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A CONVERSATION
WITH MICHAEL KINSLEY

The Times editorial and opinion editor shares ideas for the
department, discusses differences between broadcast, online
and print journalism and talks about living somewhere
between Los Angeles and Seattle. page 4
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Magdalena Beltran-del Olmo and stepdaughter Valentina enjoy a newspaper clipping found in Frank
del OImo’s desk drawer.

A Life’s Work 1n Papers

spiring journal-

ists and

researchers can

learn reporting

techniques and
key  California  history
through Frank del Olmo’s
papers, now part of the
Urban Archives Center in
the Oviatt Library at Cal
State Northridge.

The papers represent 33
years of del Olmo’s work at
The Times and include notes
from stories and columns,
drafts, personal papers,
speeches, media kits and
more. Del Olmo was known
among colleagues for his
meticulous organizational
skills and for the extensive
archives of information and
books that he stored in his
office. The collection had
earned him the nickname of
the librarian by some,
Beltran-del Olmo said.

Del Olmo first donated
some papers 10 years ago to
the wuniversity, his alma
mater. Materials from the
first donation filled 74
boxes. The second group of
papers was donated by his
wife shortly after he passed
away Feb. 19 and filled
approximately 35 boxes,
which haven't been
archived yet at the universi-
ty. His collection was so
large that he had arranged
for its storage using nearly
30 filing drawers in front of
his office at The Times. At
the time of his death, he was
working in a temporary
office while a new one was
under construction to better
accommodate his files.

The university received a

grant from the U.S.
Department of Education’s
Hispanic Serving

Institutions Program to pre-

serve the history of Latinos
and Chicanos in Southern
California. Del Olmo’s
papers, along with the works
of other prominent Latinos
from the area, are archived
through this grant. The uni-
versity will use the grant
during the next three years
to build its collection of such
works. Journalism students
at the university can use del
Olmo’s papers as research
tools to learn how stories go
from ideas to research, inter-
views, many drafts and then
publication. Historians can
dig into topics of immigra-
tion, Central America and
Mexico, autism and the por-
trayal of ethnic groups in
the media — topics del Olmo
was  passionate  about.
CSUN’s  Urban Archives
Center maintains a non-cir-
culating collection of works
in a common reading room.

Missouri Lifestyle Awards Recognize Features

irst place in the 2004
F Missouri Lifestyle

Journalism Awards
was awarded to The Times in
the General Excellence cate-
gory for newspapers with a
circulation of 300,001 and
up.

The first-place award
comes with a cash prize of
$1,000 and a lead crystal
vase trophy. The Times entry
included its Weekend
Calendar, Home, Calendar,
Real Estate, Book Review, Los
Angeles Times Magazine,
Travel, Health and Food
sections.

The judges wrote, “The
staff of the Los Angeles
Times creates new stories
with enough familiarity to
retain readers and enough
ingenuity to engage new
readers. The staff’s ability to
gauge interest and then cre-
ate marvelous lifestyle sto-
ries is impressive. Designers,
writers, editors and photog-
raphers do a great job work-
ing together to focus the
ideas. Marvelous work!”

For his story “Is This a
Wine List or a Stickup?”
columnist David Shaw was a
finalist in the Food &

Nutrition category. Staff
writer Melissa Healy was
named a finalist in the
Health & Fitness category for
“Thriving Despite it All.” In
the Fashion & Design cate-
gory, Home’s senior writer
Barbara King was a finalist
for “Just Amaze Me.”

The Missouri Lifestyle
Program is sponsored and

administered by the
Missouri School of
Journalism.

In its 44th year, it is the
oldest feature writing and
editing competition in
American newspapers.

Travel Journalists Shine

T imes assistant travel edi-
tor Rosemary McClure
won first place and was
named Lowell Thomas Travel
Journalist of the Year in an
awards program sponsored by
the Society of American Travel
Writers.  Faculty at the
University of Missouri School
of Journalism judged the com-
petition.

McClure has been with the
Travel section for two years.
She joined The Times in 1998
and was an assistant manag-
ing editor at the Orange
County edition before moving
to the travel staff. The award
comes with a cash prize of
$1,500.

Two others on Travel’s staff
were honored in the Lowell
Thomas Travel Journalism

awards, which recognized arti-
cles published between 2003-
2004. Staff writer Susan Spano
received first place in the cate-
gory of Newspaper Article on
Foreign Travel for her story
“England’s Dark Intrigue.”
Spano’s story traced the histo-
ry of 17th century terrorism
and religious persecution to
London. For the past six
months, Spano has reported
from Paris and has traveled to
nearby countries for other sto-
ries.

Travel editor Catharine
Hamm received honorable
mention in the Newspaper
Travel  Section category.
Hamm has served as the sec-
tion’s editor for one year and
was previously deputy travel
editor.

Brownstein Tops Honor Roll

on Brownstein, The
RTimes political corre-

spondent and colum-
nist, was voted No. 1 in a top
10-honor roll created by the
Columbia Journalism Review
for critique and analysis of
the 2004 campaign trail.

CJR made the list in honor
of reporters who consistently
rise above the superficial and
write useful and original
work. Not knowing what to
call the list, CJR decided on
“Campaign Desk’s Hall of
Not Half Bad and Sometimes
Actually Pretty Good.” They
voted among themselves.

Here are the top 10 in order
of votes received:

Ron Brownstein,
Los Angeles
Times

Dana Milbank,
Washington
Post

John Harwood,
Wall Street
Journal

Jon Stewart,
“The Daily Show” on Comedy
Central

Ryan Lizza, The New Republic

Jill Lawrence, USA Today

Mike Allen, Washington Post

Adam Smith, St. Petersburg Times
Philip Gourevitch, The New Yorker
Frank Rich, New York Times

N.A.C. Award For Lee Hotz

or his series “Butterfly on
a Bullet,” Times staff

writer Robert Lee Hotz

was awarded with the
National Academies Com-
munication Award in the

Newspaper/Magazine/Internet
category. He will receive a
cash prize of $20,000.
“Butterfly on a Bullet” inves-
tigates the Feb. 1, 2003 explo-
sion of NASA’s spacecraft
Columbia in a six-part series.
“What I found was a story of
the terrible human conse-
quences of engineering ambi-
tion,” Hotz said. “The editing
support I got was terrific and
the reader response to the
series was very powerful.”
With his story, Hotz was a
Pulitzer Prize finalist this year

for feature
writing. The
Society  of
Professional
Journalists
awarded the
series its
Sigma Delta
Chi Award
for  Excel-
Journalism. The
Poynter Institute for Media
Studies selected his work for its
“Best Newspaper Writing
2004” anthology.

The awards program is part
of the National Academies
Keck Futures Initiative and rec-
ognizes excellence in reporting
and communicating science,
engineering and medicine to
the general public.
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PRINT TO
BROADCAST:

SEPTEMBER

Every time a Times’
journalist appears on a
television or radio pro-
gram the reach of the
newspaper’s report is
extended to a wider
audience.

They’re frequently
called upon for their
expertise by local and
national programs and
routinely appear on
such shows as ESPN'’s
“Around the Horn”
and KTLA-TV “News at
10

Here are some high-
lights from September:

*Don Frederick, nation-
al political editor, pro-

vided convention and

campaign updates for
KTLA's Morning News
and “News at Ten,”
CNN Radio, and Los
Angeles outlets KFWB-
AM, KNX-AM, KPCC-
FM and KABC-TV.

*From the Washington,

D.C. bureau: Doyle
McManus reported on
all things politics on

KTLA's “News at Ten”,
PBS’s Washington
Week, NPR’s Weekend
Edition, and KNX-AM

in Los Angeles. Ron
Brownstein  provided
extensive political
reporting on CNN'’s
American Morning,

Inside Politics, Lou
Dobbs Tonight and Live

From...

*Michael Kinsley
joined a panel of jour-

nalists on PBS’s Charlie
Rose Show for an
analysis of the Sept. 30
presidential  debate.
Separately, he dis-
cussed his plans for the
editorial pages on
KCET-TV’s Life & Times
and local NPR affiliate

KPCC-FM's AirTalk with
Larry Mantle.

* Sportswriters J.A.
Adande and Bill
Plaschke helped launch
KTLA-TV's “It's About
The Times” sports seg-
ment during the sta-
tion’s 10 p.m. newscast

*Tim Rutten discussed
CBS’ document fiasco
(Rathergate) on NPR’s
All Things Considered
and PBS’'s NewsHour
with Jim Lehrer.
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California Section

Broadens

hey come with tales of
T Mexican rodeos, barbers
and booksellers, an adven-
turous city walker and the
Belmont Tunnel’s future. They are
two new reporting teams in the
California section that recently
kicked into gear and are headed
by three key members of editorial.
The California Narrative team
brings different ways of story-
telling to the newspaper through
timely short and medium-length
pieces. The team includes staff
writers Carla Hall, Jill Leovy, Sam
Quinones, Jim Ricci, Kurt Streeter
and Nora Zamichow. Sam
Enriquez, city editor for the past
two years and a Metro editor for
several more, leads the start-up
team. This storytelling has
already come to life in the news-
paper through stories such as
Quinones’ “Riding on Ropes and
Dreams,” which describes the
thriving subculture for Mexican
rodeos in Los Angeles and the

Its Scope

enthusiasts it attracts. Ricci's
“Sowing Literacy Brings
Windfall” features a humble

Santa Ana barber turned book-
seller and missionary for Latino
literacy and now one of 23 to
receive a $500,000 MacArthur
Foundation grant.

The Sense of Place team
includes Richard Fausset, Daniel
Hernandez, Nita Lelyveld and
Lisa Richardson. Staff writers
roam the city looking for news
and feature tales of the profound
hiding behind the ordinary.
Lelyveld found one in “He Has
His Walking Points,” a story
about a Los Angeles man who
walks alone for miles to different
places in the city and finds beau-
ty everywhere he turns. The fate
of the Belmont Tunnel and its
place in the history of graffiti
became the focus of Hernandez’s
“Old Tunnel May Be Tagged as a
Landmark.”

Geoff Mohan, who was an

Photo by Karen Tapia-Andersen
The tradition of Mexican rodeos is alive
in California and became the focus of
Sam Quinones’ “Riding on Ropes and
Dreams.” Quinones is on the California
Narrative team that engages readers
through different types of storytelling.
Its one of two new teams in the
California section.

embedded reporter covering the
war in Iraq last year, edits the
Sense of Place team with
Stephanie Chavez, a Pasadena-
based reporter who has doubled
as an editor for many years.

Beslan Hostages Tell Story on ‘Oprah’

hen militants armed with
W automatic rifles and

explosive belts held hun-
dreds hostage in September at a
school in Beslan, Russia and then
allowed about 26 women to stay
or leave with only one child, Kim
Murphy told the story through one
mother forced to make the deci-
sion. In this case, the woman chose
her infant son and left her 6-year-
old daughter at the school. The
young girl was reunited with her
family the next day after the
school assault ended. The whole
world watched as these events
unfolded in southern Russia. One
of those watching was Oprah
Winfrey.

When The Times Moscow
bureau chief returned from Beslan,
she was contacted by Harpo
Productions, which produces the
Oprah Winfrey Show. They were
interested in her story about the
family and wanted them for an
upcoming show on “Children Held
Hostage.” Murphy obliged. She
shared her experience:

Producers on the show needed
our help in reaching the mother
and her children. | flew back to
Beslan to help their freelance crew
shoot some B-roll of the family at
their home, plus help them get
ready to go to Chicago.

No one in the family had pass-
ports. Sergei Loiko, our Moscow-

based translator, helped get their
passport photos and passports.
Then they flew up to Moscow, and
the U.S. embassy opened specially
for them on Saturday night to issue
the visas. This is completely
unheard of—most Russians wait
weeks or months to get a U.S. visa.
This family got it in less than 24
hours. Such is the clout of Oprah
Winfrey.

The next morning, we were all
on a plane to Chicago. It was pret-
ty traumatic. The little 2-year-old
boy was clearly having flashbacks
to the school gymnasium, and he
shrieked nearly the entire nine
hours from Zurich to Chicago. |
kept going around to neighboring
passengers and apologizing.
“Hostages from Beslan,” | said.

Once we got to Chicago, a big
black limo picked us up at O’'Hare
Airport. It was fun to watch the
Dzandarov family as they tried to
take all this in—it was such a new
experience for them. | think they
thought we all run around in
limos in America. We met the
Oprah Winfrey staff, who had
gone on a shopping spree at
Nordstrom’s and the Gap. The
entire family was offered a choice
of six different outfits to wear, and
they spent much of the rest of the
afternoon trying them on and get-
ting briefed on how the next day’s
taping would go.

In addition to her appeara
the Oprah Winfrey Show,

Benefits Open
Enrollment
Moves Online

The annual benefits
open enrollment period
continues through Oct.
29 this year. For the first
time, open enrollment
is being conducted
totally online. That
means you’'ll be able to
make your benefits
selections from home or
work at your conven-
ience.

Using the eBenefits
web site, you'll be able
to conduct transactions
including:

*Enroll in your benefits

*View your benefits for
2005 and the associated
costs

*Change or add
dependents
*View your benefits

summary at any time
during the year
*Download health care
and dependent care
reimbursement account
worksheets

*Link to our vendors’
web sites

Employees who don’t
have a computer at
home or work can use
one of the self-service

ter kiosks at the
Rﬂ(fcgmﬁng locations:
9I§§V\91ngn — 1st floor

o = Bureau Chief near the 145 Lobby
) Kim Murphy *Olympic — Cafeteria
*Orange County —
also reported cafeteria

on the Beslan®*San Fernando Valley

— Cafeteria

school hostageccn — self service
crisis for WGNomputer Room

eed to enter

TV's News at Noon, NPR's Dg§[ i B over

Day and All Things Consideyed, amiLink

Canada’s CBC.

Sergei and | sat down with the
producers and scriptwriters to fill
them in on the story and suggested
questions for Oprah to ask the next
day. On the day of the show, we sat
in the front row of the audience.

After the taping, Oprah chatted
with the family for a few minutes,
and they were turned loose on
Chicago for the next three days—
at Oprah’s expense—to do a little
sightseeing.

Sergei and | flew immediately
back to Moscow and started hitting
the streets again. Our seven min-
utes of fame, minus commercials,
definitely over.

user
name and password
twice before any infor-

mation is displayed on

eBenefits. The site pro-
vides a more flexible

way to make and moni-

tor changes, while
allowing you to conduct

company-related trans-

actions at your conven-

ience.

You will receive a
printed confirmation of
your benefits selections
at your home in
November.

Please contact the
Benefits Service Center
at 800-872-2222 if you
have questions about
your benefits or how to
navigate eBenefits.
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