcon, Hertzberg, Parks, or Villaraigosa? (INCLUDES LEANERS)

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon   3       3       2       2       –       8       2       5       3       1
James Hahn 21    22    21    20    25    17    24    18    20    26
Bob Hertzberg 12    10    18    19       1       2       8    21       5       –
Bernard C. Parks 13    15    11       5    42    14       4    10       8    34
Antonio R. Villaraigosa 20    25       4    20       5    30    28    15    38       4
Don’t know 31    25    44    34    27    29    34    31    26    35

(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO MENTIONED A CANDIDATE)
Q6. Are you certain you're going to vote for that candidate, or is it possible that you might end up voting for somebody else?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Certain 66    69    58    60    81    70    57    64    63    84
Might vote for someone else 33    30    40    39    18    28    42    35    36    15
Don’t know   1       1       2       1       1       2       1       1       1       1

(ASKED OF THOSE WHO MENTIONED A CANDIDATE IN Q5. ORDER OF CANDIDATES IS ROTATED)
(CANDIDATE MENTIONED AS FIRST CHOICE IS OMITTED)
Q7. Who would be your second choice? Richard Alarcon, James Kenneth Hahn, Bob Hertzberg, Bernard C. Parks, or Antonio
R. Villaraigosa? (INCLUDES LEANERS)

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon 17    17    10    11    12    38       8    15    30    12
James Hahn  16    16    19    16    18    15    14    15    19    17
Bob Hertzberg  13    15    15    19      4       5    21    16    10       5
Bernard C. Parks  11    12       7    11    15      6    17       9       8    12
Antonio R. Villaraigosa  15    14       9    13    20    13    14    15    13    20
No second choice (Vol.)  18    16    30    18    24    17    14    20    11    26
Don’t know  10    10    10    12       7       6    12    10       9       8
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(ASKED OF ALL VOTERS)
Q8. What one issue or problem do you think should be the next mayor's top priority? Is there another issue or problem that you
think should be at the top of the next mayor's priority list? (UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED) (TOP 6 RESPONSES
SHOWN)

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Education   24    27    16    23    23    32    27    21    29    21
Crime   21    20    24    20    24    24    23    16    30    20
More police    16    17    18    17    18    15    13    18    13    19
Traffic congestion    14    14    17    17      2    16    23    17    12       2
Road improvement       7       7       6       8       7       4    10       5    10       5
Homelessness      7       8       1       4    14    11       5       4       5    18

Regardless of which candidate for mayor you happen to prefer right now, generally speaking, which candidate, if any, do you
think would do the better job handling the following issues: Richard Alarcon, James Hahn, Bob Hertzberg, Bernard Parks, or
Antonio Villaraigosa? If you think none of them or all of them would do the better job, you can say that, too. For example:

(ORDER OF CANDIDATES IS ROTATED)
 Q9.Who do you think has the best leadership qualities to become mayor of the city of Los Angeles: Richard Alarcon, or James
Hahn, or Bob Hertzberg, or Bernard Parks or Antonio Villaraigosa?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon   4       5       1       1       9    11       2       3       7       7
James Hahn 22    21    26    22    22    20    29    18    21    25
Bob Hertzberg 12    10    21    18       3       2       7    22       5       1
Bernard C. Parks 14    16    11       8    45       9    10    10       6    36
Antonio R. Villaraigosa 19    24       6    19       5    26    24    17    33       5
None (Vol.)   6       3    12       9       3       1       7       8       6       1
All (Vol.)    3       2       1       2       5       3       2       2       5       3
Don’t know 20    19   22    21       8    28    19    20   17    22

(ORDER OF NEXT FOUR QUESTIONS AND CANDIDATES IS ROTATED).
Q10. Which candidate for mayor do you think would do the better job promoting economic prosperity for the city of Los
Angeles: Richard Alarcon, or James Hahn, or Bob Hertzberg, or Bernard Parks or Antonio Villaraigosa ?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon     5       5       1       3       1    12       2       4       8       2
James Hahn 24    22    30    26    26    18    26    23    19    28
Bob Hertzberg 16    14    25    23       2       4    19    25       9       1
Bernard C. Parks 10    13       7       3    38       9       4       5       8    32
Antonio R. Villaraigosa 14    17       5    12       7    20    17    13    23       4
None (Vol.)   4       3       5       7       2       –       3       7       2       1
All (Vol.)    1       2       –       1       1       2       2       1       2       –
Don’t know 26    24    27    25    23    35    27    22    29    32
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Q11. Which candidate for mayor do you think would do the better job holding down crime: Richard Alarcon, or James Hahn, or
Bob Hertzberg, or Bernard Parks or Antonio Villaraigosa?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon    3       4       1       1       –    13       1       5       5       1
James Hahn 17    18    19    17    21    14    17    14    18    21
Bob Hertzberg   6       4    12       9       1       3       5    10       3       –
Bernard C. Parks 39    40    36    35    61    30    37    40    28    52
Antonio R. Villaraigosa   9    11       2    10       6       9       8       8    16       5
None (Vol.)   5       3    10       6       3       3       5       7       2       2
All (Vol.)    1       2       –       2       1       1       1       1       3       –
Don’t know 20    18    20    20       7    27    26    15    25    19

Q12. Which candidate for mayor do you think would do the better job improving traffic and transportation issues: Richard
Alarcon, or James Hahn, or Bob Hertzberg, or Bernard Parks or Antonio Villaraigosa?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon    5       4       7       3       1    16       2       7       6       2
James Hahn 18    18    18    16    20    20    20    16    15    22
Bob Hertzberg 12    10    18    18       1       3    14    20      7      –
Bernard C. Parks 15    16    12    11    43       4       7    13    11    31
Antonio R. Villaraigosa 13    16       6    13       7    15    15    10    23       7
None (Vol.)    7       6    10       8       3    10       5       9       8       4
All (Vol.)    2       3       –       2       1       3       1       1       3       1
Don’t know 28    27    29    29    24    29    36    24    27    33

Q13. Which candidate for mayor do you think would do the better job improving the city's public schools: Richard Alarcon , or
James Hahn, or Bob Hertzberg, or Bernard Parks or Antonio Villaraigosa?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Richard Alarcon   6       6       8       4       1    18       2    10       6       2
James Hahn 15    14    19    11    21    13    14    14    13    21
Bob Hertzberg 14    13    16    19    11       3       9    22       7       6
Bernard C. Parks 10    11       7       4    38       7       2       6       4    32
Antonio R. Villaraigosa 19    24       5    19       7    25    30    15    31      7
None (Vol.)   8       6    14    10       2       1    10    10       7       1
All (Vol.)    1       1       –       1       1       1       –       1       2       –
Don’t know 27    25    31    32    19    32   33    22    30    31
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Q14. As you may know, mayors can play many different roles in a city. Thinking about the next mayor of Los Angeles, which
of the following should be the most important: He should be a strong manager of city services, or he should be a salesman for
the city, attracting businesses and investment, or he should build bridges among the city's ethnic and racial groups?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Strong manager 37    30    56    43    16    34    38    46    31    24
Salesman 15    14    18    15    17    13    17    13    16    16
Build bridges 21    26       7    16    25    29    21    18    21    29
All (Vol.) 23    26    16    24    39    14    22    21    22    29
Don’t know   4       4       3      2       3    10       2       2    10       2

(ORDER OF NEXT FIVE QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q15.  Do you think Richard Alarcon has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor of Los Angeles, or not?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Yes 33    38    20    28    23    49    32   35    38    26
No 17    14    25    21    11    12       7    24    16    11
Don’t know 50    48    55    51    66    39    61   41    46    63

Q16. Do you think James Hahn has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor of Los Angeles, or not?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Yes 48    50    49    47    48    54    45    51    45    50
No 34    32    36    36    38    22    34    36    34    29
Don’t know 18    18    15    17   14    24    21    13    21    21

Q17. Do you think Bob Hertzberg has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor of Los Angeles, or not?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Yes 36    36    40    46    15    22    36    47    27    17
No   9       9       7       6       7    17      8    10    10       8
Don’t know 55    55    53    48    78    61   56    43    63    75

Q18. Do you think Bernard Parks has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor of Los Angeles, or not?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Yes 52    56    48    49    69    50    53    51    49    58
No 25    23    31    29    15    22    22    30    24    19
Don’t know 23    21   21    22    16   28    25    19    27    23
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Q19. Do you think Antonio Villaraigosa has the honesty and integrity to serve as mayor of Los Angeles, or not?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Yes 50    56    31    47    38    62    54    49    62    36
No 21    15    38    23    21    13    16    26    15    20
Don’t know 29    29    31    30    41    25    30    25    23    44

Q20. Thinking back now over the past four years, what would you say is James Hahn's most important accomplishment as
mayor of Los Angeles? Is there another accomplishment that is almost as important? (UP TO TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED)
(TOP 7 RESPONSES SHOWN)

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU
Nothing in particular  47    46    52    51    43    45    48    51    47    39
Crime reduction       5       6       5       5       3       7       3       6       5       2
Bettering race relations       4       4       2       2    10      –       5       2       2       9
Hiring William Bratton
  as police chief       4       5       3       5       3       1       6       4       6       2
LAX modernization      4       4       3       4       5       2       3       3       6       5
Stopping secession of
  Hollywood/SFV       4       4       2       4       4       1       5       3       4       2
Don’t know 18 19 16 16 28 21 15 16 14 31

Q21. Lots of people don't pay much attention to political campaigns. How about you? So far this year, would you say you have
been very interested in following  the political campaign for mayor of the city of Los Angeles, or somewhat interested, or
somewhat uninterested, or very uninterested in following the political campaign for mayor this year?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Interested (Net)   87         85          91         85        89        87        83         87          86          89   
  Very interested 25    26    26    25    30    23    23    28   25    22
  Somewhat interested 62    59    65    60    60    64    60    59    62    68
Uninterested (Net)   12         13             9        14        11           9        15         13         10          11   
Don’t know   1            2          –         1         –         4          2         –          4          –

(ORDER OF NEXT FIVE QUESTIONS IS ROTATED)
Q27. What is your impression of Richard Alarcon ? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favorable (Net)    31         33          23         26        14      52        24         36          35         17   
  Very favorable    7       9       1       3       4    21       3       8    10       5    
  Somewhat favorable 23    24    22    23    10    31    21    28    25    13    
Unfavorable (Net)    16         12          24         21        8        10        9         23          15             7   
  Somewhat unfavorable 10      9    12    12       4       7       6    12    12      4  
  Very unfavorable    6       3    12       9       4       3       3    11       4       3  
Haven’t heard enough   47         49          46         47        67      34      58         37         43         68   
Don’t know   6           6            7           6        11           4         9            4             7             8   
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Q28. What is your impression of James Hahn? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable,
very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favorable (Net)   51         52         55         47      53        60        46       51          51          57   
  Very favorable  15    18    13    12    17    25    12    12    18    23 
  Somewhat favorable 36    34    42    35    36    34    34    40    33    33 
Unfavorable (Net)     41         42          39        47        44        21        46         44          36          33   
  Somewhat unfavorable 23    24    21    27    22    12    31    22    24    15 
  Very unfavorable 18    18    18    20    22    10    15    22    12    19 
Haven’t heard enough      5            4             2          3         1        18          2           3          11             9   
Don’t know       3            2            4            3           2          1         6          2             2            1    

Q29. What is your impression of Bob Hertzberg? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable,
very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favorable (Net)    34       32          42         47        11        17        38         45        23          14   
  Very favorable    9       8    10    13       5       2       7    14       6       2  
  Somewhat favorable 25    24    32    35      6    15    31    31    18    12  
Unfavorable (Net)      7           7            7         8           2           3           7        10             5            4   
  Somewhat unfavorable   5       5       5       5       2       1       4       7       3       3 
  Very unfavorable   2       2       3       2       –       2       3       4       1       1 
Haven’t heard enough    54        56         45         41        76      77        47         41          67          75   
Don’t know    5          5            6            4        11         3         8            4            5             7   

Q30. What is your impression of Bernard Parks? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable,
very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favorable (Net)   51         53          48        47        72      54        52       47        47          67   
  Very favorable 15    17    12       8    41    15       8    11    10    35 
  Somewhat favorable 37    36    36    39    31    38    45    36    37    32 
Unfavorable (Net)    33         31          37         39        14       25        32         41         28          22   
  Somewhat unfavorable  22    20    26    25    12    13    22    26    20    13
  Very unfavorable  12    11    11    15       2    13    10    15       8       9
Haven’t heard enough   13         14          11         11        14        19        11         10          20          11   
Don’t know      3            2             4           3         –         2           5            2             5          –
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Q31. What is your impression of Antonio Villaraigosa? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable or haven't you heard enough about him to say?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favorable (Net)    55         62          32         52     55        57        57         51          72         41   
  Very favorable 22    26      9    20    11    30   21    23    32       9
  Somewhat favor able 33    36    24    32    44    27    37    28    40    33
Unfavorable (Net)    21         16          41         25      20        13        24       27         13         17   
  Somewhat unfavorable 12    11    19    14    13       8    14    13    10    10 
  Very unfavorable 10       5    22    11       7       5      9    14       3       6 
Haven’t heard enough     20         19          22         19        23        27        11         19          12          39   
Don’t know      4          3             5            4           2          3          8            3             3             3   

Q32. Do you approve or disapprove of the way James Hahn is handling his job as mayor of Los Angeles? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Approve (Net)   44         45          48        43      44      49        43         44          43          49   
  Approve strongly     8       9       9       7       6    14       6       9    12       5 
  Approve somewhat 36    36    39    36    38    35    37    35    31    44
Disapprove (Net)   48         47          46         49        42        45      47         50         49          42   
  Disapprove somewhat 27    28    21    28    20   29    29    27   30    22  
  Disapprove strongly 21    19    26    22    22    16    18    23    19    20
Don’t know   8          8             6            8       14           6        10            6            8            9   

(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO APPROVE OF HAHN AS MAYOR)
Q33. Why do you approve of the way James Hahn has handled his job as mayor? Is there another reason? (UP TO TWO
REPLIES ACCEPTED) (TOP 6 RESPONSES ARE SHOWN)

  LV*
No particular reason 25
Has done a good job 17
Cares about LA communities   8
Has honesty/integrity   8
Strong leader   7
Maintained status quo in LA   6

* Results are only among all likely voters.  Results for other demographics were too small to break out.
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(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO DISAPPROVE OF HAHN AS MAYOR)
Q34. Why do you disapprove of the way James Hahn has handled his job as mayor? Is there another reason? (UP TO TWO
REPLIES ACCEPTED) (TOP 5 RESPONSES ARE SHOWN)

  LV*
Ethical issues (Net)   33
  Dishonest 15
  Gives contracts for contributions 14
  Beholden to special interests   9
Not a strong leader 21
Hasn’t done very much 11

* Results are only among all likely voters.  Results for other demographics were too small to break out.

(ASKED OF ALL VOTERS)
Q35. Do you approve or disapprove of the way William J. Bratton is handling his job as chief of police of Los Angeles? (IF
APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Approve (Net)   75         70          89         84      45        71      81         85          68         53   
  Approve strongly 35    32    50    44    11    32    35    49    25    15 
  Approve somewhat 40    38    39    40    34    39   46    36    44    38
Disapprove (Net)   12         15            3          5        42        10          4            5          14         32   
  Disapprove somewhat   7       9       1       3    20       8       3       3    10    16
  Disapprove strongly    5       6       2       2    22       2       1       2       4    16
Don’t know   13       15             8         11        13        19        15         10          18          15   

Q36. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the Los Angeles Police Department is handling its job? (IF APPROVE OR
DISAPPROVE) Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or (approve/disapprove) somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Approve (Net)   72         68          87         84        39        65        72         86          72          42   
  Approve strongly 32    28   55    41    20    24    26    47    23    18 
  Approve somewhat 40    40    32    43    20    41    46    39    49    24
Disapprove (Net)   23         27            8         12        53      31        22         10          25          51   
  Disapprove somewhat 14    16       6       9    22    23    17       8    12    27 
  Disapprove strongly    9    11       2       3    31       8       5       2    13    24
Don’t know     5            5            5            4           8         4         6            4            3            7   
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Q37. Generally speaking, do you think Los Angeles' economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly, or
very badly?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Well (Net)    61       56          74         67        37        56        66         69          54          47   
  Very well   6       4    13       7       2       5       6       9       7       1 
  Fairly well 55   52    61    60    35    50    60    60    47    46
Badly (Net)   35         39          25         32        60        34        31         31          36          49   
  Fairly badly 24    25    18    23    32    24    23    21    29    24
  Very badly 12    14       7       9    28    11       8    10       7    25
 Don’t know   4          5             1            1         3        10         3       –       10             4   

Q38. Six months from now, do you expect Los Angeles' economy will be better than now, worse than now or about the same as
now?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Better 29    29    32    29    24    27    30    32    32    18
Worse   8       9       5      6    14       8       8       4    11    10
About the same 57    55    60    59    58    53    56    59    50    62
Don’t know   6       7       3       6       4    12       6       5       7    10

Q39. Over the past four years or so, would you say the quality of life in your community has gotten better, or worse, or would
you say it has stayed about the same over that period of time? (IF BETTER OR WORSE) Would you say it has gotten
much (better/worse) or only somewhat (better/worse)?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Better (Net)     25         27          20         22        20        36        17         26          32          21   
  Much better     7       6       6       6       8       7       3       7      8       6
  Somewhat better 18    20    14    16    12    30    14    19    24    15
Worse (Net)    23         23          26         26        31      14        20         23          23          25   
  Somewhat worse 15    15    19    19      9    12    16    16    19       8
  Much worse   8       9       7       7    22       1       4       7       4    17
About the same     51         49          51         51        47        49        60         50          44          53   
Don’t know      1            1             3            1           2          1           3           1            1             1   
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Q40. When it comes to the threat of crime, do you feel safer in your community than you did four years ago, or less safe, or do
you feel just about as safe in your community as you did four years ago? (IF SAFER/LESS SAFE) Do you feel much
(safer/less safe) or only somewhat (safer/less safe)?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Safer (Net)   17         16          12         12        14      31        13         13          32         12   
  Much safer    6       7       3       2       6    19       6       3    16       4
  Somewhat safer 11    10       9       9       8    11       7    10    16       7
Less safe (Net)    22         25          19         17        48        21        15         18          24          35   
  Somewhat less safe 13    15    13    13    25    10    10    13    13    18
  Much less safe   9    10       6       5    23    12       5       5    11    17
About as safe    60         58          67         70        37        46        71         67          44          50   
Don’t know      1            1            2            1           1          2         1           2         –          3   

Q41. Regardless of how safe you feel in your community, do you feel safer in the city of Los Angeles than you did four years
ago, or less safe, or do you feel just about as safe in the city of Los Angeles as you did four years ago? (IF SAFER/LESS SAFE)
Do you feel much (safer/less safe) or only somewhat (safer/less safe)?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Safer (Net)     14         14          12         12           9        18      12         13          22          11   
  Much safer    3       2       3       2       2       5       1   4       2       3
  Somewhat safer 12    12       9    10       8    13    11       9    20       8
Less safe (Net)       26         27         28         25        33       23        21         29          26          24   
  Somewhat less safe 16    15    21    17    10    18    16    20    15       6
  Much less safe 10    11       8       8    23       5       5       9    11    18
About as safe   58         57         57         61        56        57        66         55         51          62   
Don’t know         2           2            3           2           2          2           1            3             1             3   

Q42. In general, how would you rate the overall quality of education at your local public schools today: is it excellent, good, fair
or poor?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Good/Excellent (Net)   24         26         17        26        19        29        21         29          17          24   
  Excellent     5       5       5       6       1       6       6       8       4       1
  Good 19    21    11    20    17    23    15    21    13    23
Fair/Poor (Net)      61       57          70         57        70        62        54         59          69          65   
  Fair 30    30    34    25    39    37    28    28    31    36
  Poor 31    28    36    32    31    25    25    31    38    29
Don’t know      15       17          13         17      11           9        25         12          14          11   
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Q43. As you may know, there has been talk about breaking up the Los Angeles Unified School District into smaller,
independent school districts. Would you favor or oppose this plan? (IF FAVOR OR OPPOSE) Do you (favor/oppose) it
strongly or do you (favor/oppose) it only somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favor (Net)   54         47          75         61        36        47      54         65         49         35   
  Favor strongly 35    26    61    42    17    27    34    46    34    14
  Favor somewhat 19    21    14    19    19    20    20    19    15    21
Oppose (Net)        28         34          14         22        45        33        24       25          28          38   
  Oppose somewhat   8    10       4       5       6    14    12       8       6       7
  Oppose strongly 20    24    10    17    39    19    12    17    22    31
Don’t know    18         19          11         17      19        20        22         10          23          27   

Q44. How important is it to you that the next mayor of Los Angeles be someone from your own ethnic or racial group: Is that
very important, somewhat important, not too important or not important at all?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Important (Net)    17         18          12            8        37       31           5         12          22          32   
  Very important 10    11       4       1    26    24       3       6    16   22 
  Somewhat important    7       7       7       6    11       7       2       7       6    10 
Not important (Net)   83         81          88         92        63        67        95         88          78          65   
  Not too important 14    14    13    12    22    14    12    14    12    15 
  Not important at all 69    67    76    81    41    53    83    73    66    50 
Don’t know      –          1         –       –       –     2         –       –       –          3   

(ORDER OF STATEMENTS IS ROTATED)
Q45. As you may know, there has been discussion about raising the city sales tax by half a cent in order to pay for more police
officers in the city of Los Angeles. Supporters say a higher sales tax is the only way to increase the size of the
Los Angeles police department and put more police on the city's streets. Opponents say raising the sales tax in the city, but not
in surrounding communities, would drive business out of Los Angeles and hurt the economy. What do you think? Would you be
in favor of or opposed to increasing the sales tax in the city of Los Angeles by half a cent in order to pay for more police
officers? (IF IN FAVOR OF/OPPOSED TO) Would you be strongly (in favor of/opposed to) or only somewhat (in favor
of/opposed) to this?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Favor (Net)   48         53          43         49        44        50        50         49          52          40   
  Favor strongly  32    37    26    32    24    39    32    32    36    26
  Favor somewhat 16    16    17    17    20    11    18    17    16    15
Oppose (Net)   49        43         55         47        47        49        45         49          46          55   
  Oppose somewhat 11    13      5    10       3    21    11       8    16      9
  Oppose strongly 38    30    50    37    44    28    34    41    30    45
Don’t know      3            4             2            4          9           1        5            2             2             5   
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Q47. As you may know, James Hahn led the campaign that opposed the secession of the San Fernando Valley from the city of
Los Angeles. Will that play any role in whether you will vote for Hahn for mayor, or not? (IF YES) Are you much more likely
to vote for Hahn because he led the campaign that opposed the secession of the San Fernando Valley from Los Angeles,
somewhat more likely, somewhat less likely or much less likely?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
More likely (Net)   12         12          13         14      11           7        12       14         10          10   
  Much more likely   5       4       9       5       3       4       5       6       2       4
  Somewhat more likely   7       9       4       9       8       3       8       8       8       6
Less likely (Net)    11            9          21         17           3           4         2         21             6            2   
  Somewhat less likely   3       2       3       4       –       1       1       4       3       –
  Much less likely   9       6    18    12       3       3       1    17       3       2
Will not play a role    72         75          63         68        80        80        83         62          75          83   
Don’t know     5           4             3            1           6          9          3            3            9             5   

Q48. As you may know, there are several candidates running for mayor that have served in the state legislature in Sacramento.
Will that play any role in whether you will vote for any of these candidates for mayor, or not? (IF YES) Are you much more
likely to vote for a candidate that served in the state legislature, somewhat more likely, somewhat less likely or much less likely?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
More likely (Net)    21         21          16         21        15        18        22         17          31          16   
  Much more likely    8       9       8       7       1    12       5       8    11       7
  Somewhat more likely 13    13       8    14    14       6    18       9    20       9
Less likely (Net)    5            1         13            8           2         –         7            7             4           2   
  Somewhat less likely   2       –       4       3       –       –       3       3       2       –
  Much less likely   3       1       9       5       2       –       4       4       2       2
Will not play a role    69         73          68         68        77      72        68         73          57          77   
Don’t know      5            5             3            3           6        10         3           3            8             5   

Q49. As you may also know, James Hahn did not advocate the reappointment of Bernard Parks to a second term as Los Angeles
police chief. Will that play any role in whether you will vote for Hahn for mayor, or not? (IF YES) Are you much more likely to
vote for Hahn because he did not advocate reappointing Parks to a second term as police chief, somewhat more likely, somewhat
less likely or much less likely?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
More likely (Net)     10         11             7         12          5           8        14         9          11            9   
  Much more likely    4       5       2       4       3       3       5       3       3       7
  Somewhat more likely   6       7       4       7       3       4       9       6       7       2
Less likely (Net)    16         18          11          9      43        11        14         10          12          34   
  Somewhat less likely   8       7       8       6    11       8    10       7       5       9
  Much less likely   8    10      3       4    31       3       4       3       7    25
Will not play a role   72         69          78         77        51        78       71         78          73          56   
Don’t know     2       2        4       2      1      3      1       3        4        1   
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(ROTATE ORDER OF NEXT TWO QUESTIONS)
Q50. Have you heard or read about an executive employed by the Fleishman-Hillard public relations firm who was indicted on
fraud charges for allegedly overbilling city agencies -- or haven't you heard or read anything about this? (IF HEARD OR
READ) Have you (heard/read) a lot about this or (heard/read) about this only somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Heard (Net)   61         61          63         70        54        35        66         65          59         47   
  Heard a lot 25    24    24    26    16    16    27    25    29    17
  Heard some 36    37    39    44    38    19    39    40    30    31
Haven’t heard   38         37          36         28      46        62      32         34          38         53   
Don’t know       1            2             1            2         –       3           2            1            3         –

Q51. Have you heard or read about an investigation by local and federal prosecutors into allegations that city contracts were
awarded in exchange for contributions to Mayor Hahn's political committees -- or haven't you heard or read anything about this?
(IF HEARD OR READ) Have you (heard/read) a lot about this or (heard/read) about this only somewhat?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
Heard (Net)     70       70         73         80        68      42        75         73          73          54   
  Heard a lot 27    26    28    32    24    13    30    28    27    21
  Heard some 43    43    44    48    44    29    45    45    46    33
Haven’t heard   28         28          27         19        32        55        24         27          21          46   
Don’t know    2            2          –         1         –         3         1         –         6          –

Q52. As you may know, Mayor Hahn denies any involvement in either of these issues that were just mentioned and says that
any one found responsible will be punished. Hahn's opponents charge that the Fleishman-Hillard indictment and the
investigations show that Hahn's administration has violated the public trust. Based on what you know, will these allegations and
investigations play any role in whether you will vote for Hahn, or not? (IF YES) Are you much more likely, somewhat more
likely, somewhat less likely or much less likely to vote for Hahn as a result of these issues?

  LV       DEM       REP     WHT    BLK     LAT     WES     SFV      CEN       SOU   
More likely (Net)      8            8             9            7         3        13           8            7         10            7   
  Much more likely    3       3       3       3       1       3       3       2       5       1  
  Somewhat more likely    5       5      6   4       2    10       5       4       5       6  
Less  likely (Net)    37       36          41         39        48        26        35         37          38          38   
  Somewhat less likely 12    13    13    14       7    11   16    13    14       8  
  Much less likely 25    24    28    25    41    15    19    25    24    30
Will not play a role    44         46          38        45        35       49        48         48          36          43   
Don’t know      11         10          12            9        14        12           9           8          16          12   
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How the Poll Was Conducted
 
The Times Poll contacted 2,045 adults in the city of Los Angeles by telephone January 26 through February 3, 2005.  Among
that group 1,454 were registered to vote, including 695 deemed likely to vote in the March election.  Likely voters were
determined by a screening process which included questions on intention to vote, certainty of vote, interest in the campaign, first
time voter, and past voting history.  Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in the city, and random digit
dialing techniques allowed listed and unlisted numbers to be contacted. Multiple attempts were made to contact each number.
Adults were weighted slightly to conform with their respective census proportions by sex, ethnicity, age, education, city region,
and party registration. The margin of sampling error for likely voters is plus or minus 4 percentage points in either direction. For
certain subgroups, the error margin may be somewhat higher.  Poll results may also be affected by factors such as question
wording and the order in which questions are presented.  Interviews were conducted in both English and Spanish.


